HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FIFTH SESSION NO. 14
ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT 2019/2020

ORDER PAPER

MONDAY JANUARY 27, 2020: 1:30 P.M.

PRAYERS

OATH OR AFFIRMATION

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER

BILLS BROUGHT FROM THE SENATE

PETITIONS

PAPERS

1.

The Audited Financial Statements of the Trinidad and Tobago Solid Waste Management
Company Limited for the financial year ended September 30, 2017.

(By the Minister of Finance who will move that the Report be referred to the Public
Accounts [Enterprises] Committee)

The Audited Financial Statements of the Trinidad and Tobago International Financial Centre
Management Company Limited for the financial year ended September 30, 2019.

(By the Minister of Finance who will move that the Report be referred to the Public
Accounts [Enterprises] Committee)

The Ministerial Response of the Ministry of the Attorney General and Legal Affairs to the
Thirteenth Report of the Joint Select Committee on Human Rights, Equality and Diversity on
Sexual Harassment in the Workplace.

(By the Attorney General)

The Ministerial Response of the Ministry of Labour and Small Enterprise Development to the
Thirteenth Report of the Joint Select Committee on Human Rights, Equality and Diversity on
Sexual Harassment in the Workplace.

(By the Minister of Labour and Small Enterprise Development)

The Ministerial Response of the Ministry of the Attorney General and Legal Affairs to the
Fourteenth Report of the Joint Select Committee on Human Rights, Equality and Diversity on
Sexual Harassment in the Education Sector.

(By the Attorney General)
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6. 'The Ministerial Response of the Ministry of Education to the Fourteenth Report of the Joint
Select Committee on Human Rights, Equality and Diversity on Sexual Harassment in the
Education Sector.

(By the Minister of Education)

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES
PRIME MINISTER’S QUESTIONS
URGENT QUESTIONS

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Questions for Written Answer will appear in the Appendix

Questions for Oral Answer

Question No. 16 to the Minister of Agriculture, L.and and Fisheries:
(By the Member for Chaguanas East)

Could the Minister state whether the Government intends to regularise the status of residents
occupying two hundred (200) acres at Bhadase Lands, Enterprise?

Question No. 17 to the Minister of Education:
(By the Member for Chaguanas East)

With regard to the announcement that $800 million dollars were allocated to complete schools yet to
be completed since 2015, could the Minister provide:

a) the list of schools to be completed; and
b) the expected commencement and completion dates for each school in part (a)?

Question No. 18 to the Minister of Rural Development and Local Government:

(By the Member for Naparima)

Given that the San Fernando City Corporation has removed the pavement alongside Skinner Park,
could the Minister state the security arrangements being put in place for pedestrians, including students,

who are now forced to walk through or wait within Skinner Park for transportation?

Question No. 19 to the Minister of Energy and Energy Industries:

(By the Member for Naparima)

Could the Minister advise the total indebtedness, if any, of state owned National Petroleum Marketing
Company to Paria Fuel Trading as at November 30, 2019?

Question No. 20 to the Minister of Education:
(By the Member for Chaguanas East)

With regard to the University of Trinidad and Tobago (UTT), could the Minister state:

a) whether there are plans to reduce the staff complement by 120 persons in 2020;
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b) if the answer to part (a) is in the affirmative, the staff areas to be reduced and the justification for
this decision?

Question No. 22 to the Minister of Energy and Energy Industries:

(By the Member for Pointe-a-Pierre)

Could the Minister state the reason that BHP opted to construct the platform for Ruby project outside
of Trinidad and Tobago?

Question No. 23 to the Minister of Energy and Energy Industries:

(By the Member for Pointe-a-Pierre)

Could the Minister state the efforts taken to make the gas industry competitive since the Angelin Gas
Project?

Question No. 24 to the Minister of Energy and Energy Industries:

(By the Member for Pointe-a-Pierre)

Further to the response to a Prime Minister’s Question on December 11, 2019, could the Minister
provide the final total value of the exit compensation package paid to Mr. Mike Wylie, former Chief
Executive Officer of Heritage Petroleum Limited?

REQUESTS FOR LEAVE TO MOVE THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE ON DEFINITE
MATTERS OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS
PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

MOTIONS RELATING TO THE BUSINESS OR SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE AND MOVED
BY A MINISTER

PUBLIC BUSINESS

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Bills Second Reading:

1. The Second Reading stage of the following Bill which was in progress on Wednesday
November 27, 2019 will be completed:

A Bill entitled, “An Act to amend the Bail Act, Chap. 4:60”.
(By the Attorney General)

2. A Bill entitled, “An Act to amend the Supplemental Police Act, Chap. 15:02”.
(By the Minister in the Ministry of the Attorney General and Legal Affairs)

3. A Bill entitled, “An Act to repeal and replace the Shipping Act, Chap 50:10, the Harbours Act,
Chap 50:00, the Droghers Act, Chap. 50:07, the Motor Launches Act, Chap. 50:08, to amend
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the Port Authority Act, Chap. 51:01 and the Coroners Act, Chap. 6:04 to provide for the and
the certification and registration of vessels and offshore installations, matters relating to crew
safety and security of life at sea and matters incidental thereto”.

