
 

 

 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
SECOND SESSION NO. 18 

ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT 2016/2017 

 

ORDER PAPER 

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 03, 2017: 1:30 P.M. 
 
PRAYERS 
 
OATH OR AFFIRMATION 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
 
BILLS BROUGHT FROM THE SENATE 
 
PETITIONS  
 
PAPERS 
 

1. The Report of the Auditor General of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago on the Financial 
Statements of the Penal/Debe Regional Corporation for the year ended September 30, 2009. 

((By the Minister of Finance who will move that the Report be referred to the Public 
Accounts Committee) 
 

2. The Annual Audited Financial Statements of Trinidad and Tobago Free Zones Company 
Limited for the financial year ended December 31, 2014. 

(By the Minister of Finance who will move that the Report be referred to the Public 
Accounts [Enterprises] Committee) 
 

3. The Annual Audited Financial Statements of Trinidad and Tobago Free Zones Company 
Limited for the financial year ended December 31, 2015. 

(By the Minister of Finance who will move that the Report be referred to the Public 
Accounts [Enterprises] Committee) 
 

4. The Ministerial Response to the Second Report of the Joint Select Committee on State 
Enterprises on an Inquiry into the Administration and Operations of the Urban Development 
Corporation of Trinidad and Tobago. 

(By the Minister of Housing and Urban Development) 
 

5. The Response of the Office of the Parliament to the First Report of the Public Administration 
and Appropriations Committee on an Examination into the Current Expenditure of Ministries 
and Departments under three (3) Sub-Heads: Current Transfers and Subsidies, Development 
Programme – Consolidated Fund and Infrastructure Development Fund.  

(By the Deputy Speaker) 
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6. The Delegation Report on the Global Summit of Women Speakers of Parliament held in Abu 

Dhabi, United Arab Emirates from December 12 to 13, 2016. 

(By the Member for St. Ann’s East) 
 

7. The Annual Report of the Counter Trafficking Unit, Ministry of National Security for the year 
2015. 

(By the Minister of National Security) 
 

 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 
 

1. The Third Report of the Joint Select Committee on Human Rights, Equality and Diversity for 
the Second Session of the Eleventh Parliament (2016/2017) on the Treatment of Child 
Offenders at the Youth Training Centre, St. Michael’s Interim Rehabilitation Centre for Young 
Male Offenders and St. Jude’s Interim Rehabilitation Centre for Young Female Offenders. 

(By the Member for St. Ann’s East) 

2. The Second Report of the Joint Select Committee on Social Services and Public 
Administration for the Second Session of the Eleventh Parliament (2016/2017) on an Inquiry 
into the Effectiveness of the State’s Interventions directed at Socially Displaced Persons in 
Trinidad and Tobago. 

(Member for Cumuto/Manzanilla)  
 

3. The First Report of the Public Accounts Committee for the First Session, Eleventh Parliament 
on the Examination of the Reports of the Auditor General on the Public Accounts of the 
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago for the financial years 2014 and 2015 with specific reference 
to the Auditor General’s Department. 

(By the Member for Caroni Central) 
 

4. The Second Report of the Public Accounts Committee for the First Session, Eleventh 
Parliament on the Examination of the Report of the Auditor General on the Public Accounts 
of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago for the financial year 2014 with specific reference to 
the Ministry of Tourism. 

(By the Member for Caroni Central) 
 

5. The Third Report of the Public Accounts Committee for the First Session, Eleventh 
Parliament on the Examination of the Report of the Auditor General on the Public Accounts 
of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago for the financial year 2014 with specific reference to 
the Tobago House of Assembly. 

(By the Member for Caroni Central) 
 

6. The Fourth Report of the Public Accounts Committee for the First Session, Eleventh 
Parliament on the Examination of the Report of the Auditor General on the Public Accounts 
of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago for the financial year 2014 with specific reference to 
the Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries. 

