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xvi. Ministry of National Security; 
xvii. Mr. Philip A. Franco; 
xviii. The Catholic Commission for Social Justice; 
xix. The Scientific Cannabis Society; 
xx. Trinidad and Tobago Cannabis Society; 
xxi. Trinidad and Tobago Prison Service; 
xxii. Trinidad and Tobago Police Service; 
xxiii. UWI Faculty of Medical Sciences; 
xxiv. Mr. Valentine Dave Surajdeen; 
xxv. The Ethiopia Africa Black International Congress Trinidad and Tobago; 
xxvi. The Pentecostal Assemblies of the West Indies (Trinidad and Tobago); 
xxvii. Islamic Ladies Social and Cultural Association; 
xxviii. Vision on Mission; 
xxix. Bankers Association of Trinidad and Tobago; 
xxx. The Anglican Church in the Diocese of Trinidad and Tobago; 
xxxi. All Mansions of Rastafari;  
xxxii. The Presbyterian Church of Trinidad and Tobago; 
xxxiii. Trinidad and Tobago Marijuana Research and Development Limited 

 
The submissions are attached at Appendix II.  

 
9. At the second to sixth meetings, the Chief Parliamentary Counsel and other officials of 

the Legislative Drafting Department provided a legal interpretation of the clauses of the 
Bill alongside the matrix of stakeholder comments.  The Master Matrix is at Appendix III. 
 

10. At its sixth meeting, the Committee agreed to the provisional list of amendments outlined 
at Appendix IV.  

REPORT 
 

11. Your Committee wishes to report that while some progress has been made in the clause 
by clause analysis and the consideration of stakeholder comments, it is unable to submit 
its final report by the deadline of June 30, 2020, due to the disruption to Committee 
meetings caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Accordingly, your Committee requires 
additional time to continue the clause by clause analysis of the Bill as well as the thorough 
consideration of all submissions received from stakeholders.  
 

12. Should the additional time be insufficient to complete its work, it is the hope of your 
Committee that the matter of regulating the Cannabis industry will be considered by the 
Twelfth Parliament and that the work done to date would provide the foundation for the 
continuation of efforts to regulate the industry.  
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RECOMMENDATION 
 

13. The Committee therefore recommends that a further period of two (2) months be 
granted for the completion of its work and to submit a final report to Parliament by 
August 31, 2020. 
 
 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 

Sgd. 
Mr. Faris Al Rawi, MP  

Chairman 
June 26, 2020  
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  ssa 
 
 
 
 

 
PRESENT 

Mrs. Brigid Annisette-George  Speaker of the House 
 

Committee Members  

Mr. Faris Al Rawi, MP  Chairman 
Mr. Fitzgerald Hinds, MP  Member 
Mr. Rushton Paray, MP  Member 
Mr. Nigel De Freitas  Member 
Mr. Paul Richards  Member 
Ms. Sophia Chote, SC  Member 
Mr. Taharqa Obika  Member 
 

Secretariat 
Ms. Sheranne Samuel  Secretary 
Mrs. Krystle Gittens  Graduate Research Assistant  
 

EXCUSED/ABSENT 

Mr. Stuart Young, MP  Member 
Dr. Tim Gopeesingh, MP  Member 
Mr. Terrence Deyalsingh, MP  Member 
Mrs. Paula Gopee-Scoon  Member     
Mr. Clarence Rambharat  Member 
 

COMMENCEMENT  

1.1 The Speaker called the meeting to order at 11:40 a.m. 
 

1.2 The Speaker welcomed Members and explained that her purpose at the meeting was to 
facilitate the election of a Chairman of the Committee. 

 
ELECTION OF A CHAIRMAN  

2.1 The Speaker invited nominations for the post of Chairman and indicated that the 
nomination required a seconder. 

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE  ON THE CANNANIS 
CONTROL BILL, 2019  

MINUTES OF THE FIRST MEETING HELD IN THE ARNOLD THOMASOS 
MEETING ROOM EAST, SECOND FLOOR, OFFICE OF THE PARLIAMENT, 

PARLIAMENTARY COMPLEX, CABILDO BUILDING, ST. VINCENT STREET, PORT 
OF SPAIN ON JANUARY 31, 2020. 
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PRESENT 

Committee Members  

Mr. Faris Al Rawi, MP  Chairman 
Mr. Fitzgerald Hinds, MP  Member 
Mr. Clarence Rambharat  Member 
Mr. Terrence Deyalsingh, MP  Member 
Mr. Nigel De Freitas  Member 
Mr. Rushton Paray, MP  Member 
Mr. Paul Richards  Member 
Mrs. Paula Gopee-Scoon  Member     
Mr. Taharqa Obika  Member 
 

Secretariat 
Ms. Sheranne Samuel  Secretary 
Ms. Safiyyah Shah  Graduate Research Assistant  
 

EXCUSED/ABSENT 

Mr. Stuart Young, MP  Member 
Ms. Sophia Chote, SC  Member 
Dr. Tim Gopeesingh, MP  Member 

 

ALSO PRESENT 

Office of the Chief Parliamentary Counsel 

Mr. Ian Macintyre, SC     Chief Parliamentary Counsel 
Ms. Jo Ella Moore  Research and Policy Officer 
 

Ministry of the Attorney General and Legal Affairs 

Ms. Solange De Souza  Senior Legal Counsel 
Mr. Raymond Jack Ratcliffe  Legal Intern    

 

CALL TO ORDER  

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE  ON THE CANNABIS 
CONTROL BILL, 2019  

MINUTES OF THE SECOND MEETING HELD IN THE ARNOLD THOMASOS 
MEETING ROOM WE ST, SECOND FLOOR, OFFICE OF THE PARLIAMENT, 

PARLIAMENTARY COMPLEX, CABILD O BUILDING, ST. VINCENT STREET, PORT 
OF SPAIN ON FEBRUARY 28, 2020. 
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10.2 The meeting was adjourned to Friday March 06, 2020 at 10:30 a.m. 
 
10.3 The adjournment was taken at 12:26 p.m. 
 
I certify that these Minutes are true and correct. 

 
  

Chairman 
 
 

Secretary 
February 28, 2020 
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 ssa   
 
 
 
 

 
 

PRESENT 

Committee Members  

Mr. Faris Al Rawi, MP  Chairman 
Mr. Stuart Young, MP  Member 
Mr. Terrence Deyalsingh, MP  Member 
Dr. Tim Gopeesingh, MP  Member 
Mr. Rushton Paray, MP  Member 
Mr. Clarence Rambharat  Member 
Mr. Nigel De Freitas  Member 
Mr. Paul Richards  Member 
Mrs. Paula Gopee-Scoon  Member     
Mr. Taharqa Obika  Member 
 

Secretariat 
Ms. Sheranne Samuel  Secretary 
Ms. Safiyyah Shah  Graduate Research Assistant  
 

EXCUSED/ABSENT 

Ms. Sophia Chote, SC  Member 
Mr. Fitzgerald Hinds, MP  Member 

 

ALSO PRESENT 

Ministry of the Attorney General and Legal Affairs 

Ms. Solange De Souza  Senior Legal Counsel 
Ms. Dernisha Duke   Associate Professional (Attorney) 
Mr. Raymond Jack Ratcliffe  Legal Intern    
 
 

CALL TO ORDER  

1.1 The Chairman called the meeting to order at 10:53 a.m. 
 

 

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE  ON THE CANNABIS 
CONTROL BILL, 2019  

MINUTES OF THE THIRD MEETING HELD IN THE ARNOLD THOMASOS 
MEETING ROOM WE ST, SECOND FLOOR, OFFICE OF THE PARLIAMENT, 

PARLIAMENTARY COMPLEX, CABILDO BUILDING, ST. VINCENT STREET, PORT 
OF SPAIN ON MARCH 06, 2020. 
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PRESENT 

Committee Members  

Mr. Faris Al Rawi, MP  Chairman 
Mr. Terrence Deyalsingh, MP  Member 
Dr. Tim Gopeesingh, MP  Member 
Mr. Nigel De Freitas  Member 
Ms. Sophia Chote, SC  Member 
Mr. Paul Richards  Member 
Mrs. Paula Gopee-Scoon  Member     
Mr. Taharqa Obika  Member 
 

Secretariat 
Ms. Sheranne Samuel  Secretary 
Mrs. Krystle Gittens  Graduate Research Assistant  
 

EXCUSED/ABSENT 

Mr. Fitzgerald Hinds, MP  Member 
Mr. Clarence Rambharat  Member 
Mr. Stuart Young, MP  Member (Excused) 
Mr. Rushton Paray, MP  Member (Excused) 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

1.1 The Chairman called the meeting to order at 10:21 a.m. 
 

 
ANNOUCEMENTS BY THE CHAIRMAN  

2.1 The Chairman advised that Members Stuart Young and Rushton Paray asked to be excused 
from the meeting. 

 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE THIRD MEETING HELD ON MARCH 06, 
2020  

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE  ON THE CANNABIS 
CONTROL BILL, 2019  

MINUTES OF THE FOURTH MEETING HELD IN THE ARNOLD THOMASOS 
MEETING ROOM EA ST, SECOND FLOOR, OFFICE OF THE PARLIAMENT, 

PARLIAMENTARY COMPLEX, CABILDO BUILDING, ST. VINCENT STREET, PORT 
OF SPAIN ON MARCH 13, 2020. 
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6.1 The Committee agreed to next meet on Friday March 20, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. when the 
Committee would continue its clause-by-clause consideration of the Bill in conjunction with the 
matrix.  
 
