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MANDATE   

1. Pursuant to resolutions of the House of Representatives on Friday November 13, 

2015 and of the Senate on Friday November 17, 2015, a Joint Select Committee was 

established:  

to consider and report on a Bill entitled the “Whistleblower Protection Bill, 2015”; 

and…to report within eight weeks, that is to say, on or before January 22, 2016.  

  

MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE  

 

2. The following persons were appointed to serve on the Committee:  

Mr. Faris Al-Rawi, MP     

Mr. W. Michael Coppin     

Mr. Foster Cummings     

Mr. Wade Mark        

Mrs. Sophia Chote, SC     

Mr. Stuart Young, MP       

Major Gen. (Ret.) Edmund Dillon, MP   

Mr. Prakash Ramadhar, MP  

  

INTERIM REPORTS 

 

3. In its 4th Interim Report, your Committee requested and was granted an extension 

of time to complete its work by September 9, 2016.  

 

MEETINGS  

 

4. Since the presentation of its 4th Interim Report, the Committee has been able to 
have one (1) meeting on July 15, 2016. 

 

5. The Minutes of the Meeting held on July 15, 2016 are attached at Appendix I.  
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REPORT  

 

6. The Committee wishes to report that it has made some progress in relation to issues 
discussed and that at this time, the Chief Parliamentary Counsel is in the process of 
drafting a revision of the Bill incorporating changes discussed during the 
Committee’s deliberations. 

 

7. However, the Chief Parliamentary Counsel has not yet completed this exercise, and 
the Committee will also require additional time to review and approve these 
amendments. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS  

  

8. Your Committee therefore humbly requests an extension to submit its final and 
comprehensive report to the Parliament by September 22, 2016. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

  

       Sgd. 

 

 

 
Mr. Faris Al-Rawi, MP 

Chairman 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



3 | P a g e  
 

Appendix I 

 

MINUTES 

OF  

PROCEEDINGS 

AND  

ATTENDANCE RECORD 
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JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE WHISTLEBLOWER 

PROTECTION BILL, 2015 

  

MINUTES OF THE TWELFTH MEETING HELD IN THE ARNOLD THOMASOS ROOM 

(EAST), LEVEL 6, OFFICE OF THE PARLIAMENT, TOWER D, IWFC, #1A WRIGHTSON 

ROAD, PORT OF SPAIN ON JULY 15, 2016 AT 9:30AM 

 
Committee Members 
 
PRESENT 

Mr. Faris Al-Rawi, MP   - Chairman 
Mr. W. Michael Coppin   -  Member 

             Mr. Wade Mark    - Member 
Mr. Foster Cummings    -   Member 

             Mr. Stuart Young, MP                -   Member 
 
ABSENT/EXCUSED 

Mrs. Sophia Chote, S.C.               -  Member 
Major Gen. (Ret.) Edmund Dillon, MP -  Member 
Mr. Prakash Ramadhar, MP                –   Member 
 

Secretariat 
Ms. Chantal La Roche                           -           Secretary 
Ms. Vahini Jainarine               -           Legal Officer  

 
Other Attendees 

Mr. Ian Macintyre, SC                                 Chief Parliamentary Counsel 
 Ms. Christine Morgan-Cox                    Legal Counsel II 
             Mr. Aneil Joseph                                          Legal Officer 
             Ms. Charlene Basso-Taylor                        Law Reform Officer  
 

    

   

   

 

COMMENCEMENT  

1.1       The meeting was called to order by the Chairman at 9:54 am.    

 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES   

2.1 The Committee considered the Minutes of the Eleventh Meeting held on May 13, 2016. 
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2.2      There being no corrections, the motion for the confirmation of the Minutes was moved by 
Mr. Foster Cummings and seconded by Mr. W. Michael Coppin and the Minutes were 
confirmed by the Committee.   

 
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  

 
3.1 The Chairman informed the Committee that as requested, the Chief Parliamentary Counsel 

submitted the written opinions on the following: 

i. The redraft of Clause 9(3) to include the words “information must be kept but not 
utilized” and to consider whether a further requirement of keeping libelous 
anonymous disclosures filed was required. 

ii. The examination of the Bill in relation to: 
a. The proposed Official Secrets Act; 
b. Freedom of Information Act; and 

c. Data Protection Act. 

iii. The redraft of Clause 8(b) to qualify the protection of legal professional privilege 
as contained in Section 43(B) (4) of the UK Public Interest Disclosure Act 1998 and 
to examine the effect of the inclusion and prepare a comparative of Clause 8 as 
amended and as originally drafted. 

iv. The consideration of legislation and regulations in relation to the Financial 

Intelligence Unit and examination of: 

a. how the Act addresses the requirement for Companies to designate a 
reporting officer; and      

b. the relevant qualifications of reporting officers under the Act. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS  

 

4.1 The Committee discussed a Work Plan recommended by the Secretariat and the following 
meeting dates were proposed:  

 

 Tuesday July 19, 2016; 
 Friday July 22, 2016; 
 Tuesday September 6, 2016; 
 Wednesday September 7, 2016 and  
 Friday September 9, 2016. 

 
4.2 The Committee noted that several Members would experience difficulty in attending the 

Meetings proposed during the Parliamentary Recess. 

 

 4.3 As such, the Committee instructed the Chief Parliamentary Counsel to submit a track-
changed version of the Bill, encompassing all the comments made by both Members and 
Stakeholders which would be circulated to all Members for review.  
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4.4 The Committee agreed that after Members received and commented on the document, the 
Chief Parliamentary Counsel would re-draft the Bill including the Committee’s 
recommendations.  

 

4.5 The Committee agreed that the document submitted by the Law Reform Commission 
entitled “A Policy Paper” would be annexed to the Committee’s Final Report which is to 
be laid on September 9, 2016. 

 

ADJOURNMENT  

 

5.1 The Meeting was adjourned for a date to be fixed. 

 

5.2 The Chairman thanked Members for their attendance.  

 

5.3 The adjournment was taken at 10:32am.  

  

I certify that these Minutes are true and correct.  

  

           Chairman 

 

Secretary 

July 15, 2016   

 


