
 

 

 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES  
FIRST SESSION NO. 11 

ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT 2015/2016 

 

ORDER PAPER 
FRIDAY DECEMBER 11, 2015: 1:30 P.M. 

 
PRAYERS 
  
OATH OR AFFIRMATION  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
 
BILLS BROUGHT FROM THE SENATE 
 
PETITIONS  
 
PAPERS 
 

 
1. The Annual Report of the Industrial Court of Trinidad and Tobago for the period October 2012 

to September 2013. 

(By the Attorney General) 
 

2. The Annual Report of the Industrial Court of Trinidad and Tobago for the period October 2013 
to September 2014. 

(By the Attorney General) 
 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 
 
PRIME MINISTER’S QUESTIONS 
 
URGENT QUESTIONS 
 
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE  
 
Questions for Written Answer appear in the Appendix  
 
Question No. 7 to the Minister of Foreign Affairs 

(By the Member for Naparima) 
 

With respect to the employment of persons on a contract basis to perform the functions of International 
Relations Officer/Foreign Service Officer, could the Minister indicate: 

a) whether the Government proposes to cease such contract employment upon the expiration of the 
current contract periods; and 

b) what policies will be implemented to have a professional, permanently employed cadre of Foreign 
Service Officers? 
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Question No. 8 to the Minister of National Security 

(By the Member for Naparima) 
 

Could the Minister indicate: 
a) the total number of Police Officers on the current establishment of the Trinidad and Tobago 

Police Service; 
b) does the Trinidad and Tobago Police Service intend to increase its establishment strength in the 

financial year 2016 and if yes, by what number; 
c) what is the basis upon which the establishment strength of the Trinidad and Tobago Police Service 

is determined; and 
d) what steps the Trinidad and Tobago Police Service intends to employ to attract a cadre of officers 

who can meet the current challenges?  
 
REQUESTS FOR LEAVE TO MOVE THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE ON 
DEFINITE MATTERS OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 
 
STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS 
 
PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
 
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

 
MOTIONS RELATING TO THE BUSINESS OR SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE AND 
MOVED BY A MINISTER 
 
PUBLIC BUSINESS  
 

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS 
 

Motions: 
 

1. WHEREAS section 56(1)(a) of the Customs Act, Chap. 78:01 that the House of Representatives 
may, from time to time, by Resolution, provide that any class of goods specified in the Resolution 
shall be exempt from import duties of Customs if the goods are imported or entered for use by 
any person for any purpose specified in the Resolution during any period to be fixed by the 
Minister in each particular case, not being a period terminating later than the date prescribed in 
the Resolution as the last day on which such exemption shall be operative, and subject to such 
conditions as the Minister may impose; 

 
AND WHEREAS by Legal Notice No. 11 of 2011, the last Resolution in respect of the goods 
identified therein came into effect on 1st January, 2011 and shall expire on 31st December, 2015; 

 
AND WHEREAS it is expedient that certain goods continue be exempt from import duties of 
Customs as of 1st January, 2016; 

 
BE IT RESOLVED that the House of Representatives, in accordance with and subject to the 
provisions of section 56 of the Customs Act, exempt from import duties of Customs the class of 
goods specified in the First Column of the Schedule, being goods imported or entered for use for 
the purposes specified in the third column, but that this Resolution shall cease to have effect in 
respect of any class of goods specified in the first column that is manufactured in Trinidad and 
Tobago. 
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      SCHEDULE 
 

FIRST COLUMN        SECOND COLUMN  THIRD COLUMN 
Class of Goods                                  Purposes for which goods                       Period of Exemption 

         are to be used 
 

Equipment, material                    Imported for use in off-shore       From 1st January, 2016   
           and supplies                                Petroleum exploration,                 to 31st December, 2017 
                Petroleum operations 
 

 (By the Minister of Trade and Industry) 
 
 

