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Mandate

Pursuant to resolutions of the Senate on Friday December 13, 2019, and of the House of
Representatives on Monday December 16, 2019, a Joint Select Committee was established to
consider the Cannabis Control Bill, 2019 and report by February 29, 2020.

Membership of the Committee
The following persons were appointed to serve on the Committee:

Mr. Faris Al Rawi, MP - Chairman
Mr. Stuart Young, MP - Member
Mr. Fitzgerald Hinds, MP - Member
Mr. Terrence Deyalsingh, MP - Member
Dr. Tim Gopeesingh, MP - Member
Mr. Rushton Paray, MP - Member
Mr. Clarence Rambharat - Member
Mr. Nigel De Freitas - Member
Mrs. Paula Gopee-Scoon - Member
Mr. Taharga Obika - Member
Mr. Paul Richards - Member
Ms. Sophia Chote, SC - Member

Secretariat Support

Ms. Sheranne Samuel - Secretary

Mrs. Krystle Gittens - Graduate Research Assistant
Ms. Natoya O’Neil - Administrative Assistant
Publication

An electronic copy of this report can be found on the Parliament website using the following link:

Contact

The Secretary

Joint Select Committee on the Cannabis Control Bill, 2019
Office of the Parliament

Parliamentary Complex, Cabildo Building

St. Vincent Street

Port-of-Spain, Republic of Trinidad and Tobago

Tel: (868) 624-7275 Ext 2309; 2527 Fax: (868) 625-4672
Email: jsccannabiscontrol@ttparliament.org

Date Presented in HOR: 28.02.2020 Date Presented in Senate: 03.03.2020

HOR Paper No.: Senate Paper No.:
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CHAIRMANSHIP

1. At its First Meeting on Friday January 31, 2020, the Committee elected Mr. Faris Al Rawi,
MP to be its Chair, in accordance with House of Representatives Standing Order 97(3) and
Senate Standing Order 87(3).

MEETINGS

2. The Committee has held two meetings, on Friday January 31, 2020 and Friday February
28, 2020.

3. The Minutes of the Meetings are attached at Appendix I.

WORK TO DATE

4. At its First Meeting, your Committee agreed to issue a public call for submissions via the
Parliament Channel, Parliament website and Parliament social media platforms, with a
deadline of February 14, 2020.

5. In addition your Committee agreed to request submissions from the following specific
stakeholders:

Law Association of Trinidad and Tobago;
The Bankers Association of Trinidad and Tobago;
The University of the West Indies;

The University of Trinidad and Tobago;
v.  The University of the Southern Caribbean;
vi.  Cipriani College of Labour and Cooperative Studies;
vii.  Hugh Wooding Law School;
viii.  Trinidad and Tobago Hospitality and Tourism Institute;
ix.  Sanatan Dharma Maha Sabha;
X.  Islamic Ladies Social and Cultural Association;
xi.  All Mansions of Rastafari;
xii.  Pentecostal Assemblies of the West Indies International;
xiii.  The Anglican Church in the Diocese of Trinidad and Tobago;
xiv.  The Archdiocese of Port of Spain;
xv.  The Presbyterian Church of Trinidad and Tobago;
xvi.  Trinidad and Tobago Council of Evangelical Churches;
xvii.  Trinidad and Tobago Manufacturer’s Association;
xviii.  Trinidad and Tobago Chamber of Industry and Commerce;
XiXx.  Ministry of Health;
XX.  Ministry of Trade and Industry;



XXi.
XXii.
XXiii.
XXiv.
XXV.
XXVi.
XXVii.
XXViii.
XXiX.
XXX.

Ministry of National Security;

Trinidad and Tobago Police Service;

The Pharmacy Board of Trinidad and Tobago;
Inter-Religious Organisation;

Vision on Mission;

Trinidad and Tobago Cancer Society;

National Aids Coordinating Committee;

The Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions;
Trinidad and Tobago Prison Service;

The Judiciary of Trinidad and Tobago

6. To date, your Committee received written submissions from:

i
ii.
iii.
iv.
V.
vi.
vii.
viii.

Xi.
Xii.
Xiii.
Xiv.
XV.
Xvi.
XVii.
Xviii.
XiX.
XX.
XXi.
XXil.
xXxiii.
XXiv.
XXV.
XXVi.
XXVii.
XXViii.
XXiX.
XXX.

