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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1. A report entitled the Fourth Report of the Committee on Public Administration and 

              Appropriations Committee, Second Session of the Eleventh Parliament,  

              Examination of the System of Internal Audit within the Public Service was 

              presented in the Senate on September 14, 2017 and in the House of Representatives 

              on September 15, 2017.  

 

1.2. Standing Orders 100(6) and 110(6) of the Senate and the House of Representatives 

respectively, require the Ministry with responsibility for the Ministry/Body 

reported on by a Joint Select Committee to present to each House, a paper 

responding to the recommendations/comments contained in the report.  

 

1.3. In accordance with the above Standing Orders, the Ministry of Public Utilities has 

prepared a response on behalf of Senator, The Honourable Robert Le Hunte, 

Minister of Public Utilities. The said response as contained in this paper is being 

submitted for the consideration of the House of Representatives and the Senate. 

 

 

 

2.0 INDIVIDUAL ASSESSMENT: HEAD 39 MINISTRY OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 

 

I. Training of Internal Audit Staff:  

 

 The Committee noted that the Ministry in its continuous training 

for staff involved in internal audit and its policy to ensure that all 

staff under its purview were exposed to the requisite training relative 

to their field so as to ensure continuous professional development. 

 

 

II. Efficiency of Internal Audit Checks on Specific Areas: 

 

 The Internal Auditor’s work programme did not cover all areas 

of the Ministry's function.  In financial year 2016 /2017, the 

Ministry commenced site visits thereby expanding the scope of 

the Ministry's internal audit function. The Ministry assured that 

the site visits would be included in the Ministry’s 2017/2018 

Internal Audit work programme. 

 
 
 

Recommendation: 

 

 The Ministry of Public Utilities should include site v i s i t s  in 

i t s  2017 /2018 Internal Audit work programme by November 30, 

2017. 

 In preparation for the 2017/2018 f iscal  year , the M in i s t r y  of 

Public Utilities should revise its Internal Audit Work 

Programme to include all areas s o  that the Internal Audit 

Function can be adequately executed by October 30, 2017. 

 A copy of the fiscal year 2016/2017 work programme should 



3 
 

 

be submitted to Parliament by September 30,2017. 

 

Response of the Ministry of Public Utilities 

The Internal Audit’s Work Programme for Fiscal Year 2017/2018 has been revised 

to include all foreseeable areas of the Ministry’s function. 

 

Site visits have been included in the Work Programme since Fiscal year 2014/2015 

but have only commenced in Fiscal Year 2016/2017. 

 

The 2017/2018 Work Programme also includes for the first time, monthly 

preparation of accumulated statements on all expenditure under the various sub-

heads for submission to the Financial Budget Management Division of the Ministry 

of Finance, in accordance with the Cash Basis International Public Sector 

Accounting Standards. 

 

Copies of the Ministry of Public Utilities’ Internal Audit Work Programme for fiscal 

years 2016/2017 (Appendix 1) and 2017/2018 (Appendix II) are submitted for your 

attention. 














































































