MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS
MINISTER IN THE OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER

GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

NS: 35/27/4 Sub. XXXVIII
H/
May (9, 2020

The Honourable Bridgid Mary Annisette-George
Speaker of the House of Representatives

Office of the Parliament

Parliamentary Complex

The Red House

St Vincent Street

Port of Spain

Honourable Speaker:

Re: The Eight Report of the Joint Select Committee on Land and Physical Infrastructure
on an Inquiry into the effectiveness of measures in place to reduce traffic congestion
on the Nation’s Roads

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter Parl: 14/3/73 Vol IlI dated February 12, 2020 on the
subject above.

In this regard, please find attached, the response of the Minister of National Security to the
recommendations/comments on the Report at caption.

Respectfully,

Sudis

Stuart R. Young
Ministet

Office of the Minister of National Security
Temple Court I, 31-33 Abercromby Street, Port of Spain
Tel: 628-2441-5, Ext. 122811 Fax: 625-2820 Email: syoung@mns.gov.tt Website: wwiw nationalsecurity gov.tt




MINISTRY OF NATIONAL SECURITY’S RESPONSE TO THE JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE ON LAND AND PHYSICAL
INFRASTRUCTURE ON AN INQUIRY INTO THE EFFECTIVENESS OF MEASURES IN PLACE TO REDUCE TRAFFIC
CONGESTION ON THE NATION'’S ROADS

Pg. | NARRATIVE AND/OR FINDINGS RECOMMENDATION/ COMMENT MINISTRY OF NATIONAL
OF CONCERN TO THE MINISTRY SECURITY’S RESPONSE
OF NATIONAL SECURITY
61 | 44. There are no laws that address the | 22. The Committee recommended that the | The Ministry of National Security (MNS)

behaviour of pedestrians on the roads as it
pertains to engaging in vending on
highways and roadways.

Ministry of Works and Transport (MoWT)
collaborate with the Ministry of the Attorney
General and Legal Affairs and the Ministry of
National Security regarding the development
of laws to govern the issue of vending on
roadways.

welcomes any collaboration as regards the
development of further laws to govern the
issue of vending on the roadways.

Currently, Section 50 of the Highways Act
Chapter 48:01 permits police officers to:
(a) serve warning notices of serious
offences such as wilful obstruction
of a highway; and
(b) should the need arise, arrest without
warrant those who contravene the
legislation.

On numerous occasions, police officers
have attempted to restrict the activity of
roadway vending, especially on the nation’s
highways. However, efforts re same have
been hindered due to the limited scope of
police powers within the ambit of the
current laws.
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87

79. There is a loss in confidence in Traffic
Wardens in managing traffic.

81. There is a lack of confidence in the
ability of Traffic Wardens to manage
traffic.

82. A collaborative approach amongst the
traffic wardens and enforcement arm is
required.

40. The Committee recommended that the
Ministry of National Security and the Traffic
Warden Division, MoWT collaborate on
initiatives to strengthen enforcement with an
aim to building the confidence of citizens as it
pertains to the alleviation of traffic congestion.

Subsection 10A of the Motor Vehicles and
Road Traffic Act Chapter 48:50 treats with
the lawful relationship between the Traffic
Warden Division of the MoWT and the
TTPS. While collaboration between the two
entities is not actualized on a day to day
basis, the TTPS occasionally requests and
obtains the services of Traffic Wardens.
Further collaboration with the Traffic
Warden Division will be welcomed by the
MNS.

In particular, it is anticipated that the Traffic
Warden  Division  will  strengthen
enforcement measures through that
establishment’s role in the deployment of
the new Electronic Fixed Penalty Notice
Devices and actualization of the Driver
Demerit Point System. It is expected that
this project will, inter alia, enhance the
operational capacity of traffic law
enforcements officers, and by extension,
impact on errant driver behaviours which
often contribute to traffic congestion.




Pg. | NARRATIVE AND/OR FINDINGS RECOMMENDATION/ COMMENT MINISTRY OF NATIONAL
OF CONCERN TO THE MINISTRY SECURITY’S RESPONSE
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97 | 4.2 The Ministry of Rural Development | 2. The Committee recommended the | The TTPS is in support of any initiative that
and Local Government submitted that the | commencement of meetings amongst various | would support and advance its ability to
following challenges are associated with | stakeholders to explore the concept of | better serve the Trinidad and Tobago
reducing traffic congestion in Trinidad | decentralization. citizenry.
and Tobago:

- The inconsistency of law The new Electronic Fixed Penalty Notice
enforcement as it pertains to Devices and Driver Demerit Point System
regulating traffic; which amends the Motor Vehicles and Road

- Lack of compliance and ignorance Traffic Act Chapter 48:50 creates a
of road traffic laws; and common shared platform for all traffic

- Fear of crime associate to the use enforcement agencies including the TTPS,
of public transport Traffic Wardens, Transit Police, Municipal

Police, CDA Police, Airport Police and
Licensing officers. This UTURN Software
Management System will permit real time
information sharing from the Licensing
Office’s database and direct linkage with
the Magistrates’ Court.

102 | 4.15 The MoWT submitted that at this | 49. The Committee recommended that the | Responsibility for intra-island travel does

time, the portfolio of the Ministry does not
include any entity with responsibility for
the provision of
transportation services for individuals

commercial air

MoWT liaise with the Ministry of National
Security and the Ministry of Finance to engage
in a study to examine the opportunities
available for intra-island air transportation

not fall within the remit of the Ministry of
National Security. Notwithstanding this, the
Ministry stands ready to support where
feasible, any efforts with respect to an
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travel intra-island. The
National Helicopter Services Limited
(NHSL), a wholly-owned State Company,
provides air lift services to support
commercial off-shore o0il and gas
operations, as well as the National
Operations Centre (NOC) of the
Ministry of National Security.

wishing to

services for Trinidad. A report of this study
inclusive of infrastructure requirements should
be submitted to the Parliament one (1) year

subsequent to the laying of this report.

examination of probable prospects for intra-
island air transportation services.
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