
 

 

 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES  
FIRST SESSION                                                                                                                                                 NO. 29 

ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT 2015/2016 

 

ORDER PAPER 
FRIDAY JULY 01, 2016: 1:30 P.M. 

 
 
PRAYERS 
  
OATH OR AFFIRMATION  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER  
 
BILLS BROUGHT FROM THE SENATE 
 
PETITIONS  
 
PAPERS 
 

1. The Report of the Auditor General of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago on the Financial 
Statements of the Siparia Regional Corporation for the year ended September 30, 2009. 

(By the Minister of Finance who will move that the Report be referred to the Public 
Accounts Committee) 

 
2. The Report of the Auditor General of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago on the Financial 

Statements of the Siparia Regional Corporation for the year ended September 30, 2010. 

(By the Minister of Finance who will move that the Report be referred to the Public 
Accounts Committee) 

 
3. The Report of the Auditor General of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago on the Statement of 

Receipts and Payments of the Intellectual Property Office for the year January 01, 2012 to 
December 31, 2012. 

(By the Minister of Finance who will move that the Report be referred to the Public 
Accounts Committee) 
 

4. The Report of the Auditor General of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago on the Statement of 
Receipts and Payments of the Intellectual Property Office for the year January 01, 2013 to 
December 31, 2013. 

(By the Minister of Finance who will move that the Report be referred to the Public 
Accounts Committee) 
 

5. The Report of the Auditor General of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago on the Statement of 
Receipts and Payments of the Intellectual Property Office for the year January 01, 2014 to 
December 31, 2014. 

(By the Minister of Finance who will move that the Report be referred to the Public 
Accounts Committee) 
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6. The Report of the Auditor General of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago on the Statement of 

Receipts and Payments of the Intellectual Property Office for the year January 01, 2015 to 
December 31, 2015. 

(By the Minister of Finance who will move that the Report be referred to the Public 
Accounts Committee) 
 

7. The Report of the Auditor General of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago on the Financial 
Statements of the Airports Authority of Trinidad and Tobago for the year ended December 31, 
2007. 

(By the Minister of Finance who will move that the Report be referred to the Public 
Accounts Committee) 
 

8. The Annual Audited Financial Statements of Development Finance Limited for the financial 
year ended December 31, 2013.  

(By the Minister of Finance who will move that the Report be referred to the Public 
Accounts [Enterprises] Committee) 
 

9. The Annual Audited Financial Statements of Development Finance Limited for the financial 
year ended December 31, 2014. 

(By the Minister of Finance who will move that the Report be referred to the Public 
Accounts [Enterprises] Committee) 
 

10. The Annual Audited Financial Statements of Portfolio Credit Management Limited for the 
financial year ended December 31, 2012.  

(By the Minister of Finance who will move that the Report be referred to the Public 
Accounts [Enterprises] Committee) 
  

11. The Annual Audited Financial Statements of Portfolio Credit Management Limited for the 
financial year ended December 31, 2013.  

(By the Minister of Finance who will move that the Report be referred to the Public 
Accounts [Enterprises] Committee) 

 
12. The Annual Audited Financial Statements of Portfolio Credit Management Limited for the 

financial year ended December 31, 2014.  

(By the Minister of Finance who will move that the Report be referred to the Public 
Accounts [Enterprises] Committee) 
 

13. The Annual Audited Financial Statements of Portfolio Credit Management Limited for the 
financial year ended December 31, 2015.  

(By the Minister of Finance who will move that the Report be referred to the Public 
Accounts [Enterprises] Committee) 
 

14. The Annual Administrative Report of Taurus Services Limited for the year 2015. 

(By the Minister of Finance) 
 

15. The Annual Administrative Report of the First Citizens Bank Limited for the financial year 
ending September 30, 2015. 

(By the Minister of Finance) 
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16. The Annual Report of the Trinidad and Tobago Stock Exchange Limited for the year ended 

December 31, 2015. 

(By the Minister of Finance) 
 

17. The Annual Administrative Report of the Export Import Bank of Trinidad and Tobago Limited 
for the year ended December 31, 2014. 

