
 

 

 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES  
FIRST SESSION                                                                                                                                                 NO. 17 

ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT 2015/2016 

 

ORDER PAPER 
FRIDAY MARCH 11, 2016: 1:30 P.M. 

 
PRAYERS 
  
OATH OR AFFIRMATION  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
 
BILLS BROUGHT FROM THE SENATE 
 
PETITIONS  
 
PAPERS 
 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 
 
PRIME MINISTER’S QUESTIONS 
  
URGENT QUESTIONS 
 
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 
 
Questions for Written Answer appear in the Appendix  
 
Questions for Oral Answer 
 
*Question No. 25 to the Minister of Education 

(By the Member for Princes Town) 
 
Could the Minister indicate when the construction of the Princes Town Presbyterian Primary School No. 
1 will commence? 
 
*Question No. 44 to the Minister of Labour and Small Enterprise Development 

(By the Member for Couva North) 

Could the Minister state the proposed plans to address the recent job losses in the construction, energy 
and other sectors? 
 

                                                           
* Question No. 25 was deferred for two (2) weeks on 20/1/2016 and for a further two (2) weeks on 19/2/2016. 
* Question No. 44 was deferred for two (2) weeks on 19/2/2016. 



 

 2 

Question No. 59 to the Minister of Education 

(By the Member for Chaguanas East) 
 
Could the Minister advise whether adequate human resources are provided to primary and secondary 
schools by the National Maintenance Training and Security Company Limited? 
 
Question No. 61 to the Minister of Public Utilities 

(By the Member for Couva North) 
 

With respect to the three (3) year contracts (2015-2018) for contractors under the Community Based 
Environmental Protection and Enhancement Programme (CEPEP), can the Minister indicate: 

a) whether there has been a decision by the Government to terminate these contracts before their 
expiry date; and 

b) if the answer to part (a) is in the affirmative, state the rationale for this decision? 
 
Question No. 62 to the Minister of Finance 

(By the Member for Caroni Central) 

Could the Minister state: 
a) whether the Government supports the increased interest rates for borrowing; and 
b) if the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, would the Government support a corresponding 

increase in interest rates for savings? 
 
Question No. 64 to the Minister of Social Development and Family Services 

(By the Member for Caroni Central) 

Could the Minister state when will the National Enrichment Centre for Persons with Disabilities in Carlsen 
Field be operational? 
 
Question No. 66 to the Minister of Community Development, Culture and the Arts 

(By the Member for Princes Town) 
 

Could the Minister state: 
a) the total amount expended by the Ministry for Regional Carnival 2016; and 
b) the amount received by each Regional Carnival Committee? 

 
Question No. 67 to the Minister of Community Development, Culture and the Arts 

(By the Member for Princes Town) 

Could the Minister indicate: 
a) whether any state/private events were partially or entirely sponsored by the Ministry from 

September 7, 2015 to present; and 
b) if the answer to part (a) is in the affirmative, provide the name of the event(s) and the amount 

sponsored? 
 

Question No. 68 to the Minister of Trade and Industry 

(By the Member for Princes Town) 

Could the Minister indicate: 
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a) whether any state/private events were partially or entirely sponsored by the Ministry from 
September 7, 2015 to present; and 

b) if the answer to part (a) is in the affirmative, the name of the event(s) and the amount sponsored? 
 
Question No. 73 to the Minister of Housing and Urban Development 

(By the Member for Oropouche East) 

Could the Minister state the Housing Development Corporation’s policy with respect to the provision of 
mortgages for its employees and senior management?  
 
Question No. 74 to the Minister of Education 

(By the Member for Chaguanas East) 

Further to the response of the Prime Minister on January 20, 2016, could the Minister indicate whether 
since then he has received any information from the University of the West Indies as to whether the South 
Campus shall be registering students for the 2016/2017 academic year? 
 
REQUESTS FOR LEAVE TO MOVE THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE ON DEFINITE 
MATTERS OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 
 
STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS 
 
PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
 
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
 
MOTIONS RELATING TO THE BUSINESS OR SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE AND 
MOVED BY A MINISTER 
 
PUBLIC BUSINESS 
 

         GOVERNMENT BUSINESS 
 
Bills Second Reading: 
 

1. A Bill entitled, ‘An Act to make jurisdiction for all family matters and children matters exercisable 
in a Division of the High Court to be called the Family and Children Division and to make 
provision for matters connected therewith’. 

(By the Attorney General) 

 
COMMITTEE BUSINESS 

Motions: 

 
1. BE IT RESOLVED that this House adopt the First Report of the Joint Select Committee on 

Government Assurances. 

(By the Member for Laventille East/Morvant) 
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2. BE IT RESOLVED that this House adopt the Report of the Joint Select Committee on the 
Public Procurement and Disposal of Public Property (Amendment) Bill, 2015. 

(By the Member for Diego Martin North/East) 
 
 

PRIVATE BUSINESS 
Motions: 
 

1. The debate on the following Motion which was adjourned on Friday February 26, 2016, 
will be resumed: 
 
WHEREAS it has been widely acknowledged internationally and/or locally that approximately 8 
to 10% of children and adults suffer from Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD)/Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD); 

AND WHEREAS lack of diagnosis results in such children in preschools, primary and secondary 
schools being described as unmanageable, impetuous and possessing bad behaviour; 

AND WHEREAS the interventions into such dysfunctional behaviour can be described to be 
less than successful; 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Ministry of Education initiate a programme in schools to: 

1. identify children with ADD/ADHD; 
2. train teachers to manage such students in the classroom; and  
3. implement a long-term strategy in schools to assist children, so identified. 