ADJOURNMENT  

7.1 There being no other business, the Chairman thanked Members and the technocrats for 
attending and adjourned the meeting. 
 
7.2 The meeting was adjourned to Friday March 20, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. 
 
7.3 The adjournment was taken at 12:00 p.m. 
 

  
 I certify that these Minutes are true and correct. 

 
 
 
 

Chairman 
 
 
 

Secretary 
 
 
 
 

March 19, 2020 
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PRESENT 

Committee Members  

Mr. Faris Al Rawi, MP  Chairman 
Mr. Terrence Deyalsingh, MP  Member 
Mr. Clarence Rambharat  Member 
Mr. Nigel De Freitas  Member 
Ms. Sophia Chote, SC  Member 
Mr. Paul Richards  Member 
Mrs. Paula Gopee-Scoon  Member     
Mr. Rushton Paray, MP  Member  
Mr. Taharqa Obika  Member 
 

Secretariat 
Ms. Sheranne Samuel  Secretary 
 

EXCUSED/ABSENT 

Mr. Stuart Young, MP  Member (Excused) 
Mr. Fitzgerald Hinds, MP  Member 
Dr. Tim Gopeesingh, MP  Member 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

1.4 The Chairman called the virtual meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. 
 

 
ANNOUCEMENTS BY THE CHAIRMAN  

2.1 The Chairman advised that Mr. Stuart Young asked to be excused from the meeting. 
 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE FOURTH MEETING HELD ON MARCH 13, 
2020  

3.1 The Committee considered the Minutes of the Fourth Meeting held on March 13, 2020. 
 
3.2 The motion for the confirmation of the Minutes was moved by Mr. Paul Richards and 
seconded by Mr. Terrence Deyalsingh.  

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE  ON THE CANNABIS 
CONTROL BILL, 2019  

MINUTES OF THE FIFTH MEETING HELD VIRTUALLY VIA THE ZOOM 
PLATFORM ON FRIDAY JUNE  12, 2020. 
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 ssa   
 
 
 

PRESENT 

Committee Members  

Mr. Terrence Deyalsingh, MP  Member 
Mr. Clarence Rambharat  Member 
Mr. Nigel De Freitas  Member 
Mr. Paul Richards  Member 
Mr. Taharqa Obika  Member 
 

Secretariat 
Ms. Sheranne Samuel  Secretary 
Ms. Safiyyah Shah  Graduate Research Assistant 
 

EXCUSED/ABSENT 

Mr. Faris Al Rawi, MP  Chairman (Excused) 
Mr. Stuart Young, MP  Member (Excused) 
Mr. Fitzgerald Hinds, MP  Member (Excused) 
Mrs. Paula Gopee-Scoon  Member (Excused)   
Mr. Rushton Paray, MP  Member (Excused)   
Ms. Sophia Chote, SC  Member (Excused)   
Dr. Tim Gopeesingh, MP  Member 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

1.1 The virtual meeting was called to order at 10:06 a.m. 
 

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR THE DAY  

2.1 The Secretary informed members that the Chairman was unavoidably absent and invited 
nominations for a Chairman for the Day1.  
 
2.2 Mr. Terrence Deyalsingh nominated Mr. Clarence Rambharat. The nomination was 
seconded by Mr. Paul Richards. 
 
2.3 There being no further nominations, Mr. Clarence Rambharat was declared the Chairman 
for the Day. 

                                                           
1 House of Representatives Standing Order 112(4), Senate Standing Order 102(4).  

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE  ON THE CANNABIS 
CONTROL BILL, 2019  

MINUTES OF THE SIXTH MEETING HELD VIRTUALLY VIA THE ZOOM 
PLATFORM ON FRIDAY JUNE  26, 2020. 
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I would like to thank you in advance for having a look at my comments as GOTT continues the 
process of enactment and amendment of these two important pieces of legislation that would 
achieve two national objectives: 

1. A high probability of success in terms of GOTT initiatives to boost the economy as the 
passage of these Bills would create investment opportunities in the areas of retail and 
manufacturing of the cannibis industry to the private sector 

2. Bring our country in line with international best standards and practices in terms of the 
regulation of the cannibis industry. 

 
I am pleased to have the opportunity to transmit my comments on the captioned.  Please feel 
free to contact me at (868) 708-8919 if you have any questions, concerns or need clarifications. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mr. Aftab Ali, FSA, MSc 
Actuary 
Port of Spain, Trinidad 
 
 

  











 

 

Recommendations 

The AGLA should carry out an exercise to ascertain if any sections and 
sub-sections in these Bills affect the Environmental Management Act. 
The Bill should be made clear to say that places for the growing, 
harvesting, drying, trimming, curing or packaging of cannabis cannot be 
residential areas or public places. 
Section 31 (1) (a) (iii) should be deleted from the Bill. 

 

 

  







4. The Bill says the following on Section 18 and section 59: 

18. (1) Members of the Board, 
employees of the Authority 
and every person concerned 
with the administration of this 
Act including a person 
engaged under section 16(2), 
shall treat documents, 
information or other matters 
related to the administration 
of this Act, as secret and 
confidential and shall make 
and subscribe to an oath of 
secrecy to that effect before a 
Justice of the Peace 
 

(4) Subject to subsections (1) and (2), a person has the right to 
request that any proprietary or confidential documents, 
information or matter provided or submitted to the Authority 
be kept as secret and confidential by the Authority. 
 
 

 

(5) A Member, employee of the Authority or any person 
concerned with the administration of this Act who discloses 
documents, information or any other matter related to the 
administration of this Act in contravention of this section 
commits an offence and is liable on summary conviction to a 
fine of five hundred thousand dollars and imprisonment for a 
term  of two years 

59. A person who alters a 
register without lawful 
authority commits an offence 
and is liable on summary 
conviction to a fine of fifty 
thousand dollars and to 
imprisonment for a term of 
one year 

 

 

  











Some differences between the Cannibis Control Bill 2019 and the Dangerous Drugs Bill 2019 

Cannibis Control Bill 
2019 

It seems that cannibis refers to cannibis for medicinal purposes. 
 
Because Section 30 (e) says the only person authorized to sell 
cannibis to the public is a Retail Dealer, who is defined as operating 
a dispensary for the dispensing of medicinal cannabis to patients. 
 
The Bill does not talk about a dispensary for cannibis for recreational 
purposes. 

Dangerous Drugs 
(Amendment) Bill 2019 

It seems that cannibis refers to cannibis for recreational purposes. 
 
Because Section5 (2) (f) of the Dangerous Drugs would now 
decriminalize a person having not more than 30 grams of cannabis 
or 5 grams of cannabis resin. 

Conclusion 

It could be argued that both Bills seem to be talking about 2 
different types of cannibis. 
 
It is difficult to cross-reference and match some of the provisions in 
both Bills; for example, section 4 of the Dangerous Drugs Bill (the 
Minister may issue licences) is hard to reconcile with the licences 
mentioned in section 30 (1) of the Cannibis Control Bill. 
 
I think these provisions need to be fleshed out some more. 

 

 

Application for licences under the Cannibis Control Bill 2019 and  
the Dangerous Drugs Bill 2019 

If the provisions in Section 
4 of the Dangerous Drugs 
Bill remains; the question 
arises: 

Does a person who makes an application for any of the licences 
under section 30 of the Cannibis Control Bill also have to make an 
application for any same licences under section 4 of the 
Dangerous Drugs Bill? 