(By the Minister of Works and Transport)

4. A Bill entitled, “An Act to amend the Insurance Act, 2018”.
(By the Minister of Finance)

5. A Bill entitled, “An Act to amend the Constitution (Prescribed Matters) Act, Chap. 1:02, the
Interpretation Act, Chap. 3:01 and the Judicial and Legal Service Act, Chap. 6:01”.

(By the Attorney General)
COMMITTEE BUSINESS
Motions:

1. BE IT RESOLVED that this House adopt the Report of the Joint Select Committee
appointed to consider and report on the Private Security Industry Bill, 2019 in the Fifth
Session, Eleventh Parliament.

(By the Member for Laventille West)

2. BE IT RESOLVED that this House adopt the Report of the Joint Select Committee
appointed to consider and report on the Mutual Administrative Assistance in Tax Matters Bill,
2018, the Tax Information Exchange Agreements Bill, 2018 and the Income Tax (Amendment)
Bill, 2019 in the Fifth Session, Eleventh Parliament.

(By the Member for Diego Martin North/East)

3. BE IT RESOLVED that this House adopt the Report of the Joint Select Committee
appointed to consider and report on the Gambling (Gaming and Betting) Control Bill, 2016 in
the Fifth Session, Eleventh Patliament.

(By the Member for Diego Martin North/East)
PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS
Motions:
1. The debate on the following Motion which was in progress when the House adjourned

on Friday November 22, 2019 will be resumed:

WHEREAS Climate Change is a matter of global concern which threatens all nations;

AND WHEREAS small island states and coastal states are especially susceptible to the impact
of climate change;

AND WHEREAS the Caribbean region has, from time to time, experienced cycles of
drought, heavy rainfall, hurricanes and floods;
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AND WHEREAS carthquakes and other natural disasters must be anticipated and prepared
for;

BE IT RESOLVED that this House agree that the Government develop a holistic and
sustainable national response to climate change inclusive of solutions to the perennial flooding
in Trinidad and Tobago and the effective management of drought conditions and the impact
of such disasters on the quality of human life.

(By the Member for Caroni Central)

WHEREAS the prices of oil and natural gas on which the 2020 Budget was premised were
too high and production of natural gas is likely to be lower than estimated yielding shortfalls
in revenue targets;

AND WHEREAS business and consumer confidence in the economy continues to
deteriorate characterised by business closures, lack of investment and job losses;

AND WHEREAS the official debt is upward of one hundred billion indebtedness is much
higher and our foreign reserves, unsupported by export gains have been dwindling;

AND WHEREAS there has been little action with regard to diversification;

AND WHEREAS Government policy is yet to yield recovery, prompt a structural shift or
transform the economy;

AND WHEREAS the fiscal, monetary and economic policies of the Government have been
a collection of contradictions and a total failure;

BE IT RESOLVED that this House call on the Prime Minister to immediately dissolve
Parliament and call for a General Election to facilitate the change needed to execute coherent
and inclusive policies that will promote the recovery and renewal of confidence of the
economy.

(By the Member for Caroni Central)

WHEREAS the public health sector of Trinidad and Tobago over the past four (4) years has
deteriorated, with significantly increased morbidity and preventable deaths;

AND WHEREAS the collapse of the primary health care system has resulted in widespread
suffering from chronic, non-communicable diseases;

AND WHEREAS there is overcrowding of Accident and Emergency Departments at public
hospitals, with unacceptable waiting times for surgeries as a result of insufficient medical
resources and non-functioning diagnostic equipment among other things;

AND WHEREAS numerous nationals were denied employment as doctors, nurses and
technicians, despite the shortage of these professionals;

AND WHEREAS the closure of the Central Block of Port of Spain General Hospital has led
to patients of North and West Trinidad being deprived of health care;
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AND WHEREAS the Government has refused to put the modern Couva Hospital into
optimum use and has terminated construction of the National Oncology Centre;

BE IT RESOLVED that this House condemn this Government for its mismanagement of
the health sector and call for the implementation of extensive remedial measures, policies and
programmes.

