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May \7, 2019

Mrs. Jacqui Sampson-Meiguel

Clerk of the House

Joint Select Committee on Land and Physical Infrastructure
Levels G-8 Tower D, International Waterfront Centre

1A Wrightson Road

Port of Spain

Dear Mrs. Sampson-Meiguel

The 6" Report of the Joint Select Committee on Land and Physical Infrastructure on an
Inquiry into the Establishment of Systems for the Maintenance of Drainage and Roadways

With reference to letter dated April 23, 2019 kindly find enclosed written response to the Joint
Select Committee on Land and Physical Infrastructure on the recommendations of the 6™
Report on an Inquiry into the Establishment of Systems for the Maintenance of Drainage and

Roadways.

Sincerely

Permanent Secretary (Ag.)

PERMANENT SECRETARY
MINISTRY OF HEALTH

1(868) 627-0012
Ext. 1619, 1620




JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE ON LAND AND PHYSICAL INFRASTRUCTURE

Recommendation / Comments of the
Sixth Report of the Inquiry into the Establishment of Systems for the Maintenance of Drainage

and Roadways

Treating with interferences to drainage and watercourses

Recommendation 48 (pg 107)

We recommend a collaborative approach to ensuring compliance that will invelve the Public

Health Inspectorate, the Ministry of Health, Building Inspectorate and Municipal Police as

enforcers.

Response:

According to the Public Health Ordinance (PHO) Chapter 12 No. 4, the role of the Public Health
Inspectorate, Ministry of Health is to monitor, regulate, improve, maintain and adequately

safeguard the public and environmental health of Trinidad and Tobago.

In particular, under the Public Health Ordinance (PHO) Chapter 12 No. 4 (Nuisances Section VII)
and the WASA Sixth Schedule, which repealed Part V of the PHO, one of key functions of the
Public Health Inspectorate is the monitoring of drainage systems and to take any action deemed

necessary for complaints and public health issues arising in relation to drainage.

In light of the above, the Ministry of Health continues to collaborate with the Building Inspectorate
and Municipal Police as enforcers to ensure compliance with the relevant provisions under the
Public Health Ordinance, Chapter 12 No. 4 and Municipal Corporations Act Chapter 25:04 to

ensure adequate development/maintenance of drainage and water courses.