 















 

Decriminalization of Marijuana: 

A Child Protection Perspective 
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1. BACKGROUND 

Marijuana refers to the dried parts of the Cannabis sativa or Cannabis indica plant, which contains 
the psychoactive (mind-altering) chemical tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) and other similar 
compounds. It is the only known locally grown illicit drug in Trinidad and Tobago. It is used for 
medicinal and recreational purposes and as a coping mechanism for stress, particularly among 
teenagers and young adults. A survey carried amongst students attending the College of Science, 
Technology and Applied Arts of Trinidad and Tobago (COSTAAT) found that approximately 44% 
use psychoactive drugs to cope with stress (Hutchinson, 2010). Marijuana also features heavily 
in illicit trade operations globally, and particularly in the Caribbean.   

According to the 2018 Annual Report of the Drug Information Network of Trinidad and Tobago, 
marijuana was found to be the second highest in substance use prevalence by citizens, and was 
also the third highest drug impacting medical/psychiatric treatment between 2017-2018. Crime 
statistics also featured marijuana prominently, as it was noted in the report that marijuana 
seizures for the past four years had surpassed other illicit drug seizures, there were more arrests 
for possession and trafficking of marijuana than other narcotics in 2018, it was the most prevalent 
drug found with firearms and ammunitions, and it was the most prevalent narcotic offence 
among female convictions. This report and others conducted within the last decade within 
Trinidad and Tobago and the wider Caribbean region, all note that both males and females utilize 
marijuana, with male utilization rates being higher.  

With regard to usage of marijuana by minors, the 2018 Annual Report of the Drug Information 
Network of Trinidad and Tobago cited data from the Youth Training and Rehabilitation Centre 
which showed that the most prevalent offence amongst the 16 to 18 years age group, was that 
of possession of marijuana. A 2017 National Drug Report for Trinidad and Tobago presented by 
the Cooperation Program between Latin America, the Caribbean and European Union on drug 
policies also noted an increase in curiosity among youth over the past ten years. Corroborating 
this finding were submissions made for the Seventh Report of the Joint Select Committee on 
Ministries, Statutory Agencies and State Enterprises on the National Drug Council in 2012, 
wherein it was stated that there had been an increase in marijuana use in primary and secondary 
school-aged children, with 13.7% of them admitting to use in their lifetime and 8.8% using within 
the last year. Furthermore the National Secondary School Survey of 2013 conducted by the 
National Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention Programme (NADAPP) revealed that marijuana 
attracted the curiosity of 28.3% of school aged children, which was the highest rate compared to 
the other specific drugs. Stronger drugs such as cocaine, crack and ecstasy had large percentages 
of children expressing that they were not curious to try it, which may be applied to the concern 
for marijuana being a gateway drug. The study also noted that the mean age for usage of 
marijuana was 13 years and that the use of marijuana escalates from 7.8% to 21% between the 
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age groups 11-14 and 15-16. The youngest age noted for marijuana use was five years old. It 
remained the easiest drug for students to access, the most frequently offered drug to children in 
various settings - social events, home, school. Marijuana was noted to persist in being a main 
attractant, with both male and female students consuming the drug, but male consumption 
patterns being higher. Notably, when perceptions of harm caused by drugs were assessed, 
marijuana was rated by the highest proportion of male students as the drug in the category of 
not harmful when used sometimes. The Honourable Attorney General of Trinidad and Tobago in 
2019 cited that 940 persons under the age of 19years had been charged between 2015-2018 for 
a cannabis related offence.  

The aforementioned shows that marijuana is well positioned as a drug of choice in the local and 
regional sphere. The recent movement to decriminalize small amounts of marijuana in Trinidad 
and Tobago appears to take this into consideration. The Dangerous Drugs (Amendment) Act 
states that adults can have in their possession, no more than thirty (30) grammes of marijuana, 
five (5) grammes of cannabis resin; and four growing male plants of the genus cannabis in their 
home.  Smoking of marijuana in a public place or while operating a vehicle is not permitted. 
Violation of these parameters constitute an offence 

While this movement seeks to incorporate perspectives of social and criminal justice, when youth 
perceptions and usage patterns related to marijuana are considered against the effects of same, 
the picture is a concerning one. It is therefore important to consider the clinical impact of 
marijuana use and exposure, and specifically, how the decriminalization of marijuana will impact 
the child protection system and the related legal proceedings.  This paper seeks to explore these 
areas with the goal of highlighting important social protection considerations as the new law 
takes effect. 
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5. CONCLUSION 

The decriminalization of marijuana in Trinidad and Tobago has brought the country on par with 
several other developed nations globally in relation to perspectives of social and criminal justice. 
While research has noted that infrequent use of small amounts of the drug may not cause serious 
physical or psychological harm, the overwhelming majority of research reveals significant risk and 
detrimental effects of repeated use and exposure to both adults and children, especially in the 
context of chronic and multiple other social and family problems. This must be given careful 
consideration as over time, the health care and social service sectors may begin to incur the 
burden of responsibility for managing the consequences of same. 

Specifically in the context of child protection which requires societal collaboration, it would be 
prudent to ensure that there is public education for mandatory reporters, child protection 
caseworkers, other social service and health care stakeholders, and the general citizenry 
regarding the effects of marijuana, and how child protection features in the discourse, so as to 
reduce misconceptions and stigma, and ensure the rights and welfare of adults and children alike 
are preserved.  
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In regard to the use or handling of marijuana by children and at-risk adults, the CLA subscribes to and 
endorses the initiatives of the National Council on Drug Abuse which seeks to educate these groups about 
the potential negative effects of the drug. The Government also has an obligation to fund such activities 
to ensure the education and outreach of these populations.  
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smuggling and domestic crop eradication as well as violations on federal lands. The federal government 
has relied on state and local authorities to enforce criminal prohibitions on cannabis retail and use.  
 
The legal changes in cannabis policy during the past 50 years have been characterised primarily by three 
types of policies, each implemented by various states, beginning with: 

1. Decriminalisation throughout the 1970s which preceded; 
2. Medical cannabis laws and;  
3. Regulated and licensed recreational cannabis. 

 
 

3.3 MEDICAL CANNABIS LAWS12 

The subsequent major shift in state cannabis policy in the United States was the enactment of medical 
cannabis laws. Starting in 1996 California passed a popular referendum (Proposition 215) to allow 
individuals suffering from various illnesses to use herbal, whole plant cannabis, making California the first 
jurisdiction in the Western Hemisphere to legalise medical cannabis in some form. The law generally 
provides an affirmative defence for individuals using cannabis for medical purposes. Reforms at the state 
level continued in the waning years of the 20th century, with a handful of states passing laws to allow 
doctors to prescribe medical cannabis or allow for a legal defence for use of medical cannabis.  
 
Medical cannabis laws and policies vary greatly in terms of the regulations governing supply and use. 
Some are more restrictive than others, limiting the access of the drug to a certain class of individuals who 
suffer from certain illnesses or conditions, or establishing stricter limits on the production and distribution 
of the substance to at-home cultivation by patients and caregivers. Some states legally protect and 
regulate the operation of storefronts known as dispensaries. In these states, patients with a 
recommendation can enter stores and obtain a wide array of cannabis and cannabis products. Some 
dispensaries openly advertise their services to patients at point of sale, with others aggressively promoting 
their business to the general public. 
 
When it comes to the distribution of medical cannabis, some states, such as New York, restrict the sale of 
medical cannabis to non-smokable forms of the drug. Others require that patients register with the state 
and identify their source of cannabis. Even within states regulations may vary. Some states allow for local 
bans and municipal ordinances to help regulate additional aspects of the supply of cannabis. 
 
 

3.4 NONMEDICAL, ADULT RECREATIONAL USE13 

The liberalisation of cannabis laws has been a gradual process. Early steps included medical cannabis, 
including the allowance and, sometimes, legal protection of dispensaries. Alaska, Colorado, Oregon, and 
                                                           
12 Ibid 4 
13 Ibid 4 
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In regard to the varieties of cannabis products and content limits, Uruguayan law allows citizens and 
permanent residents of Uruguay to purchase cannabis products with a THC content of up to 9 per cent 
and a minimum CBD content of 3 per cent. As at October 4, 2018, 28,470 persons had registered as 
purchasers at pharmacies, 6,819 persons had registered as home-growers and 107 clubs in operation.  
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Khalif Gobin 

Shawnelle Martineaux 

Akheem Valentine 

Kristal Jackson 

Joselyn Phillip 

Tyra Trotman 

Kerry-Ann Harrison- Course Director/Tutor.  

