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Comments by the Ministry of Trade and Industry on the 8th Report of the Joint Select
Committee on Land and Physical Infrastructure on an inquiry into the Effectiveness of
Measures in place to Reduce Traffic congestion on the Nation’s Roads




Background

Standing Orders 110(6) of the House of Representatives and 100(6) of the Senate
respectively require the Minister with responsibility for the Ministry/body reported on by a
Joint Select Committee (JSC) to present to each House a paper responding to the

recommendations/comments contained in the Report.

In this regard, the Ministry of Trade and Industry (MTI) was requested to respond to
specific recommendations contained in the 8" Report on an inquiry into the Effectiveness
of Measures in place to Reduce Traffic Congestion on the Nation’s Roads as outlined on
page 65 (Recommendation 23), page 81 (Recommendations 32 and 33), and page 97
(Recommendations 45 and 46). The MTI has also commented on the following
recommendations/areas in the Report:

e Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) (Recommendation 6)
e Park and Ride initiative (Recommendation 29)

MTI comments on specific Recommendations

Findings

Recommendations

MTI Response

47. The responsibility for
dealing with and
managing traffic
congestion in Trinidad
mainly resides with the
Ministry of Works and
Transport (MOWT) and
the Ministry of Rural
Development and Local
Government (MORDLG)
and in Tobago, the
Division of Infrastructure,
Quarries and the
Environment, Tobago
House of Assembly
(THA).

48. Through Regional
Coordinating Committee
Meetings the
Ministries/entities
responsible for
alleviating traffic
congestion in Trinidad
meet regularly.

Recommendation 23:

That quarterly
meetings be held
amongst the transport
stakeholders.

The MTI agrees with

Recommendation 23.

The MTI is directly concerned with
growing this country’s non-energy
trade which involves the import and
export of goods from the various ports
which includes inland haulage and the
distribution of goods within the
country.

The MTI is also responsible for
creating new and expanding existing
economic spaces to facilitate
business growth and development
especially in  the non-energy
manufacturing sector via its State
Agency, eTecK. eTecK is directly
responsible for the development,
management and maintenance of
industrial parks and selected real
estate owned by the Gov't (e.g. Hilton
Hotel and Magdalena Grand Beach
Resort and Golf Course).




Findings

Recommendations

MTI Response

49. Meetings amongst
transport stakeholders
inclusive of the UWI are
not held regularly.

It should be noted that eTecK had a
transport study developed (in 2009)
for the Tamana Intech Park which
would be useful information to other

transportation plans in the
surrounding areas. Stakeholders
could be expanded to include

developers. The study addressed
issues not only within the park itself,
but also those related to the
movement of people to and from the
park. The report recommended the
development of a Transit Hub to
service employees of businesses on
the parks and students of the
university. The plan has not yet been
implemented.

As detailed in the Trinidad and
Tobago Trade Policy 2019-2023, the
MTl is also required to collaborate with
key stakeholders including the MOWT
and other towards implementing the
National Transport Policy in Trinidad
and Tobago.

67. Enforcement is an
issue for some heavy
trucks with time
restrictions.

68.The outer lanes of
highways should be
designed to
accommodate Freight
vehicles.

Recommendation 32:
That the MOWT hold

the necessary
discussions regarding
time restrictions for

trucks with the relevant
stakeholders inclusive
of the MTI three (3)
months subsequent to
the laying of this report.

The MTI agrees with
Recommendation 32.
The MOWT should hold the

necessary discussions regarding time
restrictions for trucks with relevant
stakeholders, including the MTI. The
MTI has engaged the MOWT on this
matter.

The impact of transport vehicles on
businesses (as well as the
transportation of employees) in
Industrial parks throughout Trinidad
and Tobago can be significant and
therefore it is important to have
consultations with tenants of the
parks.




Findings

Recommendations

MTI Response

In addition to time restrictions, it is
proposed that the issue of overloaded
trucks be addressed, particularly
reinforcing the law with regard to
overloaded trucks traversing the
roadways and the implementation of
weigh stations/points. Overloaded
trucks severely affect the design life of
roadways generally.

The MTI, its State Agencies and key
stakeholders (e.g. eTecK, Trinidad
and Tobago Manufacturers’
Association (TTMA), Trinidad and
Tobago Chamber of Industry and
Commerce (TTCIC)) are major users
of the road network and are direct
consumers of the services offered by
key transport providers including
hauliers and transport contractors.
Some  companies  within  the
Manufacturing sector also have their
own in-house transportation fleet and
distribution vehicles and trucks which
make such companies in the
Manufacturing sector key transport
stakeholders.

67. Enforcement is an
issue for some heavy
trucks with time
restrictions.

68. The outer lanes of
highways should be
designed to
accommodate Freight
vehicles.

Recommendation 33:
That the MOWT
reconsider the
recommendations
outlined in the Study
on Freight Vehicles.