(By the Minister of Trade and Industry) 
 

18. The Annual Administrative Report of the Community Improvement Services Limited for the 
year 2014/2015. 

(By the Minister of Community Development, Culture and the Arts) 
 

19. The Annual Administrative Report of the Zoological Society of Trinidad and Tobago for fiscal 
year 2014. 

(By the Minister of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries) 
 

20. The Annual Administrative Report of the Ministry of Gender, Youth and Child Development 
for the period October 1, 2014 to September 30, 2015. 

(By the Prime Minister) 

 
 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 
 
PRIME MINISTER’S QUESTIONS 
  
URGENT QUESTIONS 
 
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 
 
Questions for Written Answer appear in the Appendix  

Questions for Oral Answer 
 
*Question No. 132 to the Minister of Housing and Urban Development 

(By the Member for Caroni East) 

With regard to the construction of the Waterfront Project, could the Minister state: 
a) the total amount paid to date; 
b) the payment dates; 
c) the total amount outstanding;  and 
d) the proposed timeframe to complete the final payment? 

 
*Question No. 133 to the Minister of Housing and Urban Development 

(By the Member for Caroni East) 

With regard to the construction of the Government Campus Plaza, could the Minister state: 
a) the total amount paid to date; and  
b) the total amount outstanding to complete the final payment? 

 

                                                           
*
 On Friday June 17, 2016, Questions Nos. 132 and 133 were deferred for two (2) weeks. 
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*Question No. 130 to the Minister of State in the Office of the Prime Minister 

(By the Member for Princes Town) 

Could the Minister indicate: 
a) the current number of vacancies in the Children’s Authority; and 
b) whether a shortage of personnel exists at the Children’s Authority? 

 
*Question No. 131 to the Minister of Works and Transport 

(By the Member for Caroni East) 

With regard to the feasibility study for the Rapid Rail (Mass Transit) system, could the Minister state:  
a) the total amount paid to date; 
b) the payment dates; 
c) the total amount outstanding; and  
d) the proposed timeframe to complete the final payment? 

 
*Question No. 134 to the Minister of Finance 

(By the Member for Caroni East) 

With regard to the construction of the National Academy for Performing Arts (NAPA), could the 
Minister state: 

a) the original contractual cost; 
b) the total amount paid to date;  
c) the total amount outstanding; and  
d) the timeframe to complete the final payment? 

 
*Question No. 135 to the Minister of Finance 

(By the Member for Caroni East) 

With regard to the construction of the National Academy for Performing Arts (South), could the 
Minister state: 

a) the original contractual cost; 
b) the total amount paid to date;  
c) the total amount outstanding; and  
d) the timeframe to complete the final payment? 

 
*Question No. 136 to the Minister of Public Administration and Communications 

(By the Member for Naparima) 

With regard to the recommendations in “Toward Dynamic Public Service Media: Proposal on the way 
forward for CNMG and GISL” submitted by the Caribbean New Media Group Limited/Government 
Information Services Limited Board on December 18, 2015, could the Minister state whether:  

a) the Government’s plans to implement the recommendations; and if so 
b) the proposed timeline to implement the recommendations? 

 
 

 

 
                                                           
*
 In accordance with S.O. 29(10), Questions, 130, 134, 136, 147, 148, 149, 150, 135 and 151 remained 

unanswered Friday June 24, 2016 and were postponed to the next sitting. 

 
*
 On Friday June 24, 2016, Questions Nos. 131, 145 and 152 were deferred for one (1) week. 
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*Question No. 145 to the Minister of Public Administration and Communications 

(By the Member for Couva South) 

Could the Minister indicate: 
a) the current number of vacancies in the permanent establishment of the public service; 
b) the current number of vacant contract positions in the public service; and 
c) the plans to fill vacant positions in the public service? 

 
*Question No. 147 to the Minister of Sport and Youth Affairs 

(By the Member for Couva South) 

Could the Minister provide a status report on the National Cycling Velodrome and the National Aquatic 
Centre at Balmain, Couva including the projected date that local athletes and citizens can access these 
facilities? 
 
*Question No. 148 to the Minister of Health 

(By the Member for Barataria/San Juan) 

Could the Minister provide the status of the Aides to Nursing Programme? 
 