 

 

 

 

Dated: February 13, 2020.  
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JSC Cannabis Control Bill, 2019 

From: 	 Katherine Agong <katherineagong@gmail.com > 
Sent: 	 Friday, February 07, 2020 12:44 PM 
To: 	 JSC Cannabis Control Bill, 2019 
Cc: 	 Katherine Agong 

Subject: 	 Comments on the Cannabis Control Bill, 2019 

To: The Secretary 

Joint Select Committee on the Cannabis Control Bill, 2019, Office of the Parliament of Trinidad and Tobago 

Please see below my comments on the above captioned Bill: 

1. The definition of relative must include cousin, aunt and uncle due to the complex and varied societal 
make up of Trinidad and Tobago where a cousin or aunt could be much more of a significant relation 
than that of a mother to someone. 

2. Confirm that an address of a dwelling house would be acceptable to the Authority for granting of any of 
the types of licenses specified to either an individual or a company. 

3. Section 32 - I do not agree with it at all. It is too vague. The act should state all of the information 
required to be submitted with an application for any of the types of licenses specified. This is so that a 
potential applicant will know what is required in advance of making the application. Thus section 32 
should be deleted from the Act. The Section 32 requirement for further information could be abused by 
the Authority and used to prevent an applicant from getting a license, resulting in unnecessary additional 
expense and time wasted for the applicant and the Authority. 

4. The quantity of cannabis to be imported or exported should not affect whether or not an applicant is 
granted a license. Thus this should not be information requested by the Authority on the application for 
any of the the types of licenses specified in the Act. If the quantity granted is less than that applied for it 
could be economically unviable and limit a person's/ individual's and/ or company's ability to grow 
their business or activity as opportunities arise. Quantities to be imported in the application form is 
referred to in Section 35. (4). Thus this paragraph and references to quantities in a license should be 
deleted. 

5. Where a person or individual with a license (a licensee) dies provision should be made for transfer of the 
license especially in cases where there are people who depended on the activities of the deceased 
licensee for their livelihood. This will allow continuation of the activity for a period of transition (period 
to be specified in the Act) until arrangements can be made for others depending on the activity to apply 
for a new license or to wind up the activity. 

These are my comments. Please reply to acknowledge receipt of my comments. 

Kind regards, 

Katherine Agong 
Cell: 375-6125 
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Executive summary  

 

The below letter submitted to the committee speaks on broadening the use of the 
Hemp plant for not just religious or medical purposes but also for its use to develop 
materials for every day life such as building blocks, straws, paper etc. I would like to 
recommend including a license for such purposes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Secretary 
Joint Select Committee on the Cannabis Control Bill, 2019  
Office of the Parliament of Trinidad and Tobago  
Office of the Parliament  
Parliamentary Complex 
Cabildo Building 
St. Vincent Street  
Port-of-Spain 
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago 

 

Dear Secretary, 

 

I would firstly like to thank the government for taking this bold step with regards to 
Cannabis and the formulation of an Authority to ensure control mechanisms are put in 
place. I am a 23 year old girl from the community of Enterprise, Chaguanas with the 
dreams of developing homes made from Hemp blocks. I would like to suggest that we 
broaden the use of the Cannabis plant to include the production of a variety of items. 
Hemp fiber is stronger and softer than cotton, lasts twice as long as cotton, and will not 
mildew. On an annual basis, 1 acre of hemp will produce as much paper as 2 to 4 acres 
of trees. From tissue paper to cardboard, all types of paper products can be produced 
from hemp. 

The quality of hemp paper is superior to tree-based paper. Hemp paper will last 
hundreds of years without degrading, can be recycled many more times than tree-based 
paper, and requires less toxic chemicals in the manufacturing process than does paper 
made from trees. 

Hemp can be used to produce fiberboard that is stronger and lighter than wood. 
Substituting hemp fiberboard for timber would further reduce the need to cut down our 
forests. 

Hemp can be used to produce strong, durable and environmentally-friendly plastic 
substitutes. Thousands of products made from petroleum-based plastics can be 
produced from hemp-based composites. It can also be used to produce building blocks 
for homes which is more durable an eco friendly. I would like an option to not only 
harvest the plant for medicinal or religious purposes but for the above mentioned items. 
I hope my input resonates with you. 

 

Regards, 

Khadijah Burke 

Proud Citizen of Trinidad and Tobago  
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https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/c-38.8/page-14.html#h-95541
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THE MEDICAL AUTHORITY RE GULATING CANNABIS US E & SAFETY BILL , 2019 

 
 

ARRANGEMENT OF CLAUSES  
 

  
Clause 
 

PART I  

PRELIMINARY  

 
1. Short title 
2. Commencement 
3. Interpretation 
 

PART II  

THE MEDICAL AUTHORITY REGULATING CANNABIS USE & SAFETY  
 
 

4. Establishment of the Authority 
5. Powers of the Authority 
6. Functions of the Authority 
7.  Ministerial Directions 
8. Exercise of functions of the Authority 
9. Authority to be consulted 
10. Establishment and constitution of the Board  
11. Appointment of the Chief Executive Officer 
12. Functions of the Chief Executive Officer 
13. Leave of absence and temporary appointments 
14. Tenure of office 
15. Publication in Gazette 
16. Vacancy  
17. Resignation 
18. Disqualification  
19. Termination  
20. Proceedings and meetings of the Board  
21. Seal of the Authority 
22. Remuneration 
23. Committees of the Board 
24. Disclosure of interest 
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25. Reports to the Minister 
26. Establishment and duties of Medicinal Cannabis Inspectorate Division  
27. Issue of warrant by Magistrate  
28. Appointment of employees 
29. Obligation of Secrecy 
30. Protection from liability  
31. Funds and resources of the Authority 
32. Accounts and audit of the Authority 
33. Annual reports and returns 
34. Estimates and operating plan  
35. Authority guided by fair practice 
36. Authority reports to Cabinet 
37. Notices given by the Authority 
38. Licensee Authorised  
39. Requirements for inspections, investigations and searches 
40. Final Authority Order 
41. Protection against Monopolization 
42. Schedule of taxes on medicinal cannabis business operations 
 
 

PART I II  
ACCESS TO MEDICINAL CANNABIS  

 
43.       Authorised Medical Practitioner and Pharmacist 
44.       Duties of Medical Practitioner recommending medicinal cannabis 
45.       Authorised Medicinal Cannabis Recommendation 
46.       Medicinal Cannabis Patient Identification Card 
47.       Keeping of Records - the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago Cannabis Tracking System 
48.       Maintenance of Confidential Register 
49.       Dispensing of Medicinal Cannabis 
50.       Caregivers 
 

PART IV 
LICENSED SUPPLY OF MEDICINAL CANNABIS  

 
51.       Establishment of Scheme 
52.       Prohibition against Cultivation, Extraction, Processing, Testing, Dispensing, Infused 

Product Manufacture, Transport, Research, Export or Import of Cannabis without a 
license and Standards Requirements 

53.       Types of Licenses 
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54.       Medicinal Cannabis Businesses - Staff Licensing and Training 
55.       Protection from Criminal Liability 
 

PART V 
OFFENSES 

 
56.      Prohibitions 
57.      Prohibitions relating to an Authorised Medical Practitioner 
58.      General Penalty 
 

PART VI  
APPEALS 

 
59.      Establishment of Appeals Tribunal   
60.      Appeals to the Appeals Tribunal 
 

 PART VII  
GENERAL PROVISIONS  

 
61.       Regulations 
 
 

SCHEDULE 
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opinion of the Cabinet, disqualifies the member from holding 
office on the Board;  

(c)  has engaged in or is engaging in activities that are reasonably         
considered to be prejudicial to the interest of the Authority; or  

(d) fails to carry out the functions of his office as specified by 
this Act or under the  Regulations.  

 
Proceedings 
and meetings of 
the Board 

     20. (1) The Board shall meet at least once every month and at such other 
times as may be necessary or expedient for the transaction of business and 
such meetings shall be held at times and on days as the Board shall determine.  

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this Section, the Chief Executive 
Officer shall call a meeting if requested, in writing, to do so by at least five 
members.  

(3) The Chief Executive Officer, or in the case of the inability of the 
Chief Executive Officer to act, the Deputy Chief Executive Officer, shall 
preside at all meetings of the Board, and when so presiding the Chief 
Executive Officer, or the Deputy Chief Executive Officer shall have a casting 
vote in any case where the voting is equal.  