2. WHEREAS section 56(1)(a) of the Customs Act, Chap. 78:01 that the House of Representatives 
may, from time to time, by Resolution, provide that any class of goods specified in the Resolution 
shall be exempt from import duties of Customs if the goods are imported or entered for use by 
any person for any purpose specified in the Resolution during any period to be fixed by the 
Minister in each particular case, not being a period terminating later than the date prescribed in 
the Resolution as the last day on which such exemption shall be operative, and subject to such 
conditions as the Minister may impose; 

 
AND WHEREAS by Legal Notice No. 10 of 2011 and Legal Notice No. 34 of 2014, the last 
Resolutions in respect of the goods identified therein came into effect on 1st January, 2011 and    
23rd January, 2014, respectively, would both expire on 31st December, 2015; 

 
AND WHEREAS it is expedient that the goods continue to be exempt from import duties of 
Customs as of 1st January, 2016; 

 
BE IT RESOLVED that the House of Representatives, in accordance with and subject to the 
provisions of section 56(1)(a) of the Customs Act, exempt from import duties of Customs the 
classes of goods imported or entered for use in Trinidad and Tobago for the following purposes 
set out in the list of Conditional Duty Exemptions in the Third Schedule to the Customs Act: 

 
(a) Approved Industry in Part A, subheading I; 

 
(b) Approved Agriculture, Livestock, Forestry and Fisheries in Part A, subheading II;  

 
(c) Approved Hotels in Part A, subheading III;  

 
(d) Approved Mining Purposes in Part A, subheading IV; and 

 
(e) Other Approved Purposes in Part A, subheading V, 

 
 for the period beginning 1st January, 2016 and ending 31st December, 2017. 

 (By the Minister of Trade and Industry) 
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PRIVATE BUSINESS 
 

Motions: 

1. The debate on the following Motion which was in progress on Friday November 27, 2015 
will be resumed: 

WHEREAS from 2010 to 2015, the People’s Partnership Government (the former government) 
provided core textbooks and workbooks to all students in early childhood centres, primary schools 
and secondary schools and learning material to special needs students, at no cost to parents;  

AND WHEREAS a commitment was made by the former government to continue this 
arrangement for the academic year 2015 to 2016;  

AND WHEREAS there was a further commitment made by the former government that for the 
academic year 2015 to 2016 E-books would be introduced on a phased basis in Forms 1 and 2 in 
selected subject areas; 

AND WHEREAS the Ministry of Education has not provided new text books, workbooks, 
learning material or replacements for the academic year 2015 to 2016 which has resulted in 
financial hardship for families and loss of educational material for both students and teachers; 

BE IT RESOLVED that this Government take urgent steps to ensure that all students are 
provided with textbooks, workbooks and/or other learning material in fulfillment of commitments 
given for the academic year 2015 to 2016. 

 (By the Member for Caroni East) 
 

 
 

Jacqui Sampson-Meiguel              
Clerk of the House 

 
 
House of Representatives’ Secretariat 
The Port of Spain International Waterfront Centre 
Level 3, Tower D 
1 A Wrightson Road 
PORT OF SPAIN 
 
December 8, 2015



 

 

APPENDIX  

 
 

ORDER PAPER FRIDAY DECEMBER 11, 2015 
 

QUESTION FOR WRITTEN ANSWER 
 
 

 
Question No. 1 to the Minister of Energy and Energy Industries 

(By the Member for Princes Town) 
 

A. With regard to the graduate programme in the Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries could 
the Minister state:  

i. if the graduate trainee programme at Petrotrin would continue in its existing form? 
ii. how many persons have been sent home since completing the programme over the past 

two months? 
iii. whether the Government will be expanding the programme and if so, which areas will be 

focused on? 

B. Would the Minister please provide: 

i. a list of persons who have been retained since completing the programme over the last two 
months and in what positions? 

ii. a list of all existing graduate trainee programmes under the purview of the Ministry and 
those persons currently enrolled in the programme? 
 

(Answer due by 17.11.2015) 
 


