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The Eighth Report of the Joint Select Committee on Land and Physical Infrastructure  

On an Inquiry into the effectiveness of measures in place to reduce Traffic Congestion on the nation's roads 

SUB-HEADING PAGE 
REF. 

FINDINGS RECOMMENDATIONS/COMMENTS RESPONSE 

Current State of the Thirty-six 1. Trinidad's road transportation 1. The MoWT and the MoRDLG to engage in a The MoRDLG, Municipal Police Unit, is of the view that exploring the 
Transport System (36) system is currently in crisis. 

2. 	Highways, cities and main 
roads experience the most traffic 
congestion. 

thorough examination of the areas prone to traffic and 
implement the necessary special traffic arrangements 
accordingly; 

concept of decentralization is good approach to be considered. 	Other 
options to explore are flexi-time, work adjusted hours and work schedules, 
working at home and tele-conferencing to reduce the amount of employees 
and school children on the roadway, between 6.00am to 6.00pm daily. 

3. 	There is a concentration of 
traffic in the capital city of Port of 
Spain. 

4. Traffic Congestion is largely 
experienced on a daily basis, 
particularly during peak hours. 

2. Meetings amongst the various stakeholders to 
explore the concept of decentralization; 

5. 	A multifaceted approach is 
being used the MoWT to treat with 
traffic congestion comprising both 
hard and soft solutions. 
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SUB-HEADING PAGE 
REF. 

FINDINGS RECOMMENDATIONS/COMMENTS 

s 

RESPONSE 

s _ 
Medium-term Solutions 
to Reduce Traffic 
Congestion 

Forty-Four 
(44) 

1. The economic and engineering 
feasibility of the implementation 
of a Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) 
system 	in 	Trinidad, 	using 	the 
current 	infrastructure 	will 	be 
determined by a feasibility study 
being undertaken through the IDB. 

2. The Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) 
and Priority Bus Route (PBR) are 
superior to the tram train and is the 
best 	bus-based 	mass 	transit 
alternative for Trinidad. 

3. It should be noted that there are 
many implications associated with 
the implementation of a BRT in 
Trinidad And Tobago. 

1. The MoWT to provide the Parliament with the 
feasibility study on the Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) system 
when completed. 

The MRDLG, Municipal Police Unit is of the view that consideration 
should be given to implement strategies to increase public confidence, in 
the current Public Transport System (Deluxe Coach and Regular Bus 
Services) eg. Strategically place bus schedules at bus stops. 
Employees/Bus Drivers/Supervisors to buy into this strategy, so the buses 
run on time as per schedule. This could be achieved through training of 
the relevant personnel and the reintroduction of the communication aspect, 
where bus drivers interact with passengers before, during and at the end of 
a journey. 

Another strategy of traffic enforcement along the highways targeting 
drivers driving way below the speed limit on the fast/overtaking lane is 
also proposed. 

Online tutoring of students after school hours in the comfort and safety of 
their homes to reduce traffic congestion is also proposed. 

Introduction 	of 	pick-up 	laybys 	for 	school 	children 	is 	another 
recommendation for consideration. 

2. The MoWT and MoRDLG to implement the 
recommendations of the IDB for reducing traffic 
congestion. 

The MRDLG would be willing to hold consultations and engage in 
collaboration efforts with the MoWT on IDB ' s recommendations to reduce 
traffic congestion, and to chart an agreed way forward. 

Long-term measures to 
reduce Traffic 
Congestion 

Forty-Five 
(45) 

Integrated land use transportation 
planning approach is necessary to 
treat with long term transportation 
sector issues. 

The 	Ministry of Planning 	and Development 	to 
collaborate with the MoWT and the MORDLG 
regarding the development of an integrated land use 
transportation policy. 

In the development of an integrated land use transportation policy, 
consideration should be given to the development of the following: 

1. Additional access roads 
2. Strategic removal of traffic lights along the highways 
3. Implementation of bus lanes 
4. Specific road time usage for extra heavy vehicles along the 

highways 
5. Traffic Enforcement along the highways and bi-ways. 
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How Road Users Fifty-Nine Road users contribute to traffic The MoWT to collaborate with the MoRDLG to 6. Implementation of bicycle lanes where feasible 
contribute to Traffic (59) congestion and should therefore embark on a public campaign to sensitize road users on 7. Traffic Enforcement of pedestrian jay-walking and illegal taxi 
Congestion play their part in reducing traffic. the various ways they can assist to alleviate Traffic stands; and 

Congestion. This should include, proper usage of 
pedestrian overpass, roundabouts, considerate parking 
and carpooling. 