Mr. Aftab Alj;

Alstons Marketing Company Limited;

The Children’s Authority of Trinidad and Tobago;

Earth Food;

Mr. Shad Ewart;

Hugh Wooding Law School;

Ms. Katherine Agong;

Ms. Khadijah Burke;

Mr. Leon Kalicharan;

Marcus Ramkissoon;

Ministry of Health;

Ministry of Social Development and Family Services;
Ministry of Sport and Youth Affairs;

Ministry of Trade and Industry;

Ministry of Education;

Mr. Philip A. Franco;

The Catholic Commission for Social Justice;

The Scientific Cannabis Society;

Trinidad and Tobago Cannabis Society;

Trinidad and Tobago Prison Service;

Trinidad and Tobago Police Service;

UWI Faculty of Medical Sciences;

Mr. Valentine Dave Surajdeen;

The Ethiopia Africa Black International Congress Trinidad and Tobago;
The Pentecostal Assemblies of the West Indies (Trinidad and Tobago);
Islamic Ladies Social and Cultural Association;

Vision on Mission;

Bankers Association of Trinidad and Tobago;

The Anglican Church in the Diocese of Trinidad and Tobago;
All Mansions of Rastafari



7. Atits Second meeting, your Committee heard from Mr. lan Macintyre, S.C. and Ms Jo Ella
Moore, who provided a legal interpretation of the Bill.

REPORT

8. Your Committee wishes to report that additional time is required to embark on a clause
by clause analysis of the Bill as well as the thorough consideration of all submissions
received from stakeholders. As such, your Committee is unable to submit its final report
by the deadline of February 29, 2020.

RECOMMENDATION

9. The Committee therefore recommends that a further period of two (2) months be
granted for the completion of its work and to submit a final report to Parliament by April
30, 2020.

Respectfully Submitted,

Mr. Faris Al Rawi, MP
Chairman
February 28, 2020
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Minutes of Meetings



PRESENT

Mrs. Brigid Annisette-George

Committee Members

Mr. Faris Al Rawi, MP
Mr. Fitzgerald Hinds, MP
Mr. Rushton Paray, MP
Mr. Nigel De Freitas

Mr. Paul Richards

Ms. Sophia Chote, SC
Mr. Taharga Obika

Secretariat
Ms. Sheranne Samuel
Mrs. Krystle Gittens

EXCUSED/ABSENT

Mr. Stuart Young, MP

Dr. Tim Gopeesingh, MP

Mr. Terrence Deyalsingh, MP
Mrs. Paula Gopee-Scoon

Mr. Clarence Rambharat

COMMENCEMENT

Speaker of the House

Chairman
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member

Secretary
Graduate Research Assistant

Member
Member
Member
Member
Member

1.1 The Speaker called the meeting to order at 11:40 a.m.

1.2 The Speaker welcomed Members and explained that her purpose at the meeting was to

facilitate the election of a Chairman of the Committee.

ELECTION OF A CHAIRMAN

2.1  The Speaker invited nominations for the post of Chairman and indicated that the

nomination required a seconder.



2.2 Mr. Faris Al Rawi was nominated by Mr. Nigel De Freitas and the nomination was
seconded by Mr. Rushton Paray.

2.3 There being no further nominations, the Speaker declared Mr. Faris Al Rawi the Chairman
of the Committee.

2.4 The Speaker then wished the Committee success in its deliberations and invited the
Chairman to take the Chair.

(The Speaker left the meeting)
ANNOUCEMENTS BY THE CHAIRMAN
3.1  The Chairman took the Chair and thanked members for their support.

3.2 The Chairman advised that the following Members asked to be excused from the meeting:

= Mrs. Paula Gopee-Scoon;

= Mr. Stuart Young;

= Mr. Terrence Deyalsingh;

= Dr. Tim Gopeesingh; and

= Mr. Clarence Rambharat.
QUORUM

4.1  The Chairman indicated that the Committee was required to decide on a quorum according
to Standing Orders 97(2) and 112(5) of the House of Representatives and 87(2) and 102(5) of the
Senate.

4.2 The Chairman suggested a quorum of three (3) Members, provided that there is at least one
(1) Member from each House.

4.3  The Committee agreed to a quorum of three (3) Members inclusive of the Chairman with
at least one (1) Member from each House represented.

COMMITTEE WORK PROGRAMME

5.1  The Chairman reminded Members of the Committee’s terms of reference:
= to consider the Cannabis Control Bill, 2019 and report by February 29, 2020;
= the Committee is also empowered to consider the general merits and principles of the
Bill.

5.2  The Committee agreed on the following work plan:
I.  Invite stakeholders to submit written comments on the Cannabis Bill, 2019 by
February 14, 2020, using:



a. A public Call for Submissions; and
b. Letters addressed to specific individuals and institutions determined by
Members;
ii.  Develop a matrix based on comments received from stakeholders; and
iii. Based on a review of matrix, invite specific stakeholders to make oral
submissions.

5.3  The Secretariat was instructed to do the following:

I.  Invite stakeholders to submit written comments on the Bill; and

ii.  Compile a matrix of stakeholder comments.
5.4  The Chairman indicated that his office would provide the following at the next meeting of
the Committee:

i.  Alist of the laws referenced in preparation of the Cannabis Control Bill, 2019;

and
ii. A background summary to the Bill.

ADJOURNMENT

6.1  The Chairman proposed and the Committee agreed that the Committee’s Second meeting
would be held on Friday February 28, 2020 at 10:30 a.m. At that meeting the assigned CPC team
will be invited to make a brief presentation on the Bill.

