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Ms. Jacqui Sampson-Meiguel

Clerk of the House

PARLIAMENT

Level G-7, Tower D

The Port of Spain International Waterfront Centre
1A Wrightson Road

PORT OF SPAIN

Dear Ms. Sampson-Meiguel,

The Sixth Report of the Joint Select Committee on Land and Physical Infrastructure on an

Inquiry into the Establishment of Systems for the Maintenance of Drainage and Roadways

Your letter Parl.: 14/3/73 Vol. 111 dated April 23, 2019 on the above captioned subject refers.

Please find attached the Ministerial Response to the recommendations/comments of the Committee
as contained in the Sixth Report of the Joint Select Committee on Land and Physical Infrastructure
on an Inquiry into the Establishment of Systems for the Maintenance of Drainage and Roadways.

I do apologize for the delay in responding to your request and regret any inconvenience caused by
the delay.

Sincerely,

evelopment

PERMANENT SECRETARY
MINISTRY OF FLANMING
AND DEVELOPMENT
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Ministerial Response to the Sixth Report of the Joint Select Committee on Land and
Physical Infrastructure on an Inquiry into the Establishment of Systems for the
Maintenance of Drainage and Roadways

Recommendation:

7. We recommend that the Ministry of Works and Transport collaborate with the
Ministry of Rural Development and Local Government and the Ministry of
Planning and Development to establish a comprehensive network of drains

throughout Trinidad and Tobago.

Response:

The Ministry of Planning and Development through the Project Planning and Reconstruction
Division (PPRD) is responsible for the management of the Public Sector Investment Programme
(PSIP) which is a budgeting and strategic planning tool consisting of capital projects and
programmes that are designed to improve the standard of living of the citizens and provide the
foundation for economic growth and human development. The Ministry, through the Town and
Country Planning Division (TCPD) also grants planning permission prior to the development of
any land development activity.

The Ministry of Planning and Development supports the establishment of a comprehensive
network of drainage infrastructure throughout Trinidad and Tobago to provide effective drainage
services to reduce flooding. The maintenance of rivers, watercourses and drains however, is funded
through recurrent expenditure which is determined by the Ministry of Finance. We recommend
however, that the Tobago House of Assembly should also be included since they hold
responsibility for rivers, drains and watercourses in Tobago. The Ministry of Works and Transport,
Ministry of Rural Development and Local Development, Ministry of Planning and Development
and the Tobago House of Assembly should collaborate to undertake the following:

1. engage a consultant to undertake the GPS Mapping of all drains, watercourses and rivers
in Trinidad and Tobago

2. engage consultants to undertake comprehensive drainage studies for the entire country to
identify problems, solutions and gaps in our current drainage infrastructure and

3. develop and submit comprehensive projects proposals based on the solutions identified by
these drainage studies to the Ministry of Planning and Development for funding under the

Public Sector Investment Programme



These project proposals should be submitted to the PPRD in the format outlined in the Project
Screening Brief (PSB). The template for the PSB has been included in the Call Circular for the

financial year 2020.

Recommendation:

39. We recommend collaboration between the state agencies responsible for
environmental management (E.g. EMA) as well as Non-Governmental Organizations
to assist with raising public awareness on the ill effects of dumping in drains and

water courses.

Response:

The Environmental Management Authority (EMA) takes its coordination function seriously and
in accordance with Section 16 (1) of the EM Act:
e Co-ordinates environmental management functions performed by persons in Trinidad and
Tobago - Section 16 (1) (c)
o Makes recommendations for the rationalization of all government entities performing
environmental functions - Section 16 (1) d)
e Promotes educational and public awareness programs on the environment, Section 16 (1)
()
o FEstablishes and co-ordinates institutional linkages locally, regionally and internationally-
Section 16 (1) (1)

The EMA coordinates with agencies such as the City and Regional Corporations on environmental
issues and challenges. Additionally, the EMA has sensitization sessions with the Ministry of Rural
Development and Local Government, the Ministry of Health, County Medical Officers of Health
and agencies that perform environmental functions. The EMA also works with a number of NGOs
and CBOs to encourage environmental stewardship in Trinidad and Tobago.