8. Vehicle Removal of unlawfully parked vehicles in the city. 
Municipal Police Enforcement of illegal vending. 

The MRDLG is in agreement with the recommendation for collaboration 
with the MoWT to sensitize road users on the various ways to assist in 
alleviation of traffic congestion and would incorporate the initiatives listed 
in items 1 to 8 above in this collaborative effort. 

Relationship amongst Sixty-Five 1. The responsibility for dealing Quarterly meetings to be held amongst the transport The MRDLG, Municipal Police Unit would like to recommend that the 
Transportation (65) with traffic congestion in Trinidad stakeholders. T.T.P.S, Municipal Police and Traffic Wardens be invited to participate in 
Stakeholders/Frequency 
of Meetings amongst 

mainly lies with the MoWT and 
the MoRDLG and in Tobago, the 

the Quarterly meetings. 

Transport Stakeholders Division 	of 	Infrastructure, 
Quarries and the Environment, 
THA. 

2. Through Regional Coordinating 
Committee 	Meetings 	the 
Ministries/entities responsible for 
alleviating traffic 	congestion in 
Trinidad meet regularly. 

3. Meeting 	amongst 	transport 
stakeholders inclusive of the UWI 
are not held regularly. 
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The MoRDLG Plans Seventy- 4. The MoRDLG only implements 1. The MoRDLG and the Regional Corporations, to The MRDLG and the Municipal Police Units of the Regional Corporations 
and Policies to Deal Six short-term measures (ad hoc or meet with the MoWT to obtain guidance on the are willing to meet with the MoWT to discuss long term measures for 
with Traffic in Rural (76) piecemeal) for dealing with traffic preparation of long-term measures for dealing with dealing with traffic in areas falling under its purview. 
Areas in areas falling under its purview. traffic in areas falling under its purview. 

2. Long-term measures for dealing with traffic in areas 
falling under the purview of the MoRDLG and the 
Corporation to be discussed at quarterly Transportation 
stakeholder meetings at Recommendation 22 (The 

The MRDLG and the Municipal Police Units of the Regional Corporations 
are willing to meet with the MoWT to discuss long term measures for 
dealing with traffic in areas falling under its purview. 

MoWT collaborate with the Ministry of the Attorney 
General and Legal Affairs and the Ministry of National 
Security regarding the development of laws to govern 
the issue of vending on roadways). 
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Park and Ride Seventy- 1. Park and rides are effective in 1. The MoWT and the MoRDLG to engage in The MRDLG, Municipal Police Unit is in agreement to the engagement of 
Nine reducing traffic congestion. feasibility studies to determine the logistics required for the MoWT to determine the logistics required for park and ride systems as 
(79) 

2. Areas where there is a single 
route to enter and exit or near 
transportation hubs, busy 
commercial cores and business 
district require park and ride 
initiatives. 

park and ride systems as a measure to reduce traffic 
congestion. 

a measure to reduce traffic congestion. 

However, additional consideration must be given to reduce daily, weekly 
and monthly rates for Park and Ride customers. This must be consistent 
with the timely departures of the water taxis, Deluxe Coach Services and 
Regular Bus Services. Also, the safety and security of vehicles parked in 
the Park and Ride facility must be guaranteed. Finally, a public awareness 
program advertising the Park and Ride Facility is also recommended. 

3. There is a need for more car 
parks in and around the main cities 
to encourage park and ride 
initiatives. 

4. Feasibility studies are required 
to be conducted to determine the 
logistics and operations of the park 
and ride system to address the 
issue of traffic congestion. 

2. The use of maxi taxis as an alternative to PTSC buses 
for park and ride initiatives. 

5. Maxi taxi can be used as an 
alternative to PTSC buses for park 
and ride initiatives. 
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Ridesharing Eighty- 
Four 
(84) 

1. Local ridesharing is not new. 

2. Mobility as a Service (MAAS) 
is only now being considered in the 
context of a transit authority. 

3. Ridesharing 	is 	advocated 
through the use of an authorized 
taxi, and not using PH vehicles. 

4. The levels of the legality of 
local 	ridesharing 	companies 
should be verified. 

1. The MoWT to collaborate with the PTSC, MoRDLG 
and the Ministry of Planning and Development to 
explore the concept of ridesharing using authorized 
taxis to reduce safety risks to commuters and in areas 
where transportation is unavailable. 

The MRDLG, Municipal Police Unit is in agreement with exploring the 
concept of ridesharing. As such, the consideration of using authorized 
Uber Services is recommended. 

2. The MoWT to verify the various levels of legality of 
local ridesharing companies. 

Traffic Arrangements 
during Peak Hour 
Traffic Congestion 

Eighty- 
Nine 
(89)  

Special 	arrangements 	are 
necessary during peak-hour traffic 
congestion. 

Refer to Recommendation 1 (The MoWT and the 
MoRDLG to engage in a thorough examination of the 
areas prone to traffic and implement the necessary 
special traffic arrangement accordingly. 