(By the Member for Tabaquite) 

 
2. The debate on the following Motion which was adjourned on Friday January 22, 2016, will 

be resumed: 

WHEREAS from 2010 to 2015, the People’s Partnership Government (the former government) 
provided core textbooks and workbooks to all students in early childhood centres, primary schools 
and secondary schools and learning material to special needs students, at no cost to parents;  

AND WHEREAS a commitment was made by the former government to continue this 
arrangement for the academic year 2015 to 2016;  

AND WHEREAS there was a further commitment made by the former government that for the 
academic year 2015 to 2016 E-books would be introduced on a phased basis in Forms 1 and 2 in 
selected subject areas; 

AND WHEREAS the Ministry of Education has not provided new text books, workbooks, 
learning material or replacements for the academic year 2015 to 2016 which has resulted in 
financial hardship for families and loss of educational material for both students and teachers; 

BE IT RESOLVED that this Government take urgent steps to ensure that all students are 
provided with textbooks, workbooks and/or other learning material in fulfillment of commitments 
given for the academic year 2015 to 2016. 

 (By the Member for Caroni East) 
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Jacqui Sampson-Meiguel              
Clerk of the House 
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APPENDIX 
 
 

ORDER PAPER FRIDAY MARCH 11, 2016 
QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN ANSWER 

 
 
 

Question No. 48 to the Minister of Finance 

(By the Member for Couva North) 

Could the Minister indicate the measures that will be taken to ensure that the proposed reduction in VAT 
from 15% to 12.5% benefits consumers? 

(Answer due by 27.02.2016) 
 
 
Question No. 54 to the Minister of Communications 

(By the Member for Chaguanas East) 

Could the Minister state the number of persons employed by Caribbean New Media Group Ltd since 
September 2015 and indicate for each person: 

a) the name; 
b) the job title; 
c) the terms and conditions of employment; and 
d) whether the post in each case was advertised? 

(Answer due by 27.02.2016) 
 
 
Question No. 55 to the Minister of Education 

(By the Member for Chaguanas East) 

Could the Minister indicate what measures are being implemented to address security concerns within 
secondary schools? 

(Answer due by 27.02.2016) 
 
 
Question No. 60 to the Minister of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries 

(By the Member for Couva North) 
 
In light of the Trinidad and Tobago Meteorological Service predicting a dry season with “drought-like” 
conditions, could the Minister state the plans that have been put into place by the Government to deal 
with forest and bush fires? 

(Answer due by 11.03.2016) 
 

 



 

 2 

Question No. 63 to the Minister of Finance 

(By the Member for Caroni Central) 
 
Could the Minister state the Government policy with respect to defending the local exchange rate in order 
to maintain the stability of the TT dollar? 

(Answer due by 11.03.2016) 
 

Question No. 65 to the Minister of Energy and Energy Industries 

(By the Member for Caroni Central) 
 

Could the Minister indicate: 
a) whether any stakeholder discussions have taken place between the Government and energy-related 

enterprises for the retrieval of recoverable, stranded natural gas; 
b) if the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what was the outcome of these discussions? 

(Answer due by 11.03.2016) 
 

Question No. 70 to the Minister of Sport and Youth Affairs 

(By the Member for Princes Town) 
 

With respect to the Brian Lara Stadium, could the Minister indicate: 

a) whether any works have commenced; 
b) if the answer to part (a) is in the affirmative, state: 

i. the name of the contractor awarded the contract; 
ii. the scope of works; 
iii. the process used to award the contract; 
iv. the value of the contract; and 
v. the criteria used to select the contractor? 

(Answer due by 11.03.2016) 
 

Question No. 72 to the Minister of Labour and Small Enterprise Development 

(By the Member for Couva South) 

 
Could the Minister state the names and positions of all persons sent on administrative leave in the public 
sector from September 7, 2015 to present? 

(Answer due by 11.03.2016) 
 

 

 



 

 

 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES  
FIRST SESSION                                                  No. 17 

ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT   2015/ 2016 

 
FRIDAY MARCH 11, 2016 1:30 P.M.  

NOTICE OF URGENT QUESTIONS 
 

The under-mentioned Questions which have been accepted by the Speaker in accordance with 
Standing Order 27 are hereby forwarded for the attention of the Ministers concerned. 

 
To the Minister of Health 

(By the Member for Barataria/San Juan) 
 
1. Could the Minister state the immediate steps being taken to expedite the approval process for funding 

from Children's Life Fund in urgent cases like baby Miracle Cross?  

 
To the Minister of Health 

(By the Member for Barataria/San Juan) 
  
2. Having regard to the imminent crisis in relation to the medical staff of the San Fernando General 

Hospital, could the Minister please state what steps his Ministry intends to take to treat with the 
doctors’ overtime concerns? 

 

To the Minister of Rural Development and Local Government  

(By the Member for Cumuto/Manzanilla) 
 
3. Given the unfortunate recent mauling of a baby, can the Minister provide an update on the 

procedures being pursued to enforce the proclaimed sections of the Dog Control Act, 2013? 
 

To the Minister of Social Development and Family Services 

(By the Member for Cumuto/Manzanilla) 
 
4. Given the increased incidence of violence against women, can the Minister state what immediate 

steps are being taken by her Ministry to provide assistance and support to victims of domestic 
violence? 

 

 
Jacqui Sampson-Meiguel              
Clerk of the House 
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