(By the Member for Caroni East)

WHEREAS Trinidad and Tobago’s energy sector has been a significant contributor to our
nation’s revenue, generating employment and promoting economic stability and
infrastructural and national development;

AND WHEREAS the Government has failed on its commitment to create an environment
in which producer companies in the energy sector and aggressively seek new discoveries in oil
and gas;

AND WHEREAS the Government has failed to deliver its promise of ensuring that we have
an attractive, competitive and responsive fiscal and regulatory environment that will maximise
recovery of our hydrocarbon resources;

AND WHEREAS over the last four years we have seen a reduction in oil and gas production
and numerous closures of key operators, service providers and companies within the energy
sectof;

AND WHEREAS the state of our energy sector presents detrimental consequences for our
economy;

BE IT RESOLVED that this House condemn this Government’s failure to stimulate, secure
and sustainably grow our energy sector in a timely manner.
(By the Member for Pointe-a-Pierre)

WHEREAS since 2015 this Government has been unable to provide for the safety and
security of citizens resulting in increases in serious crimes particularly murder;

AND WHEREAS in 2019 Trinidad and Tobago has experienced two consecutive years with
over 516 murders and witnessed in 2019 the second highest annual murder rate in its history;

AND WHEREAS the Government has been unwilling or unable to articulate specific,
measurable, timely, and outputs-oriented crime-reduction targets;

AND WHEREAS the Government has failed to realize that an ‘Whole of Government
Approach’ to solving crime is necessary;

BE IT RESOLVED that this House condemns this Government for its failure to deal with
rampant crime.

(By the Member for Naparima)



Bills Second Reading:

1. A Bill entitled, “An Act to amend the Kabir Association of Trinidad (Incorporation)
Otrdinance, 1932”.

(The Speaker will propose the question that the Bill be read a Second time)

Jacqui Sampson-Meiguel
Clerk of the House

House of Representatives’ Secretariat
Parliamentary Complex

Cabildo Building

St Vincent Street

PORT OF SPAIN

January 24, 2020




HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FIFTH SESSION SITTING NO. 14
ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT 2019/2020

MONDAY JANUARY 27, 2020 1:30 P.M.
NOTICE OF PRIME MINISTER’S QUESTIONS

The under-mentioned Questions which have been accepted by the Speaker in accordance with
Standing Order 26 are hereby forwarded for the attention of the Prime Minister.

1. Could the Prime Minister inform the House of any further payments, inclusive of the amounts
made, to Group DC LLCC subsequent to the expiry of the initial contract which ended in
October, 2018 as well as the nature of those services provided inclusive of the tabling of that
subsequent contract?

(By the Leader of the Opposition)

2. Could the Prime Minister confirm or deny whether the National Gas Company will be
increasing the price of natural gas supplied to critical firms/ companies located in the
manufacturing sector?

(By the Member for Pointe-a -Pierre)

3. Inlight of recent reports which stated that the Government was due to sigh a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) with Trafigura Limited as it relates to the reopening of the refinery,
could the Prime Minister state the key elements contained in this same MOU?

(By the Member for Pointe-a-Pierre)

4. In view of the rapid spread of the Coronavirus worldwide, could the Prime Minister state
whether the Government is considering the implementation of travel restrictions to Trinidad
and Tobago?

(By the Member for Fyzabad)

5. Could the Prime Minister indicate if there are discussions and or negotiations ongoing between
Loma Linda Hospital/ University and the Government and/or University of the West Indies
in relation to the Couva Hospital?

(By the Member for Caroni East)

6. Could the Prime Minister state why his Government has not been able to complete any of the
sixty (60) plus schools which were left at various stages of construction in September 2015?
(By the Member for Caroni East)



7. Could the Prime Minister state why there has been no significant improvement or
modernization of Trinidad and Tobago’s Forensic Science Centre, in light of his previously
stated desire to improve the Forensic Science Centre to international standards?

(By the Member for Caroni East)

Jacqui Sampson-Meiguel
Clerk of the House

House of Representatives’ Secretariat
The Red House

Abercromby Street

PORT OF SPAIN

January 27, 2020




HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FIFTH SESSION No. 14
ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT 2019/2020

MONDAY JANUARY 27,2020 1:30 P.M.
NOTICE OF URGENT QUESTIONS

The under-mentioned Questions which have been accepted by the Speaker in accordance with
Standing Order 27 are hereby forwarded for the attention of the Ministers concerned.

1. To the Minister of National Security:
(By the Member for Couva North)

Could the Minister say how soon before the Police Marine Branch is established since it was
supposed to be launched in October 2019?

2. To the Minister of National Security:
(By the Member for Oropouche East)

Could the Minister indicate whether a new contract for the provision of CCTV cameras and
associated service has been implemented for this critical crime fighting tool?

3. To the Minister of Finance:
(By the Member for Pointe-a-Pierre)

Could the minister state the budgetary implications of the difference between budgeted prices for
oil and natural gas and today’s prices?

Jacqui Sampson-Meiguel
Clerk of the House

House of Representatives’ Secretariat
Parliamentary Complex

Cabildo Building

St Vincent Street

PORT OF SPAIN

January 27, 2020
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