(By the Member for Caroni Central) 
 

7. The Fifth Report of the Public Accounts Committee for the First Session, Eleventh Parliament 
on the Examination of the Report of the Auditor General on the Public Accounts of the 
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Republic of Trinidad and Tobago for the financial year 2014 with regard to the Ministry of 
National Security. 

(By the Member for Caroni Central) 
 

8. The Sixth Report of the Public Accounts Committee for the First Session, Eleventh Parliament 
on the Examination of the Reports of the Auditor General on the Public Accounts of the 
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago for the financial years 2014 and 2015 with specific reference 
to the Ministry of Finance. 

(By the Member for Caroni Central) 
 
 
PRIME MINISTER’S QUESTIONS 
 
URGENT QUESTIONS  
 
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 
 
*Questions for Oral Answer 
 

Question No. 29 to the Minister of Finance 

(By the Member for Naparima) 

Could the Minister state: 
a) the number of job losses from April 2016;  
b) the number of jobs created from September 2015; and  
c) the sectors most affected by job losses from April 2016? 

 

Question No. 37 to the Minister of Tourism 

(By the Member for Couva North) 

Could the Minister provide the figures for cruise ship arrivals in Tobago from July to December 2016 
providing: 

a) total cruise vessel calls;  
b) total cruise passengers; and 
c) a comparison of these figures for the same period last year? 

 
Question No. 39 to the Minister of Education 

(By the Member for Princes Town) 
 
Further to the response provided to an Urgent Question on September 9, 2016, could the Minister 
indicate whether the Ministry and the Presbyterian Board are still in discussions regarding the Princes 
Town No. 1 Primary School and if so, provide a status update of those discussions? 
 
Question No. 40 to the Minister of Works and Transport 

(By the Member for Princes Town) 
 

                                                           

On Friday January 06, 2017, Question No. 29 was deferred for two (2) weeks and for a further one (1) week 

on Friday January 27, 2017.  

On Friday January 13, 2017, Question No. 37 was deferred for two (2) weeks and for a further one (1) week 

on Friday January 27, 2017. 
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Could the Minister indicate when Garth Road located in the constituencies of Naparima and 
Princes Town will be repaired? 
 
REQUESTS FOR LEAVE TO MOVE THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE ON 
DEFINITE MATTERS OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 
 
STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS 
 
PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
 
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
 
MOTIONS RELATING TO THE BUSINESS OR SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE AND 
MOVED BY A MINISTER 
 
PUBLIC BUSINESS  
 

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS 
 
Motions: 

1. BE IT RESOLVED that this House consider the findings and recommendations of the 
Thirty Eighth Annual Report of the Ombudsman. 

(By the Leader of the House) 
 
Bills Second Reading: 
 

1. The debate on the Second Reading of the following Bill which was in progress when 
the House adjourned on Friday November 18, 2016, will be resumed: 

A Bill entitled, “An Act to provide for the regulation and control of gaming and betting and 
matters related thereto”. 

(By the Minister of Finance) 
 

2. A Bill entitled, “An Act to repeal and replace the Insurance Act, Chap. 84:01; to reform the 
law relating to insurance companies; to regulate insurance businesses and privately 
administered pension fund plans and for other related purposes.” 

(By the Minister of Finance) 
 

3. A Bill entitled, “An Act to amend the Fire Service Act, Chap. 35:50”. 

(By the Minister of Finance) 
 

4. A Bill entitled, “An Act to amend the Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters Act, the Proceeds 
of Crime Act, the Financial Intelligence Unit of Trinidad and Tobago Act, the Customs Act 
and the Exchange Control Act”. 

(By the Attorney General) 
 

5. A Bill entitled, “An Act to amend the Land Adjudication Act, 2000”. 

(By the Attorney General) 
 

6. A Bill entitled, “An Act to amend the Registration of Titles to Land Act, 2000”. 

(By the Attorney General) 
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7. A Bill entitled, “An Act to amend the Land Tribunal Act, 2000”. 

