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Joint Select Committee established to
Consider and Report on the
Trinidad and Tobago Revenue Authority Bill, 2018.

Fourth Session (2018/2019) 11th Parliament

The purpose of the Bill is to provide for the establishment of the
Trinidad and Tobago Revenue Authority (TTRA) to replace the
Board of Inland Revenue and the Customs and Excise Division.




Committee Mandate

Pursuant to resolutions of the House of Representatives on Friday September 28, 2018 and of the
Senate on Friday, October 19, 2018, a Joint Select Committee was established to consider and
report by December 31, 2018 on the Trinidad and Tobago Revenue Authority Bill, 2018.
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MEETINGS

1. Since its appointment, your Committee has held four (4) meetings on the following dates:
i.  Monday November 26, 2018;
ii.  Tuesday December 11, 2018;
ii.  Friday February 15, 2019; and
iv.  Monday February 25, 20109.

WORK TO DATE

2. Atits First Meeting held on Monday November 26, 2018, your Committee agreed to hold
a private (in camera) stakeholder consultations with the following entities:

i.  the Customs Clerks and Customs Brokers Association of Trinidad and
Tobago;
ii.  the Financial Intelligence Unit of Trinidad and Tobago; and
iii.  the American Chamber of Commerce of Trinidad and Tobago.

3. At its Second Meeting held on Tuesday December 11, 2018, your Committee held in-
camera stakeholder consultations with the entities identified at 2 above and subsequently
invited the following stakeholders to attend its Third Meeting:

i.  The Public Service Association (PSA);
ii.  National Union of Government and Federated Workers (NUGFW);
iii.  National Trade Union Centre (NATUC);
iv.  Joint Trade Union Movement (JTUM); and
v.  Federation of Independent Trade Unions and NGOs (FITUN).

4. Your Committee noted that the scheduled date for its Third Meeting inadvertently
coincided with the International Labour Organisation Sub-Regional Conference, as such,
the JTUM and FITUM were unable to attend your Committee’s stakeholder engagement.
However, JTUM who had previously provided a written submission advised that they
stood by their submission and did not wish to elaborate orally or in writing. Additionally,
your Committee obliged to FITUN’s request to submit written comments on the Bill.

5. Atits Third Meeting held on Friday February 15, 2019, your Committee held in-camera
stakeholder consultations with the following entities:

i.  the Public Service Association (PSA);

ii.  the National Union of Government Federated Workers (NUGFW); and
iii.  the National Trade Union Centre (NATUC).
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6. Atits Fourth Meeting held on Monday February 25, 2019, your Committee held in-public
stakeholder consultations with the following:

i.  the Tobago House of Assembly (THA);
ii.  the Service Commissions Department;
iii.  the Central Bank of Trinidad and Tobago;
iv.  the Institute of Chartered Accounts of Trinidad and Tobago(ICATT);
v.  the Energy Chamber of Trinidad and Tobago; and
vi.  the Couva/Pt.Lisas Chamber of Commerce.

7. Your Committee submits that a clause-by-clause analysis is required in order to complete
the Committee’s deliberation on the Bill.

REPORT

8. The Committee wishes to report that it is unable to submit its final report by the deadline
of February 28, 2019. Accordingly, the Committee requires additional time to commence
a clause-by-clause analysis of the Bill with a view to fulfilling its mandate.

RECOMMENDATION

9. Your Committee requests an extension of time to continue its work and report by April
05, 2019.

10. During the period of extension, the Committee proposes to continue its work by
engaging in a clause-by-clause analysis of the Bill.

Respectfully Submitted,

Mr. Colm Imbert, MP
Chairman
March 07, 2019
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