OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER
13-15 ST. CLAIR AVENUE, ST. CLAIR
REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

OPM:14/1/7 Temp (17) #242

November L., 2017

Ms. Jacqui Sampson-Meiguel

Clerk of the House

Parliament of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago
Levels G-8 Tower D

International Waterfront Centre

1A Wrightson Road

PORT OF SPAIN

Dear Ms. Sampson-Meiguel,

Fourth Report of the Public Administration and Appropriations Committee on

Examination of the System of Internal Audit within the Public Service

With reference to the above subject at captioned and upon your request in letter reference
PArl.:5/7/12 dated October 04, 2017, please find enclosed the responses to the
recommendations/comments outlined in the Report.

The electronic copy has been forwarded to coth@ittparliament.org as requested.

Should you require further information, contact Ms. Rosemarie Richardson, acting
Director, Corporate Services at 622-1625 Extension 2127 or email richardsonr@gov.tt.

Sincerely,

W_A/0 .

Maurice Suite
Permanent Secretary to the Prime Minister (a.i)
Office of the Prime Minister

encl.



Under Individual Assessment of the Report - Issues, Observations and Recommendations:
Head: 13 — Office of the Prime Minister

I.  Concerns related to Internal Audit
e Based on the written submission, the Committee noted that in some
instances, the recommendations made by the Internal Auditor were not
adhered to.
e Additionally, the Internal Audit Work Programme did not cover all areas
and there was no Internal Audit Charter for fiscal year 2016/2017.

Recommendations:
o The Office of the Prime Minister should make compliance with the
Internal Auditor’s recommendations a priority and therefore adhere to all,

Responses:

e The Office of the Prime Minister has recognised that some of the Internal
Audit recommendations were not adhered to and is in the process of
rectifying this by the following up with the Internal Audit's workplan in
conjunction with what is outlined in its recommendations.

Recommendations:
o The Office of the Prime Minister should complete its Internal Audit
Charter for fiscal year 2017/2018 by October 30, 2017.

Responses:

e The Internal Audit Unit is in communication with Comptroller of Accounts
with respect to having the Office of the Prime Minister Internal Audit
Charter completed. This should be completed by the second quarter of
2018.

Recommendations:

o In preparation for the 2017/2018 fiscal year, the Office of the Prime
Minister should revise its Internal Audit Work Programme to include all
areas so that the Internal Audit Function can be adequately executed by
October 30, 2017.

o A copy of the fiscal year 2016/2017 work programmed should be submitted
to Parliament by September 30, 2017.

Responses:
e Please see the Office of the Prime Minister’s Internal Audit Unit Work
Programme as requested. (See Appendices I and IT)
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