(4) In the case of the Chief Executive Officer or Deputy Chief 
Executive Officer being absent from or unable to act at any meeting, members 
of the Board present at the meeting shall elect one of their member to act as 
Chief Executive Officer at that meeting.  

(5) A quorum of the Board shall be five members.  

(6) The validity of the proceedings of the Board shall not be affected 
by any vacancy amongst the members thereof or by any defect in the 
appointment of any member of the Board.  

(7) Subject to the provisions of this Act and the Regulations, the Board 
may regulate its own proceedings.  

(8) Minutes in proper form of each meeting of the Board shall be kept 
and shall be confirmed as soon as practicable at a subsequent meeting of the 
Board.  

(9) All documents and decisions of the Board may be signified under 
the hand of the Chief Executive Officer, the Deputy Chief Executive Officer or 
other member authorized by the Board. 

 
Seal of the 
Authority 

  21. (1) The seal of the Authority shall be authenticated by the signature of 
the Chief Executive Officer, or any other member of the Board authorized to 
act in that behalf and shall be judicially and officially noted.  

(2) All documents, other than those required by law to be under seal, 
and all decisions of the Board may be signified under the hand of the Chief 
Executive Officer, or any other member of the Board or the Chief Executive 
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(f)  require applicants to submit complete and current 
applications and fees and other information the Division 
considers necessary to make licensing decisions and approve 
material changes made by the applicant or licensee; 

(g)  conduct investigations into the character, criminal history, 
and all other relevant factors related to suitability of all 
licensees and applicants for medicinal cannabis licences and 
such other persons with a direct or indirect interest in an 
applicant or licensee, as the Authority may require;  

(h) require any person by or on whose behalf data equipment is 
or has been used or any person having charge of, or otherwise 
concerned with the operation of the data equipment of any 
associated apparatus or material, to afford the inspector all 
reasonable assistance in relation to it and assist in the retrieval 
of information connected with the operation of such data 
equipment, apparatus or material;  

(i) summon, at any reasonable time, any other person employed 
in connection with such trade, business or activity to give to 
the inspector, any information which the inspector may 
reasonably require in relation to such trade, business or 
activity and to produce to the inspector any documents which 
are in the control of that other person;  

(j)  have photographs taken of anything on, at or in, the 
premises, place or vehicle and remove the photographs from 
the place and to inspect any vehicle relating to such trade, 
business or activity;  

(k) be present during harvest and processing of cultivated 
cannabis to record and reconcile wet and dry weights of 
cultivated cannabis to be entered into the Trinidad and 
Tobago Cannabis Tracking System; or  

(l) exercise any other power or duty authorized by law. 
 
            (5) An inspector shall not, other than with the consent of the occupier, 
enter a private dwelling unless he has obtained a warrant from the Magistrate 
under Section 26 and is in the company of a Trinidad and Tobago Police 
Service Officer who can affect the warrant.  

      (6) Where an inspector, in the exercise of his powers under this 
Section, is prevented from entering any premises, place or vehicle, an 
application may be made for a warrant under Section 26 authorizing such 
entry.  

      (7) An inspector appointed under this Act and pursuant Regulations, 
when exercising any powers conferred on him by the Regulations, may be 
accompanied by such other persons approved by the Authority. 
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(a) make a sale or contract for the sale of medicinal cannabis or medicinal 
cannabis infused products, or to fix a price charged therefor, or discount from, 
or rebate upon, that price, on the condition, agreement, or understanding that 
the authorized consumer or licenced purchaser thereof shall not use or deal in 
the goods, merchandise, machinery, supplies, commodities, or services of a 
competitor or competitors of the seller, where the effect of that sale, contract, 
condition, agreement, or understanding may be to substantially lessen 
competition or tend to create a monopoly in any line of trade or commerce; 

(b) sell any cannabis or cannabis products at less than cost for the purpose of 
injuring competitors, destroying competition, or misleading or deceiving 
purchasers or prospective purchasers; 

(c) discriminate between different regions, communities, or cities or portions 
thereof, or between different locations in those regions, communities, or cities 
or portions thereof in Trinidad and Tobago, by selling or furnishing the same 
medicinal cannabis or medicinal cannabis infused products at a lower price in 
one region, community, or city or any portion thereof, or in one location in 
that region, community, or city or any portion thereof, than in another, for the 
purpose of injuring competitors or destroying competition; 

(d) sell any cannabis or cannabis products at less than the cost thereof to 
such vendor, or to give away any article or product for the purpose of injuring 
competitors or destroying competition; or 

(e) have ownership or any financial interest, as explained in Sections 46 and 
47 of this Act, in more than twenty percent (20%), by number count, of the 
total number of medicinal cannabis business licences issued within the 
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago. 

(5) A person who, as director, officer, or agent of any firm or corporation, or 
as agent of any person, contravenes the provisions of this Part, or assists or 
aids, directly or indirectly, in that violation is responsible therefore equally 
with the person, firm, or corporation for which that person acts. 

 
Schedule of 
taxes on 
medicinal 
cannabis 
business 
operations 

42.   (1) The Trinidad and Tobago Value Added Tax (VAT) of 12.5% is levied 
on a taxable supply of all medicinal cannabis goods, medicinal derivatives and 
medicinal cannabis infused products sold within the Republic of Trinidad and 
Tobago; 
 

OR (for Minister of Finance Approval)  
 
   (1*) The Trinidad and Tobago Value Added Tax (VAT) of 12.5% shall not 
be applied to non-prescribable medicinal cannabis goods, instead, a non-
prescribable medicinal cannabis sales tax of 10% is levied on a taxable supply 
of all non-prescribable medicinal cannabis goods, medicinal derivatives and 
medicinal cannabis infused products sold within the Republic of Trinidad and 
Tobago. 
   (2) An export tax duty of 15% is levied on the export of all medicinal 
cannabis goods meeting all other export requirements and intended for export. 
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I confirm the above. 
 
 
 
 

President of the Senate 
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(f) a Medicinal Cannabis Infused Products Manufacturer Licence, which shall be issued 
to allow for activities relating to the processing and manufacturing of medicinal 
cannabis products, including but not limited to, edibles and other derivative products, 
but does not include the extraction of medicinal cannabis;  

(g) a Medicinal Cannabis Transport Licence, which shall be issued to allow for the 
transport of medicinal cannabis;   

(h) a Medicinal Cannabis Research Licence, which shall be issued to allow for the 
conduct of scientific research relating to the development of medicinal cannabis;  

(i) a Medicinal Cannabis Import or Export licence, which will follow the International 
Narcotics Control Board guidelines and International Drug Treaty regulations 
regarding schedule 1 controlled substances export and import procedures, with the 
addition of phytosanitary certification and other agriculture documents for medicinal 
cannabis plant material; 

(j) an Industrial Hemp Processing Facility License, which shall be granted to allow for 
the processing of industrial hemp. 

(2) A person who is granted a licence pursuant to the Dangerous Drugs Act Chap. 11:25 and 
these Regulations, shall not transfer or assign his licence to another person or entity or cause or 
permit another person or entity to use the licence.  

(3) Any purported transfer or assignment of a licence shall be null and void unless authorized 
by the Authority.  

(4) A person who imports or brings into, or exports from the Republic of Trinidad and 
Tobago, any cannabis or cannabis infused products except under and in accordance with a licence, 
and into or from port or place, authorized by the Authority, shall be guilty of an offence against 
the Dangerous Drugs Act Chap. 11:25. 

 

21. Medicinal cannabis business application  

 (1) An application for a licence shall be complete and accompanied by the required fees 
which may be accepted and processed by the Authority. 

(2) Where an application is complete, but further information is required before it can be fully 
processed, the applicant shall provide the additional requested information within the time frame 
given by the Authority in order for the application to be acted on in a timely manner and to be 
considered complete. 

(3) An application shall include all attachments or supplemental information required by the 
forms supplied by the Authority. 

(4) An application shall be accompanied by a full remittance for the whole amount of the 
application fees as specified in Regulation 68 of these Regulations. 







































































































































https://www.time.gov/




















































Page 137 of 329 
 

(10) Licensees shall follow proper guidelines on growing, chemical use, flushing of excess 
chemicals, drying and curing the medicinal cannabis in such a way that there are no harmful 
residues left in the final product.  