Through the Green Fund funded Recyclable Solid Waste Collection Project (iCARE), a
programme has been established to address recycling. Some of the initiatives established are:
e Sensitization sessions for Corporate entities, Summer Camps and Schools
e Strategic partnerships with NGOs and CBOs engaged in environmental education
e Partnering with NGOs such as United Way, Cashew Gardens and International Coastal
Clean-up in respect of clean-up/collection activities:



Recommendation:

52, We recommend that the MoWT, WASA, the Regional Corporations and the MOPD
meet to discuss and develop a co-ordinated approach for gaining approvals for

developments.

Response:

The Ministry of Planning and Development and the Ministry of Trade and Industry have embarked
on the development and implementation of an Automated System for Construction Permitting in
Trinidad and Tobago. This project forms part of an Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)
funded initiative through the Ministry of Trade and Industry namely - “Strengthening of the Single
Electronic Window (SEW) for Trade and Business Facilitation programme”.

Under the Ministry of Planning and Development’s Development Program for fiscal year 2019
resources have been allocated for two projects that are closely linked to the initiative described
above and are being implemented with a number of key objectives in mind, most notably, to
simplify, modernize, and automate the construction permitting system, to reduce the paper
requirement for the relevant business processes related to construction permitting which is
currently manual and paper-based, and allow for improved communication and decreased lead
times between relevant processing Agencies involved in the construction permitting process.

The two projects are:

e Implementation of the Automated Workflow process: - the Town and Country Planning
Division seeks to develop a digital database comprising the last 20 years of its records
related to applications for development. The digital information will render manual
research methods obsolete and ultimately facilitate a significant reduction in processing

times at the Town and Country Planning Division.

e Automation of the Construction Permitting Process:- This project seeks to engage 25
separate Government Agencies including MOWT, WASA and the Ministry of Rural
Development and Local Development all having remits with the construction permitting
process. The benefits to be derived from an automated construction permitting process

arc:

1. Enhanced level of service to applicants for development

ii. ~ Improved Organisational Reputation of the Town and Country Planning
Division

ili.  Increased staff productivity

iv.  Increased transparency to both internal and external customers

v.  Improved organisational responsiveness and service delivery

vi.  Optimized workflows and increased procedural efficiency

vil.  Reduction in the time taken to receive planning and building permits

viil. Increase in T&T’s ranking in the Ease of Doing Business Ranking Index



With these new approaches greater inter-agency communication and coordination will be
enhanced in the following ways:

e Plans are digitally forwarded to the Municipal Corporations and other Regulatory
Agencies after Town and Country Planning approval is obtained.

o Supporting documents can be provided in PDF, JPEG and DWG file formats
transferred via cloud technology to all relevant Statutory Agencies whose approvals
are also required

e Time is saved as the electronic submission of plans is expected to speed up the
review and approval processes.

e The ability to access information and services from any device regardless of
location

e Improved accuracy of data and decision making.

The Ministry of Planning and Development has already engaged stakeholders regarding current
and optimized business processes and are currently testing a prototype of the automated system
towards optimization. The new automated system labelled “DevelopTT” will be piloted in the
Port of Spain area for a period of three months carded to begin in August 2019, after which a

nationwide roll out is expected.

Further, an Inter-Ministerial Committee chaired by the Minster of Trade and Industry for the
Approval and Facilitation of Investments in the Non-Energy Sector was established. This
committee, comprises all the major stakeholders involved in the grant of development approvals,
inclusive of the Town and Country Planning Division, the Commissioner of State lands, Ministry
of Public Utilities, Chief State Solicitor, Register General’s Department and the Ministry of
National Security. The Committee’s main emphasis, is on major investments deemed to have the
potential for nationwide economic impact. Projects aligned to the Government’s investment
portfolio are also prioritized with the intent of minimizing administrative delays at respective

Agencies.



