Minister of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago

International Waterfront Complex Tel. No.: (868) 623-6894
Tower C, Levels 10-14 Email: minister@foreion.gov.t
1A Wrightson Road

Port of Spain

Trinidad and Tobago

(MFCA) CACC: 2/1/41 Vol. |

August 11, 2017

The Honourable Bridgid Mary Annisette-George, MP
Speaker of the House

Parliament of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago
Level 2, Tower D

The Port-of-Spain International Waterfront Centre
1A Wrightson Road

Port-of-Spain

Honourable Speaker of the House,

First Report of the Joint Select Committee on Land and Physical Infrastructure on an
Inquiry into Land Tenure Issues in Trinidad and Tobago

Reference is made to your letter Parl.: 14/3/73 Vol. | dated 23", June, 2017 on the First
Report of the Joint Select Committee on Land and Physical Infrastructure on an Inquiry into Land
Tenure Issues in Trinidad and Tobago.

In this regard, please find enclosed, the Ministerial Response in respect of the findings

and the recommendation of the Joint Select Committee, as it concerns the Ministry of Foreign
and CARICOM Affairs as outlined on page twenty-five (25) of the Report.

Respectfully,

L d il

Dennis Moses



First Report of the Joint Select Committee on Land and Physical Infrastructure on an

Inquiry into Land Tenure Issues in Trinidad and Tobago - Recommendation for the
assistance of the Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs

Reference is made to the First Report of the Joint Select Committee (JSC) on Land
and Physical Infrastructure on an Inquiry into Land Tenure Issues in Trinidad and Tobago, and
to the recommendation of the Committee that “the Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs
facilitate collaboration with the Canadian, British and US authorities to encourage cultural
exchanges.”

2. In pursuing this recommendation, the Ministry transmitted communication to the
resident Missions of the United States of America, Canada and the United Kingdom to
ascertain the appropriate agencies with which contact should be made to initiate dialogue on
the course of action recommended by the JSC. A preliminary meeting was also held between
the Americas and Consular Affairs Divisions to discuss the way forward. This meeting
recommended that:

i. Contact be made with the Merikins society in Trinidad and Tobago to facilitate
their inclusion in deliberations on any steps taken to pursue the
recommendation of the JSC.

ii. There be a meeting between members of the Joint Select Committee and all
relevant stakeholders in order to clarify the intent on the recommendation
outlined on pg. 25 Article 2.5.1.2 (vii) “that the Foreign Affairs Ministry facilitate
further collaboration with the Canadian, British and U.S. authorities to
encourage cultural exchanges.”

3. The stakeholders proposed include:
e Representatives of the Merikins Society
e The Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs (AAMEP, Americas and
Consular Divisions)
e The Ministry of Community Development, Culture and the Arts
e The Ministry of Education
e The Ministry of Tourism
e The History Department of the University of the West Indies
e The National Trust of Trinidad and Tobago

Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs
11th August, 2017