(By the Attorney General) 
 

8. A Bill entitled, “An Act to repeal and replace the Crown Suits Limitation Ordinance”. 

(By the Attorney General) 
 

9. A Bill entitled, “An Act to amend the Marriage Act, Chap. 45:01, the Muslim Marriage and 
Divorce Act, Chap. 45:02, the Hindu Marriage Act, Chap. 45:03, the Orisha Marriage Act, 
Chap. 45:04 and the Matrimonial Proceedings and Property Act, Chap. 45:51”. 

(By the Attorney General) 
 

 
PRIVATE BUSINESS 

Motions: 

1. The debate on the following Motion which was in progress when the House adjourned 
on Friday January 27, 2017 will be resumed: 

BE IT RESOLVED that this House take note of the rising levels of unemployment, growing 
poverty and deteriorating living standards through the imposition of a wage restraint/freeze 
policy on the working people; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this House condemn the Government for its failure 

to deal with the current unemployment challenges and to present a clear and cogent economic 

plan to guide the country through these challenges. 

(By the Member for Couva South) 
 

2. The debate on the following Motion which was in progress when the House adjourned 
on Friday December 02, 2016 will be resumed: 

WHEREAS the Government has unilaterally reduced its allocation to education and training; 

AND WHEREAS the sustainability of tertiary education in both the public and private 
sectors are under threat; 

AND WHEREAS these decisions have denied most-in-need citizens the opportunity to 
pursue high education, training and the opportunity to secure better jobs and an improved 
quality of life; 

AND WHEREAS the country’s competitiveness will be undermined by these decisions; 

AND WHEREAS these decisions will ultimately lead to higher cost, compromised quality, as 
well as further job losses; 

BE IT RESOLVED that this House collectively condemn the Government for such short-
sighted and brutal measures against large sections of the population; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this House call on the Government to immediately 
reverse these measures which can have a deleterious effect on the future development of Trinidad 
and Tobago. 

(By the Member for Chaguanas East) 
 

3. WHEREAS there has been an increase in the number of persons who suffer with obesity in 
our nation as a result of the sugar consumption in their diet; 
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AND WHEREAS obesity as a result of increased sugar intake is the cause of several 
chronic and non-communicable diseases, such as diabetes, pulmonary hypertension, high 
blood pressure; 

AND WHEREAS obesity negatively affects the productivity of our nation due to the inability 
of persons affected by chronic diseases to perform their functions at full capacity; 

AND WHEREAS the persons affected by obesity and related afflictions place an additional 
burden on the regional health authorities; 

AND WHEREAS there are no legislative or regulatory measures to govern the food and 
beverage industry in relation to the addition of sugar to products; 

AND WHEREAS the World Health Organization has classified obesity as a result of sugar 
consumption as a global epidemic; 

BE IT RESOLVED that this House discuss the issue of obesity as a matter of national health 
importance; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this House propose solutions for implementation that 
will lead to the better health and welfare of our citizens.  

(By the Member for Barataria/San Juan) 
 

4. WHEREAS the growing prison population has a collateral effect on the families and children 
of persons incarcerated; 

AND WHEREAS children under the age of eighteen have been found to suffer psychological 
strain and instability as a result of a parent being imprisoned; 

AND WHEREAS children under the age of eighteen are dependent upon their parents for 
guidance and support; 

AND WHEREAS interactions between children under the age of eighteen and their parents 
while incarcerated can preserve and strengthen family connections; 

AND WHEREAS research has shown interaction between children under the age of eighteen 
and their incarcerated parents can yield positive societal benefits and assists in the promotion 
of healthy child development; 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Government initiate a system of supervised weekly visits 
between children under the age of eighteen and their incarcerated parents, at a secure location 
inside the prison.  

(By the Member for Barataria/San Juan) 
 

5. BE IT RESOLVED that this House take note and express its horror at the exponential 
growth in the crime rate manifested by historic murder rates, violence against the person and 
property and the inexplicable disappearance of citizens; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this House condemn the Prime Minister and the 
Government for: 
a) failure to address the rising crime epidemic; and  

b) inability to present a credible Anti-Crime Plan aimed at preventing, detecting, prosecuting 
and rehabilitating the criminal elements. 