The MTI agrees with
Recommendation 33.

Restricting trucks on the left—-most
lane may be helpful in alleviating
traffic congestion. Other factors may
also impact traffic congestion as it
relates to freight vehicles, include the
times of the day, specific types of
freight, condition of the roads and/or
specific areas of the country.

95. There is a lack of
policies regarding
decentralization of
services and

Recommendation 45:
Refer to
Recommendation 2:
The commencement of

The MTI agrees with
Recommendation 45.




Findings

Recommendations

MTI Response

telecommuting/flexible
work hours.

96. Commuters lack
confidence in the public
transportation system.

97. People prefer to work
adjusted hours to escape
the traffic.

meetings amongst the
various stakeholders to
explore the concept of
decentralization.

Also, the MTI supports ongoing
measures to increase the use of
Information and Communication
Technology (ICT), increase migration
of Government services online and

promote and facilitate e-commerce.

The MTI’s Single Electronic Window
(SEW) for Trade and Business
Facilitation known as TTBizLink
provides a secure IT platform offering
24/7 access to over 47 trade and
business related government e-
services that expedites and simplifies
the information flow between the
public sector, the private sector and
individuals.

DevelopTT (the Automated
Construction Permitting System) was
recently launched and serves to
facilitate every step of the building,
planning and development process
via an online platform.

Additionally, the Trinidad and Tobago
Bureau of Standards (TTBS) in
December 2019 implemented an
online payments system to allow for
payments of import inspection fees.

In planning new developments such
as Industrial Parks, a holist approach
should be taken. Consideration
should be given to not only the
development of the park itself, but
also additional supporting
infrastructure for those working in the
parks, including, but not limited to
housing, schools basic health
facilities, recreation, shopping, and
banking as part of the development.
This would reduce the need of
vehicles to get persons to/from their




Findings

Recommendations

MTI Response

places of work and other activities,
and encourage walking and cycling.

95. There is a lack of
policies regarding
decentralization of
services and
telecommuting/flexible
work hours.

96. Commuters lack
confidence in the public
transportation system.

97. People prefer to work
adjusted hours to escape
the traffic.

Recommendation 46:
Refer to
Recommendation 12:
The establishment of a
Transit Authority with
responsibility for
coordinating
transportation in
Trinidad and Tobago.

The MTI agrees with recommendation
46.

MTI comments on other Recommendations/Issues

Findings

Recommendations/Issue

MTI Response

16. The economic and
engineering feasibility
of the implementation
of a BRT system in
Trinidad, using the
current infrastructure
will be determined by a
feasibility study being
undertaken through the
Inter-American
Development Bank
(IDB).

17. The Bus Rapid
Transit and Priority Bus
Route (BRT-PBR) are
superior to the tram
train and is the best
bus-based mass transit
alternative for Trinidad.

Recommendation 6:
The MoWT to provide the
Parliament with the
feasibility study on the
BRT system when
completed.

The MTI agrees that the
implementation of a Bus Rapid
Transit can help alleviate the traffic
congestion in T&T. A bus transit
system can directly alleviate traffic
congestion as it can move large
numbers of people, using less
space on the roadway, when
compared to individual cars.

Furthermore, transportation via the
BRT carries the potential to
generate significant economies of
scale as the cost of transporting
people declines when larger
volumes of people are moved at
once. Additionally, if the CNG-
fueled buses are used, it would help
reduce T&T's Green House Gas
(GHG) emissions and comply with
the Paris Climate Agreement.




Findings

Recommendations/Issue

MTI Response

Any such feasibility study must

consider eTecK’s existing and
planned industrial parks/estate.
The estates accommodate

industries that are highly dependent
on human resources and are
impacted by the effectiveness of the
transportation system.

eTecK should also be involved in
discussions regarding the
development of an integrated land
use transportation policy, since land
use planning can impact the
locations of proposed new parks
and vice versa.

19. Integrated land use
transportation planning
approach is necessary
to treat with long term
transportation sector
issues.

60. Areas where there
IS a single route to
enter and exit or near
transportation hubs,
busy commercial cores
and business district
require park and ride
initiatives.

61.There is need for
more car parks in and
around the main cities
to encourage park and
ride initiatives.

63.Maxi taxi can be
used as an alternative
to PTSC buses for park
and ride initiatives.

Recommendation 29:
The MoWT and the
MoRDLG to engage in
feasibility studies to
determine the logistics
required for park and ride
systems as a measure to
reduce traffic congestion.

The MTI agrees with

Recommendation 29.

The park and ride initiative is one
that already reduces traffic
congestion.

Currently, there are incentives to
promote private sector investments

in construction. The MTI
administers income tax
concessions for the construction of
multi-storey car parks and

commercial buildings as provided
under section 45D (1) (a) and (b) of
the Income Tax Act, Chapter 75:01
(as amended). These exemptions
commenced on October 01, 2012
and ends on December 31, 2025.




