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MINISTRY OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT & LOCAL GOVERNMENT

27% July, 2017

Ms. Keiba Jacob

Secretary

Land and Physical Infrastructure Committee
Level G-7 Tower D

The Port of Spain International Waterfront Centre
1A Wrightson Road

Port of Spain.

Dear Ms. Jacob,

First Report of the Joint Select Committee on Land and Physical Infrastructure on an
Inquiry into Land Tenure Issues in Trinidad and Tobago

I refer to your letter referenced Parl.: 14/3/73 Vol. 1 dated 21st June, 2017 and received 27th
June, 2017, with respect to the Report at caption.

Consistent with standing orders 100 (6) and 110 (6) of the Senate and House of Representatives
respectively, the Ministry of Rural Development and Local Government submits the attached
written responses, to the recommendations/comments contained in the report.

You may contact the office of the Permanent Secretary at Sbrathwaite@gov.tt or call Ms. Sandra
Brathwaite at 622-7410/622-1979 Ext. 3207, should any further clarification on information be
required.

Respectfully,
o b

Desdra Bascombe
Permanent Secretary
Permanent Secreta
ry
Ministry of Rural Development
and Loeal Government

Office of the Permanent Secretary
Kent House, Long Circular Road, Maraval, Trinidad W.I.
TelFax (868) 622-7410/622-1979 Ext3202/3207 E-mail: localgovps@govit
Like and Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MOLGTT




BACKGROUND

Standing Orders 100(6) and 110(6) of the Senate and House of Representatives respectively,
require the Minister with responsibility for the Ministry/Body reported on by a Joint Select
Committee (JSC) to present to each House, a paper responding to the comments and
recommendations contained in the Report. The findings and recommendations of the Committee
as it concerns the Ministry of Rural Development and Local Government are outlined on page
twenty five (25) of the Report as follows:

e that the (State) provide Legal Aid to conduct research regarding a root title and then
distribute the land;

e that the State provide lands as heritage sites;
e that the Ministry of Tourism and the Regional Corporation collaborate with the Merikins
Society to develop a Community Heritage Programme; and

o that the Foreign Affairs Ministry facilitate further collaboration with the Canadian, British
and US authorities to encourage cultural exchanges.

The Committee’s recommendation specifically with respect to the Ministry of Rural Development
and Local Government is at bullet three (3) above and is as follows:

e that the Ministry of Tourism and the Regional Corporation collaborate with the
Merikins Society to develop a Community Heritage Programme.

RESPONSE

Recommendation:

That the Ministry of Tourism and the Regional Corporation collaborate with the Merikins
Society to develop a Community Heritage Programme.

Response:

e The Princes Town Regional Corporation (PTRC) is the Municipality responsible
for the areas contained on page 24 of the Report; namely Guaracara, Indian Walk,
Mt. Pleasant, Hardbargain, New Grant, Fifth Company, Lengua and Matilda
Junction. The above recommendation was tabled and discussed at the Tourism and
Business Development Sub-Committee Meeting of the PTRC which was held on
July 20, 2017. The decision of the Committee was that the Corporation is willing
to collaborate with the Ministry of Tourism and the Merikins Society to develop a
Community Heritage Programme. Discussions will have to take place on the Scope
of the Project, Costing, Budgeting and Implementation.