(11) Medicinal cannabis provided by a licenced cultivation facility shall meet or pass all 
testing standards specified in Part VI  of these Regulations in order to move on to the licenced 
dispensary, licenced extraction or processing operation or licenced infused products manufacturer. 

(12) Medicinal cannabis provided by a licenced cultivation facility that fails the testing 
standards specified in Part VI  of these Regulations shall be destroyed at the cost of the licensee 
within an authorized disposal facility. 

 

111. Medicinal Cannabis Cultivation Operation - General Limitations or Prohibited Acts 

(1) An authorized medicinal cannabis cultivation operation may transfer medicinal cannabis 
to another licenced medicinal cannabis business. 

(2) A medicinal cannabis cultivation operation is prohibited from selling medicinal cannabis 
that is not packaged and labelled in accordance with Part VIII of these Regulations. 

(3) A medicinal cannabis cultivation operation shall not sell medicinal cannabis to a patient or 
caregiver. 

(4) A medicinal cannabis cultivation operation shall not permit the consumption medicinal 
cannabis goods on its licenced premises. 

(5) Any medicinal cannabis that is not sold to a downstream licenced medicinal cannabis 
business within ten (10) months of the harvest date of the particular batch, shall be destroyed at 
the cost of the licensee at an authorized disposal facility. 

 

112. Medicinal cannabis cultivation operation specific guidelines 

(1) The Authority shall set the total number of plants allowed for each proposed harvest cycle, 
separately to each Licensee. 

(2) Each plant shall be tagged from germination with a unique identifier and input into the 
Trinidad and Tobago Tracking System to be tracked and monitored from its germination stage to 
harvest and sale. 

(3) The licensee shall be responsible for ensuring all medicinal cannabis plants are tagged and 
the information regarding any cannabis plant is continuously maintained and updated in the 
tracking system 
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 CARBOFURAN 1563-66-2 
 CARBON TETRACHLORIDE 56-23-5 
 CHLORDANE 57-74-9 
 CHLORDECONE (KEPONE) 143-50-0 
 CHLORDIMEFORM 6164-98-3 
 CHLOROBENZILATE 510-15-6 
 CHLOROMETHOXYPROPYLMERCURIC ACETATE EDF-183 
 COPPER ARSENATE 10103-61-4 
 2,4-D, ISOOCTYL ESTER                     25168-26-7 
 DAMINOZIDE 1596-84-5 
 DDD 72-54-8 
 DDT 50-29-3 
 DI(PHENYLMERCURY)DODECENYLSUCCINATE  [PMDS] EDF-187 
 1,2-DIBROMO-3-CHLOROPROPANE  (DBCP) 96-12-8 
 1,2-DIBROMOETHANE 106-93-4 
 1,2-DICHLOROETHANE 107-06-2 
 DIELDRIN 60-57-1 
 4,6-DINITRO-O-CRESOL                        534-52-1 
 DINITROBUTYL   PHENOL                          88-85-7 
 ENDRIN 72-20-8 
 EPN 2104-64-5 
 ETHYLENE OXIDE 75-21-8 
 FLUOROACETAMIDE 640-19-7 
 GAMMA -LIND ANE                                               58-89-9 
 GLYPHOSATE 1071-83-6 
 HEPTACLOR 76-44-8 
 HEXACHLORBENZENE 118-74-1 
 1,2,3,4,5,6-HEXACHLOROCYCLOHEXANE  (ISOMER MIX) 608-73-1 
 1,3-HEXANEDIOL,   2-ETHYL                                       94-96-2 
 LEAD ARSENATE 7784-40-9 
 LEPTOPHOS 21605-90-5 
 MERCURY 7439-97-6 
 METHAMIDOPHOS 10265-92-6 
 METHYLPARATHION 298-00-0 
 MEVINPHOS 7786-34-7 
 MIREX 2385-85-5 
 NITROFEN 1836-75-5 
 OCTAMETHYLDIPHOSPHORAMIDE 152-16-9 
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(8) Medicinal cannabis goods provided by a licenced extraction and processing facility shall 
meet or pass all testing standards specified in Part VI  of these Regulations, in order to move on to 
the licenced dispensary or licenced infused products manufacturer. 

(9) Medicinal cannabis goods provided by a licenced extraction and processing facility that 
fails the testing standards specified in Part VI  of these Regulations, shall be destroyed at the cost 
of the licensee within an authorized disposal facility as specified in Regulation 92 of these 
Regulations. 

 

118. Medicinal cannabis extraction and processing operation - specific guidelines 

(1) A licensee of a medicinal cannabis extraction and processing operation shall obtain 
medicinal cannabis plant material from an authorized medicinal cannabis cultivation licensee. 

(2) Any cannabis plant material that is received by a medicinal cannabis extraction and 
processing operation shall have been tagged from germination with a unique identifier and input 
into the Trinidad and Tobago Tracking System and shall be tracked and monitored from its 
germination stage to harvest and sale and shall follow and maintain the chain of command. 

(3) A licensee shall be responsible for ensuring all medicinal cannabis plant material batches 
from the medicinal cannabis cultivation licensee are tagged and the information regarding plants 
has been input into the tracking system, and the licensee shall continuously maintain and update in 
the tracking system, all extracted products. 

(4) The licensee shall, in addition to all the tracking and reporting requirements in these 
Regulations, record and report the total wet or net weight of the plant material and the total net 
weight of all the end product produced and ensure reconciliation within the Trinidad and Tobago 
Tracking System. 

(5) The licensee shall ensure that all extraction and processing equipment are properly set up 
and maintained by a qualified professional and is inspected and approved by a public health 
inspector and an official from the Trinidad and Tobago Fire Service. 

(6) A licensee shall meet all premises security requirements as specified within these 
Regulations. 

(7) A licensee shall that ensure all extracted and processed medicinal cannabis goods are each 
affixed with a Unique Identifier and entered into the Trinidad and Tobago Tracking System prior 
to its sale. 

(8) A licensee shall record and reconcile through the tracking system, all medicinal cannabis 
waste. 
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(3) Facility shall meet all health and building regulations for its purposes as well as be 
inspected and approved by the Public Health Inspectorate and the Trinidad and Tobago Fire 
Service. 

(4) A medicinal cannabis infused products manufacturer may only sell its own medicinal 
cannabis infused products to medicinal cannabis dispensaries. 

(5) A medicinal cannabis infused products manufacturer may manufacture, prepare, package, 
label and store medicinal cannabis infused product, that are comprised of medicinal cannabis, in 
raw, processed or extracted forms and other ingredients intended for use or consumption, such as 
edible products, skin products, body products or other health based products. 

(6) A medicinal cannabis infused products manufacturer shall not manufacture, prepare, 
package, store, or label medicinal cannabis infused product in a location that is operating as a 
retail food establishment, a wholesale food registrant or a non-cannabis infused product 
manufacturing operation; 

 (7) A medicinal cannabis infused products manufacturer shall provide samples of its 
medicinal cannabis infused product to a testing facility that has obtained a licence to test medicinal 
cannabis for standards testing purposes.  

(8) The medicinal cannabis infused products manufacturer shall maintain the testing results as 
part of its business books and records. 

 

122. Medicinal cannabis infused products manufacturer - general limitations or prohibited 
acts 

(1) A medicinal cannabis infused products manufacturer is prohibited from selling any 
medicinal cannabis infused product that is not properly packaged and labelled according to Part 
VIII  of these Regulations. 

(2) A medicinal cannabis infused products manufacturer is prohibited from selling medicinal 
cannabis or medicinal cannabis infused product to an authorized patient or caregiver. 

(3) A medicinal cannabis infused products manufacturer shall not permit the consumption of 
medicinal cannabis or medicinal cannabis infused products on its licenced premises. 

(4) A medicinal cannabis infused products manufacturer shall provide adequate refrigeration 
for perishable medicinal cannabis infused product intended for consumption and shall utilize 
adequate storage facilities and transport methods. 

(5) All medicinal cannabis infused product that is not sold to a licenced medicinal cannabis 
dispensary by the expiration date of the particular batch, shall be destroyed at the cost of the 
licensee at an authorized disposal facility. 
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(6) Any product or goods marketed by a medicinal cannabis infused products manufacturer 
that is to be sold within a registered pharmacy, shall first be registered and approved by the 
Chemistry, Food and Drug Division of the Ministry of Health. 

(7) The medicinal cannabis infused products manufacturer operation shall maintain the testing 
results as part of its business books and records according to Part VI of these Regulations. 