*Question No. 149 to the Minister of Health 

(By the Member for Barataria/San Juan) 

Could the Minister provide the status of the Nurses Interns Programme? 
 
*Question No. 150 to the Minister of Health 

(By the Member for Barataria/San Juan) 

Could the Minister state: 
a) the names of the health centres opened after 4:00 p.m. and on weekends; and 
b) whether there are doctors available at all health centres which are opened after 4:00 p.m. and on 

weekends? 
 

*Question No. 151 to the Minister of Health 

(By the Member for Barataria/San Juan) 

Could the Minister provide a status update of the Regulations for nurses and midwives, with respect to 
the requirements for the Advanced Practice Nurses under the Nursing Personnel Act, Chap. 29:53? 
 
*Question No. 152 to the Minister of Health 

(By the Member for Barataria/San Juan) 

Could the Minister provide a status update on the National Oncology Centre to be built at the Eric 
Williams Medical Sciences Complex, Mt. Hope? 
 
Question No. 154 to the Minister of Health 

(By the Member for Chaguanas East) 

With regard to non-payment of stipends to nursing students, could the Minister state:  
a) the reasons for the delay in payment; 
b) the total amount of the stipends not paid to date; 
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c) the number of nursing students affected; and 
d) the date on which stipends will be paid. 

 
Question No. 155 to the Minister of Community Development, Culture and the Arts 

(By the Member for Chaguanas East) 

With respect to the policy of disbursing grants for national religious celebrations, could the Minister 
state: 

a) the list of religious groups that received grants and which shall receive grants for 2016;  
b) the quantum of the grants paid to date; 
c) the eligibility criteria for religious groups to access grants; and 
d) the expected timeframe that the grant will be disbursed prior to the celebration? 

 
Question No. 162 to the Minister of National Security 

(By the Member for Couva North) 

Could the Minister identify the areas in central Trinidad where joint police/army patrols were deployed? 
 
Question No. 163 to the Minister of National Security 

(By the Member for Couva North) 

Could the Minister state whether there are any coast guard patrols along western coastline and if yes, 
how often patrols are conducted? 
 
Question No. 164 to the Minister of National Security 

(By the Member for Couva North) 

Could the Minister provide the reasons for his lack of response to a request to meet with Members of 
Parliament and other stakeholders for discussions about crime in Central Trinidad? 
 
Question No. 166 to the Minister of Public Utilities 

(By the Member for Couva South) 

Could the Minister state: 
a) the commencement date for the Water and Sewerage Authority to introduce metering for 

residential customers; and 
b) whether the existing rates charged to residential customers will be increased upon the 

commencement of the metering system? 
 

Question No. 167 to the Minister of Labour and Small Enterprise Development 

(By the Member for Couva South) 

Could the Minister provide a comprehensive timetable for the introduction of legislation to amend the 
Retrenchment and Severance Benefits Act, Chap. 88:13? 
 

Question No. 168 to the Minister of Trade and Industry 

(By the Member for Caroni Central) 

Could the Minister provide the measures taken to address the challenges faced by the downstream steel 
companies in light of the closure of ArcelorMittal? 
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Question No. 169 to the Minister of Sport and Youth Affairs 

(By the Member for Caroni Central) 

Could the Minister provide the opening date for the National Aquatic Centre and Cycling Velodrome in 
Couva? 
 
Question No. 170 to the Minister of Labour and Small and Enterprise Development 

(By the Member for Caroni Central) 

Could the Minister explain why private sector jobs advertisements are asking applicants to send their 
particulars to the Ministry of Labour and Small Enterprise Development? 
 
Question No. 171 to the Minister of Education  

(By the Member for Cumuto/Manzanilla) 

Could the Minister state the opening date for the North Primary Oropouche School? 
 
Question No. 172 to the Minister of Health  

(By the Member for Cumuto/Manzanilla) 

Could the Minister state the reasons nurses employed on a month to month basis at the Eastern 
Regional Health Authority are yet to receive their contracts? 
 
Question No. 173 to the Minister of Public Utilities 

(By the Member for Cumuto/Manzanilla) 

Could the Minister state the reasons for the delay by the Water and Sewerage Authority to complete the 
laying of pipes in North Oropouche/Fishing Pond communities respectively? 
 
