
 

 
SENATE OF THE REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

 

ORDER PAPER 
 

FORTIETH SITTING, FIRST SESSION (2007/2008), NINTH PARLIAMENT  
WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 05, 2008 AT 1:30 P.M. 

 
1. PRAYERS 
 
2. OATH OF ALLEGIANCE OF A NEW SENATOR 
 
3. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT 
 
4. BILLS BROUGHT FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
 
5. PETITIONS 
 
6. PAPERS 

 
(i) The Excise Duty (Compressed Natural Gas) Order, 2008. 

(By the Minister in the Ministry of Finance) 
 

7. PRESENTATION OF REPORTS FROM SELECT COMMITTEES 
 
8. QUESTIONS TO MINISTERS 
 

NEW QUESTION FOR WRITTEN ANSWER 
 
Question No. 110 to the Honourable Minister of Community Development, Culture and 
Gender Affairs 

(By Senator Gail Merhair) 

Would the Minister provide this Senate with a detailed list of the projects undertaken by the 
National Trust of Trinidad and Tobago for the years 2002 to 2007? 

(Answer due by 28.11.08) 
 
QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN ANSWER APPEAR IN THE APPENDIX 

 
9. QUESTIONS TO CHAIRMEN OF SESSIONAL AND SPECIAL SELECT COMMITTEES 

 
10. REQUESTS FOR LEAVE TO MOVE THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE SENATE ON 

DEFINITE MATTERS OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 
 
11. STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS OR PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARIES 
12. PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
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13. INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
 
14. MOTIONS RELATING TO THE BUSINESS OR SITTINGS OF THE SENATE AND 

MOVED BY A MINISTER OR PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY 
 
15. PUBLIC BUSINESS 

 
 

PRIVATE BUSINESS 
 

Motions: 
 

(i) The debate on the following Motion which was in progress when the Senate 
adjourned on Tuesday July 22, 2008 will be resumed: 

 WHEREAS Section 4 of the Constitution of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago provides 
for all citizens the right to equality of treatment from any public authority in the exercise of 
any function and the right to equality before the law and the protection of the law; 

 AND WHEREAS both Houses of Parliament have already passed into law the Equal 
Opportunities Act; 

 BE IT RESOLVED that the Government takes immediate steps to have the Equal 
Opportunity Legislation proclaimed and fully effected in the Republic of Trinidad and 
Tobago. 

 (By Senator Wade Mark) 

 
(ii) WHEREAS there are allegations of widespread corruption and mismanagement of the 

money spent by the Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago; 

 AND WHEREAS there are allegations of a lack of transparency;  

 BE IT RESOLVED that this Senate call on the Government of the Republic of Trinidad 
and Tobago to account for the manner in which it has conducted the financial affairs of the 
State and for its failure to take corrective action. 

 (By Senator Wade Mark) 
 

(iii) WHEREAS financial support for election campaigns is necessary for a healthy multi-party 
democracy;  

AND WHEREAS the electorate needs to be satisfied that all viable political parties contest 
elections under conditions which are fair and transparent; 

AND WHEREAS the issue of election financing has been the subject of widespread public 
concern during the last thirty years in this country; 

BE IT RESOLVED that Parliament appoint a Joint Select Committee to consider 
establishing a legislative framework to govern the financing of election campaigns and to 
submit its report with recommendations to both Houses of Parliament within six months of 
its appointment. 

(By Senator Prof. Ramesh Deosaran) 
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(iv) BE IT RESOLVED that the Senate condemn the Government for supporting Caribbean 
Airlines in its proposed acquisition of a private jet; 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Senate demand of the Government the 
immediate cancellation of its decision and/or support to acquire a private jet. 

 (By Senator Wade Mark) 
 
 

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS 
 
 
Motions: 
 
(i) WHEREAS it is provided by section 13(2) of the Excise (General Provisions) Act, Chap. 

78:50 that the Minister may by Order impose any new excise duty or increase any excise duty 
and from the date of publication of the Order in the Gazette and until the expiry thereof the 
duties specified in the Order shall be payable in lieu of the duties payable prior thereto: 

 
 AND WHEREAS it is provided by the said subsection that every Order issued under that 

subsection shall, after four days and within twenty-one days from the date of its first 
publication, be submitted to the Senate and the House of Representatives and the Senate and 
the House of Representatives may by Resolution confirm, amend or revoke such Order, and 
upon publication of the Resolution of the Senate and the House of Representatives in the 
Gazette the Resolution shall have effect and the Order shall then expire: 
 

AND WHEREAS the Excise Duty (Compressed Natural Gas) Order, 2008 was made under 
section 13(2) of the Excise (General Provisions) Act, and first published in the Gazette on the 
24th day of October, 2008: 
 

AND WHEREAS it is expedient to confirm the said Order:  
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Excise Duty (Compressed Natural Gas) Order, 2008, be 
confirmed. 

(By the Minister in the Ministry of Finance) 
 
 

Bills Second Reading: 
 

(i) A Bill entitled “An Act to regulate emergency ambulance services, to provide for the 
registration of emergency medical personnel in Trinidad and Tobago, for the establishment of 
a National Emergency Ambulance Authority and for matters connected therein”. 

(By the Minister of Health) 
 

(ii) A Bill entitled “An Act to prevent tobacco use by young people; enhance public awareness of 
the hazards of tobacco use and ensure that consumers are provided with information to make 
more fully informed decisions about using tobacco; protect individuals from exposure to 
tobacco smoke; prohibit or restrict promotional practices; prevent illegal conduct, including 
but not limited to smuggling; provide for regulation of tobacco products to mitigate against 
the harmful effects of tobacco; provide for sufficient regulatory flexibility to respond to new 
technological and scientific innovations and findings and to changes in consumer behaviours; 
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create a national co-ordinating institution for tobacco control and provide for other related 
matters and purposes”. 

 (By the Minister of Health) 
 
 

 
 

 

Neil Jaggassar 
      Clerk of the Senate  

 
 
 
 
 

Senate Secretariat 
The Red House 
PORT OF SPAIN 

November 05, 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
APPENDIX  

 
ORDER PAPER/WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 05, 2008 

      QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN ANSWER 
 

 
Question No. 102 to the Honourable Minister of Social Development  

(By Senator Cindy Devika Sharma) 

With respect to the National Plan of Action for Children aimed at establishing nutrition drop-in 
centres in cities and main towns for homeless and street children, would the Minister indicate to 
the Senate: 

(i)   the total number of centres established as at July 2008?  

(ii)  the locations of these centres; and 

(iii) the number of persons who have benefited from the operation of these centres as at July 
2008? 

(Answer due by 16.08.08) 
 
Senate Secretariat 
The Red House 
PORT OF SPAIN 
 
November 05, 2008 
 
 