(8) Medicinal cannabis infused product batches are subject to quality assurance and testing 
prior to sale at a medicinal cannabis dispensary. 

 

DIVISION 5 - Medicinal Cannabis Business Dispensary L icence 

 
126. Medicinal cannabis dispensary - licence privileges 

(1) A medicinal cannabis dispensary shall exercise only those privileges granted to it by the 
Authority. 

(2) A medicinal cannabis dispensary may only sell medicinal cannabis flower that it has 
purchased from a licenced medicinal cannabis cultivation operation. 

(3) A medicinal cannabis dispensary may only sell medicinal cannabis infused product that it 
has purchased from a licenced medicinal cannabis infused products manufacturer, where each 
product is pre-packaged and labelled upon purchase from the manufacturer. 

(4) A medicinal cannabis dispensary may only sell processed medicinal cannabis and 
medicinal cannabis extract product that it has purchased from a licenced medicinal cannabis 
extraction or processing operation, where every product are pre-packaged and labelled upon 
purchase from the processor. 

(5) A medicinal cannabis dispensary may provide samples of its products for testing and 
research purposes to a medicinal cannabis testing facility or to a medicinal cannabis research and 
development facility that has obtained a licence to test or research medicinal cannabis.  

(6) A medicinal cannabis dispensary may store inventory on licenced premises and any 
inventory stored on the licenced premises shall be secured in a limited access area compliant with 
Regulations 79 and 81 of these Regulations, and tracked consistently with the inventory tracking 
rules as specified in Part IV of these Regulations. 

(7) A medicinal cannabis dispensary shall not sell medicinal cannabis to any person, except to 
authorized patients and caregivers or to authorized research facilities. 

(8) A medicinal cannabis dispensary may sell medicinal cannabis, non-infused medicinal 
cannabis products and medicinal cannabis infused products. 
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(16) The program shall make every effort to recruit qualified patients and qualified physicians 
from throughout Trinidad and Tobago. 

(17) The cannabis studies shall employ state-of-the-art research methodologies. 

(18) The program shall ensure that all cannabis used in the studies is of the appropriate 
medical quality and shall be obtained from licenced medicinal cannabis businesses designated to 
supply cannabis for authorized research. 

(19) The program may review, approve, or incorporate studies and research by independent 
groups presenting scientifically valid protocols for medical research, regardless of whether the 
areas of study are being researched elsewhere. 

 

143.  Researcher obligations 

 
(1) Researcher(s) are responsible for the following: 

(a) submitting an application for research to the Authority; 
(b) ensuring all information required for a thorough and complete review of the ethics of the 

proposed research is submitted; 
(c) only initiating research (including pilots) upon stated approval from the relevant 

Committee(s) of the Authority and the Ministry of Health; 
(d) in the case of  research with human participants, adhering strictly to the consent processes 

that were approved by the Authority and Ethics guidelines;  
(e) ensuring the research project is conducted in accordance with the National Health 

Research Ethics policy; 
(f) immediately reporting all adverse events or unanticipated risks of harm to human or 

animal subjects or the environment, related to the conduct of the research project to the 
Research Ethics Committee (REC), Special Committee and/or other relevant authorities 
as required by law; 

(g) ensuring all recommendations provided by the Research Ethics Committee are 
implemented immediately; 

(h) informing the REC, Special Committee and, in the case of REC, the participants also, of 
the suspension or termination of the research project and plans for any follow-up care, 
where relevant; 

(i) informing his/her affiliated institution, and any other relevant organisations of the 
suspension or termination of the research project by the Committee;  

(j) ensuring there are no deviations from, or changes to, the approved Research Protocol in 
the conduct of the research project except where immediate action is necessary to prevent 
harm to human or animal subjects, or the environment and in such a case, the relevant 
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Benzene  71-43-2  1.0  

Chloroform  67-66-3  1.0  

Ethylene oxide  75-21-8  1.0  

Methylene chloride  75-09-2  1.0  

Trichloroethylene  79-01-6  1.0  

  

Category II  
Residual Solvent or  
Processing Chemical  

  
CAS No.    

Cannabis Product or  
Pre-roll Action Level 
(µg/g)  

Acetone  67-64-1  3000  

Acetonitrile  75-05-8  300  

Butane  106-97-8  5000  

Ethanol  64-17-5   5000  

Ethyl acetate  141-78-6  5000  

Ethyl ether  60-29-7  5000  

Heptane  142-82-5  3000  
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Imazalil  35554-44-0  

Methiocarb  2032-65-7  

Methyl parathion  298-00-0  

Mevinphos  7786-34-7  

Paclobutrazol  76738-62-0  

Propoxur  114-26-1  

Spiroxamine  118134-30-8  

Thiacloprid  111988-49-9  

  
 

Category II Residual 
Pesticide  CAS No.  

Action Level (µg/g)  

Inhalable Cannabis 
Goods  Other Cannabis 

Goods  

Abamectin  71751-41-2  0.1  0.3  

Acephate  30560-19-1  0.1  5  

Acequinocyl  57960-19-7  0.1  4  

Acetamiprid  135410-20-7  0.1  5  

Azoxystrobin  131860-33-8  0.1  40  
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Bifenazate  149877-41-8  0.1  5  

Bifenthrin  82657-04-3  0.3  0.5  

Boscalid  188425-85-6  0.1  10  

Captan  133-06-2  0.7  5  

Carbaryl  63-25-2  0.5  0.5  

Chlorantraniliprole  500008-45-7  10  40  

Clofentezine  74115-24-5  0.1  0.5  

Cyfluthrin  68359-37-5  2  1  

Cypermethrin  52315-07-8  1  1  

Diazinon  333-41-5  0.1  0.2  

Dimethomorph  110488-70-5  2  20  

Etoxazole  153233-91-1  0.1  1.5  

Fenhexamid  126833-17-8  0.1  10  

Fenpyroximate  111812-58-9  0.1  2  

Flonicamid  158062-67-0  0.1  2  

Fludioxonil  131341-86-1  0.1  30  
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Hexythiazox  78587-05-0  0.1  2  

Imidacloprid  138261-41-3  3  3  

Kresoxim-methyl  143390-89-0  0.1  1  

  
 
 

Category II Residual 
Pesticide  CAS No.  

Action Level (µg/g)  

Inhalable 
Cannabis Goods  

Other Cannabis 
Goods  

Malathion  121-75-5  0.5  5  

Metalaxyl  57837-19-1  2  15  

Methomyl  16752-77-5  1  0.1  

Myclobutanil  88671-89-0  0.1  9  

Naled  300-76-5  0.1  0.5  

Oxamyl  23135-22-0  0.5  0.2  

Pentachloronitrobenzene  82-68-8  0.1  0.2  

Permethrin  52645-53-1  0.5  20  

Phosmet  732-11-6  0.1  0.2  

Piperonylbutoxide  51-03-6  3  8  
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Prallethrin  23031-36-9  0.1  0.4  

Propiconazole  60207-90-1  0.1  20  

Pyrethrins  8003-34-7  0.5  1  

Pyridaben  96489-71-3  0.1  3  

Spinetoram  187166-15-0, 187166-40-1  0.1  3  

Spinosad  131929-60-7, 131929-63-0  0.1  3  

Spiromesifen  283594-90-1  0.1  12  

Spirotetramat  203313-25-1  0.1  13  

Tebuconazole  107534-96-3  0.1  2  

Thiamethoxam  153719-23-4  5  4.5  

Trifloxystrobin  141517-21-7  0.1  30  

  

(6) If the sample fails residual pesticides testing, the batch from which the sample was 
collected fails residual pesticides testing and shall not be released for sale.   

 

168. Microbial impurities testing  

(1) The laboratory shall analyse at minimum 1.0 grams of the representative sample of 
medicinal cannabis goods to determine whether microbial impurities are present.   
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175. Remediation and retesting   

(1) The licenced medicinal cannabis business may arrange for remediation of a failed 
medicinal cannabis goods batch and if the batch cannot be remediated, the batch shall be destroyed 
at the cost of the licenced medicinal cannabis business at an authorized disposal facility. 

(2) A medicinal cannabis goods batch that has been additionally processed after failed testing 
shall be retested and successfully pass all the analyses required under this Part, before being sold.  

(3) If a failed batch is not remediated or reprocessed in any way it cannot be retested and any 
subsequent COAs produced without remediation or reprocessing of the failed batch will not 
supersede the initial regulatory compliance testing COA.     

(4) A medicinal cannabis goods batch may only be remediated twice and if the batch fails 
after the second remediation attempt and the second retesting, the entire batch shall be destroyed. 

