FIRST SESSION NO. 24
TWELFTH PARLIAMENT 2020/2021

ORDER PAPER

MONDAY MAY 24, 2021: 1:30 P.M.

PRAYERS

OATH OR AFFIRMATION
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER
BILLS BROUGHT FROM THE SENATE
PETITIONS

PAPERS

1. Statement of the President pursuant to section 9(1) of the Constitution of the Republic of
Trinidad and Tobago, setting out the specific grounds on which the decision to declare the
existence of a State of Public Emergency was based.

(By the Speaker of the House)

2. The Report of the Auditor General of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago on the Public
Accounts of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago for the financial year ended September 30,
2020.

(By the Minister of Finance who will move that the Report be referred to the Public
Accounts Committee)

3. The Public Accounts of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago for the financial year 2020.

(By the Minister of Finance who will move that the Report be referred to the Public
Accounts Committee)

4. The Non-Contentious Business (Amendment) Rules, 2021
(By the Attorney General)
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES

PRIME MINISTER’S QUESTIONS

URGENT QUESTIONS



QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Questions for Written Answer will appear in Appendix I

Questions for Oral Answer

Question No. 113 to the Minister of Labout:
(By the Member for Couva South)

Could the Minister inform this House when will the authorities produce and circulate an official policy
to guide business owners and their employees on the wearing of masks in the workplace?

Question No. 136 to the Minister of Works and Transport:
(By the Member for Princes Town)

In light of the deteriorated road conditions and numerous landslips along St. Julien Road from the
Sisters Road end to the Naparima Main Road, could the Minister indicate when will rehabilitation works
begin?

Question No. 137 to the Minister of Education:
(By the Member for Tabaquite)

A. Could the Minister indicate how many vacancies exist within the Student Support Services
Division at the current time?

B. Could the Minister indicate if further funding for the Student Support Services Division will
be released or is expected to increase during this financial year?

Question No. 139 to the Minister of Local Government of Rural Development:
(By the Member for St. Augustine)

Could the Minister indicate whether the Tunapuna Regional Corporation started the clearing of
watercourses, especially as the rainy season is going to commence soon?

Question No. 140 to the Minister of Works and Transport:
(By the Member for St. Augustine)

Could the Minister inform the House when will the pump that was vandalized at Bamboo #3 be
repaired or replaced especially since rainfall will increase in the upcoming weeks?

Question No. 141 to the Minister of Health:
(By the Member for St. Augustine)

Could the Minister inform the House whether there have been any spraying for mosquitoes in the St
Augustine Constituency, especially with the spike of the Yellow Fever Virus?

Question No. 143 to the Minister of National Security:
(By the Member for Caroni East)

Could the Minister state what specific measures are being implemented to curb the current high
incidence of violent crimes in communities in and around the Caroni East constituency?



Question No. 144 to the Minister of Works and Transport:
(By the Member for Caroni East)

Could the Minister inform the House when would the major landslips along Fletcher’s Road, off Todd’s
Road, Caparo be repaired, to facilitate dual lane vehicular traffic?

Question No. 145 to the Minister of Sports and Community Development:
(By the Member for Point-a-Pierre)

Could the Minister state when the Mannie Ramjohn stadium will be reopened to facilitate walkers along
the perimeter of the compound?

Question No. 146 to the Minister of Energy and Energy Industries:
(By the Member for Point-a-Pierre)

Given the Government’s recent rejection of Patriotic Energies ‘bid offer for the Point a Pierre refinery,
could the Minister state why Government is not considering or reviewing the offers of the other parties
who submitted bids and were shortlisted in the 2019 bidding process?

Question No. 147 to the Minister of Energy and Energy Industries:
(By the Member for Point-a-Pierre)

Given the public admission that natural gas is being sold to Niquan by the Trinidad and Tobago
Upstream Downstream Energy Operations Company Limited, could the Minister state the other clients
this state-owned entity sells natural gas tor?

Question No. 154 to the Prime Ministetr:
(By the Member for Caroni East)

Could the Prime Minister state what measures are being taken to assess the structural safety of all the
wotk done by UDECOTT at the Red House site?

Question No. 155 to the Social Development and Family Services:
(By the Member for Chaguanas East)

A. Could the Minister state whether payments to Funeral Agencies providing services to those
qualifying for the Funeral Grants are being made on time?

B. If not, could the Minister provide reasons?

Question No. 156 to the Attorney General:
(By the Member for Chaguanas East)

Could the Attorney General state whether consideration is being given to the execution of a
Memorandum of Understanding between his Ministry, NALIS, the World Intellectual Property
Orzganization (WIPO) and the Accessible Book Consortium (ABC) so that persons who are blind and
disabled could have over 700,000 books in an accessible format?

Question No. 157 to the Minister of Public Utilities:
(By the Member for Moruga/Tableland)

Could the Minister indicate the number of households that do not have pipe borne water in the
constituency of Moruga/Tableland?



Question No. 159 to the Minister of Housing and Urban Development:
(By the Member for Moruga/Tableland)

A. Could the Minister confirm whether the sewer plant for the Housing Development
Corporation's project at Gomez Trace is leaking?

B. If so, could the Minister advise how this is affecting the progress of works on this project?

Question No. 161 to the Minister of Rural Development and Local Government:
(By the Member for Moruga/Tableland)

Could the Minister state the measures that will be taken to repair the landslips along Loney Road,
Pooran Street and Sahadath Road in the constituency of Moruga/Tableland?

