/0y

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, LAND & FISHERIES, | APR O
OFFICE OF THE MINISTER \ \

L\

Cor. Narsaloo Ramaya Marg and Soogrim Trace, Chaguanas, Trinidad andf obago, e |
West Indies, Phone: 220-6253 fpps@gov.1t N |

R rm——

Ref: AGR 2/1/6 Vol. IV Temp 1
March 28, 2019

Mrs. Jacqui Sampson-Meiguel

Clerk of the House

Level G -9, Tower D

The Port of Spain International Waterfront Center
1A Wrightson Road

Port of Spain

Dear Mrs. Sampson-Meiguel,

The Fifth Report of the Joint Select Committee on Land and Physical
Infrastructure on an Inquiry into the state of the Agriculture and Fisheries
Industry in Tobago (with specific focus on the levels of participation in the
industries and the output of farmers)

Your letter Parl: 14/3/73 Vol |l dated February 13, 2019 refers.

The response from the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries (MALF) to the
recommendations contained in page 81 of The Fifth Report of the Joint Select
Committee on Land and Physical Infrastructure on an Inquiry into the state of the
Agriculture and Fisheries Industry in Tobago (with specific focus on the levels of
participation in the industries and the output of farmers) is attached.

Sincerely,

Ll NS —

Senator the Honourable Clarence Rambharat
Minister of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries




MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, LAND AND FISHERIES

COMMENTS ON PAGE 81 OF JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS
RAISED AT THE FIFTH REPORT OF THE JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE ON LAND
AND PHYSICAL INFRASTRUCTURE ON AN INQUIRY INTO THE STATE OF THE
AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES INDUSTRY IN TOBAGO (WITH SPECIFIC FOCUS
ON THE LEVELS OF PARTICIPATION IN THE INDUSTRIES AND THE OUTPUT OF
FARMERS)

RECOMMENDATION: page 81 Section 55

We concur that there is need for the ADB to interact with fisherfolk and to provide
the necessary guidance and technical assistance to access loans from the
institution. We therefore recommend that the Division meet with the ADB and the
ATFA to establish avenues that will allow for loans to be easily accessible to
fisherfolk.

RESPONSE:

In December 2018, the Agricultural Development Bank (ADB) established a formal
relationship with the Tobago House of Assembly (THA) through a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) for its Fishing Loan Product in Tobago. This product is branded
as the ‘Sea to Shore’ Facility with the tag line ‘Funding Fisherfolk Responsibly’. The
main objectives of the MOU include: - increased food and nutrition security; collaboration
with all agri-entrepreneurs along the value chain of Tobago'’s agricultural sector; and
promotion of sustainable sector development through joint training and promotional
programmes. The MOU will also facilitate collaboration between the ADB and the THA,
and the ‘Sea to Shore’ facility will provide support to fisherfolk in Tobago in the artisanal
— inshore fishing sector and the value chain sub sector. A critical objective of this loan
product is to ensure alignment of the Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries (MALF)
policy regarding the fishing sector as well as the Government's Vision 2030 policy, whilst
at the same time offering a loan package that increases accessibility of fishing loans,
manages risk exposure, and ensures that the policy objectives of management,
conservation and sustainable use of Trinidad and Tobago’s fisheries resources are
maintained. The loan further promotes and encourages the adoption of sustainable
fishing practices, sustainable fishing gear and the practice of safety atsea. ADB'’s special
focus is the administering of affordable credit while working alongside its fisheries alliance
partners, offering direct marketing and technical assistance to all active fishing groups
and associations in Tobago.

Development of the loan product was informed by business intelligence and stakeholder
engagement with frontline staff and critical stakeholders such as the major input suppliers
and oversight State Agencies, inclusive of the MALF, Fisheries Unit of the Division of
Food Production, Fisheries and Forestry of the THA and the All Tobago Fisherfolk
Association (ATFA). There is continuous stakeholder engagement between the ADB and
the THA with the ADB providing the necessary guidance and assistance to the fisheries
industry in Tobago to facilitate easy access of loans by fisherfolk. This is done through
the Fisheries Unit of the THA and the Caribbean Fisheries Training and Development




Institute (CFTDI) with the latter offering its Open Campus Training Programmes (on
line, in house, outreach to coastal and rural communities) to build the capacity of fisherfolk
in both Trinidad and Tobago. In addition, the ADB through its outreach and training
programmes, is required to meet with the THA and the ATFA to establish avenues for
easy access of loans to fisherfolk.