(5) Within one business day of completing the required analyses of a representative sample 
obtained from a remediated cannabis goods batch, the laboratory shall upload the COA 
information into the Trinidad and Tobago Tracking System. 

(6) Nothing in this Regulation shall be interpreted to prevent a cannabis goods batch from 
being retested when the COA is 10 or more months old.  

 

176. Psilocybin Testing 

 
In addition to all other required testing and qualification standards in these Regulations, psilocybin 
mushrooms shall be tested for psilocybin content. 
 
 

177. Post testing sample retention  

(1) The laboratory shall retain the reserve sample, consisting of any portion of a sample that 
was not used in the testing process and the reserve sample shall be kept, at minimum, for 45 
business days after the analyses, after which time it may be destroyed and denatured to the point 
the material is rendered unrecognizable and unusable.  

(2) The laboratory shall securely store the reserve sample in a manner that prohibits sample 
degradation, contamination, and tampering.    

(3) The laboratory shall provide the reserve sample to the Authority upon request.  
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PART VIII  

 
Labelling and Packaging 

 
197. Packaging requirements - general requirements 

(1) The sale of medicinal cannabis to an authorized patient or caregiver is prohibited unless 
previously placed within a container by a medicinal cannabis dispensary, medicinal cannabis 
extraction and processing operation or medicinal cannabis cultivation operation-- 

(a) the container shall be designed to be child resistant and to ensure that the contents are 
kept secure and shall be designed or constructed to be significantly difficult for 
children under five years of age to open and not difficult for normal adults to use  
properly; 

        (b) The container shall be opaque and sealed and shall not allow the product to be seen 
without opening the packaging material; 

(2) The sale of a medicinal cannabis infused product is prohibited unless the medicinal 
cannabis infused product has previously been placed within a container by a medicinal cannabis 
infused products manufacturer; 

(a) the container shall be designed or constructed to be significantly difficult for children 
under five years of age to open and not difficult for normal adults to use  properly; 

(b) the container or packaging shall not allow the product to be seen without opening the 
packaging material. 

(3) Single-use plastic packaging shall not be allowed, instead, licensees are required to use re-
usable plastic, glass or metal containers to meet the standards of child-proof packaging as 
specified in this Regulation, for all retail medicinal cannabis goods with the exception of edible 
infused medicinal cannabis products. 

 

198. Labelling requirements - general requirements 

(1) All non-prescribable medicinal cannabis and medicinal cannabis infused product sold, 
transferred, or otherwise provided to an authorized patient or caregiver and any prescribable 
medicinal cannabis goods manufactured, extracted, processed, combined, compounded or 
produced in Trinidad and Tobago, shall be in a container that is labelled with all required 
information, and that specifically excludes certain text. 
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Licensee transferred medicinal cannabis goods from 
his or her licenced premises to another licensee 
without using a licenced transporter.  -  - X  

 

 

  
Failure to prominently display licence on 
licenced premises where it can be viewed by 
local agencies and the public 

X  -  -  
 

  Licensee sublet a portion of the licenced 
premises.  - X  -  

 

  

Failure to notify the Authority in writing within 
ten (10) calendar days of any changes to any item 
listed in an application.  X   

 

  

Failure to submit a new application for a change 
in business entity type that includes any change 
of ownership.  -  X  -  

 

 

Failure to notify the Authority in writing of a 
penalty or judgment of a criminal conviction or 
civil judgment rendered against the licensee or 
any owner within forty-eight (48) hours of 
receiving such penalty or judgement of a 
criminal penalty or civil judgement.  

X  -  -  

 

  

Failure to notify the Authority in writing of a 
revocation of a local licence, permit, or other 
authorization within forty-eight (48) hours of the 
revocation.  

  X -  

 
 
 

  

Failure to notify the Authority in writing of an 
administrative order for violations of labour 
standards against the licensee or any owner in his 
or her individual capacity.   

X   -  
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Failure to assign a unique harvest batch name 
that is associated with all UIDs for each 
individual plant, or portion thereof, contained 
in the harvest batch.  

-   X  

 

  

Failure to assign a UID to Medicinal 
cannabis goods corresponding to the unique 
harvest batch name from which the 
Medicinal cannabis goods were derived.   

-  X   

 

 

  

Failure to retire UIDs in the Trinidad and 
Tobago Tracking System associated with the 
destruction or disposal of Medicinal cannabis 
goods within three (3) calendar business days of 
the destruction or disposal.  

-  X   

 

  
Failure to obtain a unique Trinidad and Tobago 
Tracking System user log-on for each user 
entering information into the tracking system.  

 X -  
 

 

Licensee, designated account manager, or 
Trinidad and Tobago Tracking System user used 
or shared his or her unique log-on with another 
person.   

X  -  -  

 

  

Licensee, account manager, user, employee, or 
agent misrepresented, mispresented or falsified 
data and information entered into the Trinidad 
and Tobago Tracking System.  

-   X  

 

  
Failure to monitor notifications and/or resolve 
issues included in the notification in the time 
frame specified in the notification.  

  X -  
 

  

Failure to report through the Trinidad and 
Tobago Tracking System any and all transfers of 
Medicinal cannabis goods to another licenced 
entity prior to movement of the Medicinal 
cannabis goods off the licenced premises.  

-   X  
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Failure to report through the Trinidad and Tobago 
Tracking System any and all receipt or rejection of 
medicinal cannabis goods received or rejected by 
the licensee on his or her licenced premises from 
another licensee within twenty-four (24) hours of 
receipt or rejection of the products.  

-  X   

 

  

Failure to report in the Trinidad and Tobago 
Tracking System information related to the 
disposition of medicinal cannabis goods on the 
licenced premises within three (3) calendar 
business days of the change in disposition.  

-  X  -  

 

  

Licensee failed to record all required information 
for each transfer of Medicinal cannabis goods to, or 
Medicinal cannabis goods received from, other 
licenced premises.  

-  X  -  

 

  

Annual licensee failed to report all commercial 
cannabis activity the annual licensee conducted 
with provisional licensees in the Trinidad and 
Tobago Tracking System  

-  X   

 

  

Failure to reconcile all on-premises and in-transit 
medicinal cannabis goods inventories at least once 
every fourteen (14) days. -    X 

 

 

  

Failure to record the dry weight of all harvested 
cannabis once all drying and curing activities have 
been completed, or within sixty (60) calendar days 
from the initial harvest date, whichever is sooner.  

-    X 

 

  

Failure to close out physical inventory of all 
medicinal cannabis goods and UIDs in the Trinidad 
and Tobago Tracking System.  -  X  -  
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(1) Operation of a motor vehicle while impaired by cannabis use shall be considered an 
offense and shall be subject to the provisions of Sections 70 to 70H of the Motor Vehicle 
and Road Traffic Act Chap. 48:50 

(2) Subject to Section 70 subsection (4) of the Motor Vehicle and Road Traffic Act Chap. 
48:50 and subject to Minister approval, the use of impairment screening devices to 
determine the level of impairment of the driver shall be employed to determine driver 
impairment by cannabis and other drugs; and 

(a) upon receiving a positive indication or result for impairment, the driver shall be 
detained and taken to the Police Station where a chemical screening test will be employed 
to determine the type of drug involved. 

 

224. Statute of limitations  

(1) All accusations against licensees shall be filed by the Authority within five years after the 
performance of the act or omission alleged as the ground for disciplinary action. 

(2) Subregulation (1) of this Regulation shall not constitute a defence to an accusation 
alleging fraud or misrepresentation as a ground for disciplinary action.  

(3) The cause for disciplinary action in that case shall not be considered to have accrued until 
discovery, by the Authority, of the facts constituting the fraud or misrepresentation, and, in that 
case, the accusation may be filed within five years after that discovery. 
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(3) The notice shall be sent to the denied applicant or respondent in writing by personal service or 
by first-class mail to the last mailing address of record. 
 
 (4) Hearings shall be scheduled and held as soon as is practicable. 
 
 

228. Appeal of the Tribunal Decision 

  
Either Party to a proceeding before the Appeals Tribunal who is dissatisfied with the decision of 
the Appeals Tribunal may within fourteen (14) days after being notified of the decision, file a 
notice of appeal, to a Judge in Chambers at the High Court and every such appeal shall be made 
within such time and in such form and shall be heard in such manner as may be prescribed by 
rules of Court. 
 
 
 

APPLICATION SCHEDULE  
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