6.2  The meeting was adjourned to Friday February 28, 2020 at 10:30 a.m.

6.3  The adjournment was taken at 12:00 p.m.

| certify that these Minutes are true and correct.

Chairman

Secretary

February 20, 2020
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PRESENT

Committee Members

Mr. Faris Al Rawi, MP

Mr. Fitzgerald Hinds, MP
Mr. Clarence Rambharat

Mr. Terrence Deyalsingh, MP
Mr. Nigel De Freitas

Mr. Rushton Paray, MP

Mr. Paul Richards

Mrs. Paula Gopee-Scoon

Mr. Taharga Obika

Secretariat
Ms. Sheranne Samuel
Ms. Safiyyah Shah

Chairman
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member

Secretary
Graduate Research Assistant

EXCUSED/ABSENT
Mr. Stuart Young, MP Member
Ms. Sophia Chote, SC Member
Dr. Tim Gopeesingh, MP Member

ALSO PRESENT

Office of the Chief Parliamentary Counsel

Mr. lan Macintyre, SC
Ms. Jo Ella Moore

Ministry of the Attorney General and Legal Affairs

Ms. Solange De Souza
Mr. Raymond Jack Ratcliffe

CALL TO ORDER

1.3 The Chairman called the meeting to order at 10:40 a.m.

11

Chief Parliamentary Counsel
Research and Policy Officer

Senior Legal Counsel
Legal Intern



ELECTION OF AN INTERIM CHAIRMAN

2.1 The Secretary informed Members that the Chairman indicated he was running late and that the
meeting could commence with an Interim Chairman.

2.2 Nominations were invited for Interim Chairman. Mr. Terrence Deyalsingh nominated Mr.
Fitzgerald Hinds. The nomination was seconded by Mr. Paul Richards.

2.3 There being no other nominations, Mr. Fitzgerald Hinds took the chair as Interim Chairman.

ANNOUCEMENTS BY THE INTERIM CHAIRMAN

3.1 The Chairman advised that the following Members asked to be excused from the meeting:
= Mr. Stuart Young; and
= Ms. Sophia Chote, SC.

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE FIRST MEETING HELD ON JANUARY 31,
2020

4.1 The Committee considered the Minutes of the First Meeting held on January 31, 2020.

4.2 The motion for the confirmation of the Minutes was moved by Mr. Rushton Paray and
seconded by Mr. Paul Richards.

4.3 The Minutes of the First Meeting were confirmed

MATTERS ARISING

5.1 Paragraph 5.1: The Interim Chairman advised Members that given time constraints the
Committee was unable to submit its final report by February 29, 2020. He further advised that
an interim report was prepared by the Secretariat requesting that the Committee be given until
April 30, 2020 to complete its work.

5.2 Paragraph 5.3: The Interim Chairman indicated that:
the public call for submissions was made on the Parliament’s channel, website and
social media platforms;
= the letters to specific stakeholders were sent;
= Submissions were received from thirty (30) stakeholders; and.
= the matrix was being compiled based on comments received from stakeholders

5.3 Paragraph 5.4: The Interim Chairman indicated that the Attorney General’s Secretariat

provided a summary on the Cannabis Control Bill, 2019 which was made available to Members
in their packages.

12



5.4 Paragraph 6.1: The Interim Chairman informed Members that the CPC team would make a
presentation at second meeting as agreed.

CONSIDERATION OF INTERIM REPORT
6.1 Members considered and agreed to the Interim Report.

6.2 The Interim Chairman indicated that the Interim Report would be presented in the House of
Representative later that day.

CONSIDERATION OF SUMMARY DOCUMENT ON THE CANNABIS CONTROL
BILL, 2019

7.1 Members engaged in a discussion on the summary on the Cannabis Control Bill, 2019 provided
by the Attorney General’s Secretariat.

PRESENTATION BY THE CPC

8.1 The Interim Chairman welcomed the following officials:
= Mr. lan Macintyre, S.C., Chief Parliamentary Counsel
= Ms. Jo Ella Moore, Research and Policy Officer
= Ms. Solange De Souza, Senior Legal Counsel
= Mr. Raymond Jack Ratcliffe, Legal Intern

(The Chairman joined the meeting)

8.2 The Chairman gave a brief overview of the Bill and then invited the CPC officials to commence
the legal interpretation of the Bill.

8.3 A discussion ensued.

OTHER BUSINESS

9.1 The Committee agreed to next meet on Friday March 06, 2020 at 10:30 a.m. when the
Committee would continue its clause by clause consideration of the Bill in conjunction with
the matrix.

ADJOURNMENT

10.1 There being no other business, the Chairman thanked Members and the technocrats for
attending and adjourned the meeting.

10.2 The meeting was adjourned to Friday March 06, 2020 at 10:30 a.m.

10.3 The adjournment was taken at 12:26 p.m.
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| certify that these Minutes are true and correct.

Chairman

Secretary
February 28, 2020
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