Question No. 175 to the Minister of Tourism 

(By the Member for Naparima) 

Could the Minister state whether consideration has been given to entering a co-destination arrangement 
with Cuba for American tourists?  

 
Question No. 176 to the Minister of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs 

(By the Member for Naparima) 

Can the Minister provide the timeframe for the ratification of the climate change treaty recently signed at 
the United Nations Headquarters, New York? 

 
Question No. 177 to the Minister of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs 

(By the Member for Naparima) 

Could the Minister provide a list of overseas Missions that do not have Ambassadors and/or High 
Commissioners and the rank of public officers currently in charge of those Missions/High 
Commissions?  
 



 

 8 

REQUESTS FOR LEAVE TO MOVE THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE ON DEFINITE 
MATTERS OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 
 
STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS 
 
PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
 
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
 
MOTIONS RELATING TO THE BUSINESS OR SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE AND 
MOVED BY A MINISTER 
 
PUBLIC BUSINESS 
 

 
GOVERNMENT BUSINESS 

 
Bills Second Reading: 
 

1. The debate on the following Bill which was adjourned on Friday June 17, 2016, will be 
resumed: 

A Bill entitled, An Act to amend the Bail (Amendment) Act, 2008, the Miscellaneous Provisions 
(Bail and Kidnapping) Act, 2011, the Anti-Gang Act, 2011, the Bail (Amendment) Act, 2011, the 
Bail (Amendment) Act, 2014 and the Bail (Amendment) Act, 2015. 

(By the Attorney General) 
 
 

PRIVATE BUSINESS 
Motions: 

 

1. The debate on the following Motion which was adjourned on Friday June 24, 2016, will 
be resumed: 
 
WHEREAS the Attorney General was aware of the $1.2 billion Claim brought by the 
Petroleum Company of Trinidad and Tobago (“PETROTRIN”) in 2013 against Mr. Malcolm 
Jones for a breach of his fiduciary duty as Executive Chairman in relation to the failed Gas To 
Liquid project;   

AND WHEREAS the Attorney General, gave instructions to Attorneys representing 
PETROTRIN  to file a Notice of Discontinuance, thereby bringing the legal proceedings to an 
end prior to the commencement of the trial which effectively ended any independent, impartial 
and judicial attempt to bring accountability and transparency to a matter involving $1.2B of 
taxpayers’ money lost;   

AND WHEREAS information in the public domain suggests that there was no thorough 
assessment of the evidence prior to the decision to discontinue;  

AND WHEREAS there has been a lack of due diligence and disclosure by the Attorney 
General concerning the discontinuance of this matter which has fueled claims of political 
interference in this matter;   

AND WHEREAS the Attorney General has in relation to this matter proffered incomplete 
and unsound legal advice to the Parliament and the national community;   
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AND WHEREAS the Attorney General has, as a consequence of the foregoing, conducted 
himself in a manner to compromise his office:   

BE IT RESOLVED that this Honourable House express its loss of confidence in the 
Attorney General and call on the Prime Minister to immediately relieve him of the portfolio of 
Attorney General of Trinidad and Tobago.  

(By the Member for Oropouche East) 
 

2. The debate on the following Motion which was adjourned on Friday January 22, 2016, 
will be resumed: 

WHEREAS from 2010 to 2015, the People’s Partnership Government (the former 
government) provided core textbooks and workbooks to all students in early childhood centres, 
primary schools and secondary schools and learning material to special needs students, at no cost 
to parents;  

AND WHEREAS a commitment was made by the former government to continue this 
arrangement for the academic year 2015 to 2016;  

AND WHEREAS there was a further commitment made by the former government that for 
the academic year 2015 to 2016 E-books would be introduced on a phased basis in Forms 1 and 
2 in selected subject areas; 

AND WHEREAS the Ministry of Education has not provided new text books, workbooks, 
learning material or replacements for the academic year 2015 to 2016 which has resulted in 
financial hardship for families and loss of educational material for both students and teachers; 

BE IT RESOLVED that this Government take urgent steps to ensure that all students are 
provided with textbooks, workbooks and/or other learning material in fulfillment of 
commitments given for the academic year 2015 to 2016. 