(By the Member for Naparima) 
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   Jacqueline Sampson-Meiguel 
            Clerk of the House  

 

 

 

 
House of Representatives’ Secretariat 
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 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES  
SECOND SESSION                                                     No. 18 

ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT        2016/2017 

 

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 03, 2017 1:30 P.M.  

NOTICE OF URGENT QUESTIONS 
 

 
 

The under-mentioned Questions which have been accepted by the Speaker in accordance with 
Standing Order 27 are hereby forwarded for the attention of the Ministers concerned. 

  

1. To the Minister of Works and Transport: 

(By the Member for Barataria/San Juan) 

 

Has the Minister given consideration to the registration of all PH drivers at relevant police 

stations and the requirement for the prominent display of PH taxis drivers' information and 

car licenses, in order to curb the increasing number of abductions of women by the occupants 

of these vehicles? 

 

 

 

2. To the Minister of Energy and Energy Industries: 

(By the Member for Couva South) 

 

In light of recent reports that the National Gas Company (NGC) intends to dismiss 150 

workers by the end of February 2017, could the Minister please verify the authenticity of 

these reports? 

 

3. To the Minister of National Security: 

(By the Member for Couva South) 
 

Given that the homicide rate in Trinidad and Tobago continues to escalate on a monthly 

basis, could the Minister indicate whether he is satisfied that sufficient numbers of Special 

Reserve Police (SRP) Officers are being absorbed into the Police Service to assist in 

addressing this unacceptable trend? 

 

4. To the Minister of National Security: 

(By the Member for Cumuto/ Manzanilla) 

 

Could the Minister inform this House whether there is any concrete evidence to support 

increasing claims by members of the public that there exists a thriving human trafficking 

network? 

 



5. To the Attorney General 

(By the Member for Princes Town) 

 

In light of the upsurge in reports of bullying at our nation’s schools, can the Attorney General 

indicate whether the Government intends to introduce as a matter of urgency, legislation 

dealing with Parental Responsibility? 

 

6. To the Minister of Education 

(By the Member for Princes Town) 

 

Given the severe injuries to a pupil at the Mayaro Government Primary School as a result of 

bullying, can the Minister inform this House on what anti-bullying measures are currently in 

place at our nation’s schools? 

 

7. To the Minister of Community Development, Culture and the Arts 

(By the Member for Princes Town) 

 

Given reports of a severe shortfall in financial assistance to the organisers of both the 

Chutney Soca Monarch and the Soca Monarch competitions scheduled for the Carnival 

period, can the Minister inform this House the exact quantum of financial assistance granted 

to the organisers of both competitions? 

 

8. To the Minister of Education 

(By the Member for Oropouche West) 

Given the imminent closure of 14 special needs private schools due to cuts in government 

funding, can the Minister please state what measures he intends to take to avoid this most 

unfortunate catastrophe? 

 

9. To the Minister of National Security: 

(By the Member for Oropouche West) 

In light of the Minister's admission that it is extremely difficult to keep track of the terrorists 

in Trinidad what urgent steps does he intend to take to ensure the safety and security of the 

citizenry and the State from terrorist activity? 

 

10. To the Minister of National Security: 

(By the Member for Oropouche West) 

Given recent reports concerning the non-functional alarm system at the maximum Security 

prison, can the Minister please state what urgent steps are being taken to rectify this situation? 

 



 

11. To the Minister of National Security: 

(By the Member for Oropouche West) 

In light of the recent eruption of violence behind the prison walls, can the Minister inform 

this House of the measures he intends to take to protect prison officers as well as inmates? 

 
 
        Jacqui Sampson-Meiguel              

Clerk of the House 
House of Representatives’ Secretariat 
The Port of Spain International Waterfront Centre 
Level 3, Tower D 
1 A Wrightson Road 
PORT OF SPAIN 
 
February 03, 2017 
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