The presence of TTPS, Municipal Police and Traffic Wardens is 
recommended to manage traffic congestion during peak hours of 7.00am 
to 9.00am and 2.00pm to 4.00pm, along the highway, bi-ways and 
locations consistent with a high volume of schools. 

Impact of Speed Limits 
on Traffic Congestion 

Ninety 
(90)  

Speed Limits contribute to traffic 
congestion on roads that can no 
longer carry the capacity of cars. 

The MoRDLG to collaborate with the MoWT to 
identify the local roads with ineffective/outdated 
carrying capacity and as a result are contributing to 
traffic congestion. 

A reduction in speed limit where practicable is recommended, to allow 
time for road users to exit highways and major roads into minor roadways. 
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Lack of studies to Ninety- 1. Generally, 	commuters 	are The MoWT to collaborate with the Universities in The MRDLG is willing to support the MoWT in the development of a 
determine the Five affected by traffic and the cost of Trinidad and Tobago and the MoRDLG to assist in the National Transportation Plan to determine the Economic and Social Costs 
Economic and Social 
Costs of Traffic 

(95) traffic congestion is high. upcoming study on the National Transportation Plan to 
determine the Economic and Social Costs of Traffic 

of Traffic Congestion in Trinidad and Tobago. 

Congestion in Trinidad 
and Tobago 

2. The major costs of traffic 
congestion are mental, economical 
and emotional. 

Congestion in Trinidad and Tobago. 

3. Traffic congestion negatively 
affects time and productivity. 

4. A multifaceted approach to 
dealing with traffic congestion is 
being taken by the MoWT. 

5. Part of the upcoming study on 
the National Transportation Plan 
includes the economic, social and 
psychological 	costs 	to 	traffic 
congestion. 

6. The reduction of air pollution 
will be addressed in the National 
Transportation Plan. 

7. Traffic congestion is a major 
obstacle to productivity. 

8. Studies to determine the social 
and 	economic 	costs 	of traffic 
congestion in Trinidad and Tobago 
with solutions to the problem are 
outdated. 
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The Challenges Ninety- 1. There 	is 	a 	lack of policies 1.Refer to Recommendation 2 (Meetings amongst the A key challenge associated with reducing traffic congestion is identified in 
Associated with Seven regarding 	decentralization 	of various 	stakeholders 	to 	explore 	the 	concept 	of the area of pedestrian traffic. 	Pedestrians tend to walk on the roadway 
Reducing Traffic (97) services 	 and decentralization) whenever traffic congestion is occurring. However, once there is reduced 
Congestion telecommuting/flexible 	work 

hours. 
traffic congestion the roadways become free and therefore pedestrians tend 
to use the existing walkways and pavements. 

2. Commuters lack of confidence 
in the public transportation system. 

Pedestrians tend to walk on the roadway when there are uneven sidewalks, 
sidewalks with jagged concrete which pose a safety risk, or sidewalks with 
open holes. Also, illegal vending on the sidewalk force pedestrians to walk 
onto the roadway. 

3. People prefer to work adjusted 2. Refer to Recommendation 12 (The establishment of The installation of speed bumps and the introduction of reduced speed 
hours to escape the traffic. a Transit Authority with responsibility for coordinating 

transportation in Trinidad and Tobago). 
limits can be considerations for reducing traffic congestion in areas so 
prone. 
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The MoWT's One 1. The 	MoWT 	is 	mainly The MoWT to meet with the Ministry of Planning and The Municipal Corporations, Municipal Police and the Local Area 
Challenges with Proper Hundred challenged with enforcement as it Development, Town and Country Planning Division Regional Planning Units of the MRDLG are key stakeholders to be 
Land Usage (100) pertains to land usage. (TCPD) and the MoRDLG to discuss the feasibility of 

forwarding all land approvals to the MoWT to 
included in the discussion of the feasibility of forwarding all land 
approvals to the MoWT to determine whether they infringe on any 

2. Facilities 	such 	as 	parking, 
access and egress, access to public 
transport etc. are not considered 
when constructing developments. 

determine whether they infringe on any roadway and 
can contribute to traffic congestion and to provide 
guidance on outlines for the respective developments. 

roadway and can contribute to traffic congestion and to provide guidance 
on outlines for the respective developments. 

3. The Regional Corporations may 
not 	be 	properly 	resourced 	to 
engage in investigations to stop 
developments that have not been 
approved. 

4. Approval from the MoWT is 
only 	required 	for 	certain 
developments such as those that 
are of a significant magnitude. 

5. The MoWT provides guidelines 
for certain developments that have 
already received outline approval 
from the TCP (Town and Country 
Planning). 
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