 (By the Member for Caroni East) 
 

3. WHEREAS there has been a need for diversification in Trinidad and Tobago due to heavy 
dependence on oil and natural gas; 

AND WHEREAS the prices of oil and natural gas are currently in decline and may continue to 
decline in the foreseeable future; 

AND WHEREAS diversification has become an imperative which requires urgent, coordinated 
and concerted action; 

AND WHEREAS there is little documented evidence that the current Government of Trinidad 
and Tobago has a plan of action for diversification in light of Trinidad and Tobago’s current 
economic situation; 

BE IT RESOLVED that this House call on the Government to present a Diversification Plan 
to the Parliament for debate within six weeks. 

(By the Member for Caroni Central)   
 

4. WHEREAS the United Nations established 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to be  
achieved within a fifteen year period;         

AND WHEREAS the 2015 Paris Climate Conference (COP 21) Agreement made the 
commitment that countries will work together to ensure that the planet does not heat up by 
more than 2 degrees centigrade over the next fifteen years; 

AND WHEREAS Trinidad and Tobago committed to signing the Paris Agreement and is 
supportive of the SDGs; 
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AND WHEREAS the Government has formally stated its intention to pursue a path of 
sustainable development; 

 BE IT RESOLVED that the Government present to Parliament its plan of action for the next 
four years to advance the SDGs aligned to the goals of COP 21 as well as to advance the overall 
goals of COP 21 within the next six weeks.  

 (By the Member for Caroni Central) 
 
 

 

 
Jacqui Sampson-Meiguel              
Clerk of the House 

 

 

 
House of Representatives’ Secretariat 
The Port of Spain International Waterfront Centre 
Level 3, Tower D 
1 A Wrightson Road 
PORT OF SPAIN 

June 27, 2016



 

 
APPENDIX 

 

 
ORDER PAPER FRIDAY JULY 01, 2016 

 
QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN ANSWER 

 
 
 
Question No. 101 to the Minister of Tourism 

(By the Member for Mayaro) 

With reference to tourism projects and related initiatives earmarked in fiscal 2016, for the south-east 
region of Rio Claro/Mayaro/Guayaguayare, could the Minster provide a list of projects inclusive of: 

a) details of activity/initiative for each project; 
b) the cost for each project; 
c) the proposed commencement and completion dates for each project; and 
d) whether consultations will be held with the relevant stakeholders for the project? 

 (Answer due by 24.05.2016) 
 
 
Question No. 112 to the Minister of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries 

(By the Member for Mayaro) 

A. For the period September 8, 2015 to date, could the Minister please list all instances where the 
Government has either acquired or is negotiating to acquire by lease agreement, privately owned 
parcels of land in Trinidad and/or Tobago; and 

B. For each instance listed in part A, could the Minister state: 
i. the location of the land(s); 
ii. the name of the state enterprise that is the lessee; 
iii. the name(s) of land owner(s); 
iv. the market value of the property; 
v. the value and terms of the lease; and 
vi. the name of the attorney(s) representing the state in these matters? 

(Answer due by 24.05.2016) 
 
 
Question No. 137 to the Minister of National Security 

(By the Member for Tabaquite) 

Could the Minister provide the number of Ministers who currently have Special Branch Police Officers 
assigned to them as part of their personal security detail and the number of hours per day such officers 
are so assigned? 

(Answer due by 11.06.2016) 
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Question No. 143 to the Minister of Agriculture, Lands and Fisheries 

(By the Member for Mayaro) 
 
Could the Minister provide: 

a) a breakdown of the disbursements from the Public Sector Investment Programme (PSIP) for 
fiscal 2016, by Division as at March 30, 2016; 

b) the purpose of each release in relation to the development of the sector; and 
c) a reason for each PSIP project that has not commenced for fiscal 2016.  

(Answer due by 11.06.2016) 

 
Question No. 144 to the Minister of National Security 

(By the Member for Couva South) 
 
Could the Minister provide the number of Strategic Services Agency employees terminated with effect 
from September 2015 to date, including the job title and reason(s) for dismissal? 

(Answer due by 11.06.2016) 

 

 

 

 

 