REQUESTS FOR LEAVE TO MOVE THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE ON DEFINITE
MATTERS OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS
PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

MOTIONS RELATING TO THE BUSINESS OR SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE AND MOVED
BY A MINISTER

PUBLIC BUSINESS

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

Motions:

1. WHEREAS it is enacted by section 8(1) of the Constitution of the Republic of Trinidad and
Tobago that the President may from time to time make a Proclamation declaring that a state
of public emergency exists;

AND WHEREAS the President has by Proclamation made on the 15t day of May, 2021,
declared that a state of public emergency exists in the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago;

AND WHEREAS it is enacted by section 9(1) of the Constitution that within three days of
the making of the Proclamation, the President shall deliver to the Speaker for presentation to
the House of Representatives a statement setting out the specific grounds on which the
decision to declare the existence of a state of public emergency was based, and a date shall be
fixed for a debate on this statement as soon as practicable but in any event not later than
fifteen days from the date of the Proclamation:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED That the House take note of the Statement by
the President under section 9(1) of the Constitution setting out the specific grounds on which
the decision to declare the existence of a state of public emergency was based.

(By the Prime Minister)



2. WHEREAS it is enacted by section 8(1) of the Constitution of the Republic of Trinidad and
Tobago that the President may from time to time make a Proclamation declaring that a state of
public emergency exists;

AND WHEREAS the President has by Proclamation made on the 15% day of May, 2021,
declared that a state of public emergency exists in the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago;

AND WEHREAS it is enacted by section 9(2) of the Constitution that a Proclamation made
by the President for the purposes of and in accordance with section 8 shall, unless previously
revoked, remain in force for fifteen days;

AND WHEREAS it is enacted by section 10(1) of the Constitution that before its expiration
the Proclamation may be extended from time to time by resolution supported by a simple
majority vote of the House of Representatives, so however that no extension exceeds three
months and the extensions do not in the aggregate exceed six months;

AND WHEREAS it is necessary and expedient that the Proclamation made by the President
on the 15% day of May, 2021 declaring that a state of public emergency exists in the Republic
of Trinidad and Tobago, should be extended for a further period, not exceeding three months:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Proclamation made by the President
on the 15t day of May, 2021 declaring that a state of public emergency exists in the Republic
of Trinidad and Tobago be extended for a further period of three months.

(By the Prime Minister)

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS

Motions:

L. The debate on the following Motion which was in progress when the House adjournedon
Friday March 26, 2021 will be resumed:

WHEREAS the Minister of Finance has demonstrated his inability to competently
execute his duties to bring certainty, confidence, stability and growth to the national
economys;

BE IT RESOLVED that this House express its loss of confidence in the Minister of
Finance.

(By the Member for Oropouche West)

2. The debate on the following Motion which was in progress when the House adjournedon
Friday February 26, 2021 will be resumed:

WHEREAS the Minister of Energy and Energy Industries has shown his inability to
competently execute his duties to bring certainty and stability to the national energy sector;

BE IT RESOLVED that this House express its loss of confidence in the Minister of Energy
and Energy Industries.

(By the Member for Pointe-a-Pietre)
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3. WHEREAS it is the responsibility of the Government to provide equal and equitable
opportunities for all citizens to access quality education;

AND WHEREAS the Government has failed to address the existing inequities in accessing
education exacerbated by the shift to virtual learning;

AND WHEREAS the Government has failed to effectively manage resources to facilitate
adequate funding to the GATE program, government sponsored scholarships, school feeding
programme, and other school related services:

BE IT RESOLVED that this House takes note of the increasing and unacceptable levels of
disparity in inequitable access to education;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this House calls on the Government to take all
immediate and necessary steps to provide equitable access to all students.

(By the Member for Tabaquite)

4. The debate on the following Motion which was in progress when the House adjournedon
Friday November 27, 2020 will be resumed:

WHEREAS it is the Government’s responsibility to ensure the public safety and security ofthe
citizenry;

AND WHEREAS the Government has failed in its management of the organs responsiblefor
intelligence, under-resourced the Office of the Director of Public Prosecution and cut the
budget of the Trinidad and Tobago Police Service which led to low detection and convictionrates;

AND WHEREAS thousands of citizens and businesses have been negatively affected by thehigh
level of crime in Trinidad and Tobago;

AND WHEREAS as a result of the COVID-19 lockdown, there has been an increase in the
number of cases of domestic violence:

BE IT RESOLVED that this House condemn the Government for its failure to effectively
address the unacceptable and serious crime level affecting law-abiding citizens.

(By the Member for Barataria/San Juan)

Jacqui Sampson-Meiguel
Clerk of the House

House of Representatives’ Secretariat
Red House

Abercromby Street

PORT OF SPAIN

May 18, 2021



APPENDIX I

ORDER PAPER MONDAY 24, 2021

QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN ANSWER

Question No. 119 to the Minister of Planning and Development:
(By the Member for Naparima)

Could the Minister inform the House what plans are in place if any to reduce Trinidad and Tobago’s per
capita carbon footprint, which is reported to be the fourth highest in the world?

(Answer due by 20.04.2021)

Question No. 120 to the Minister of Finance:
(By the Member for Naparima)

Could the Minister list all State positions held by each of the following persons and the associated
remuneration arrangements in each case:

a) Lennox Sealy;

b) Newton George;

¢) Kerwyn Garcia;

d) Nicholas George; and

e) Esther Farmer.

(Answer due by 20.04.2021)

Question No. 121 to the Prime Minister:
(By the Member for Naparima)

Could the Government state the number of times over the past six years that the following have recused
themselves from Cabinet deliberations:

a) the Prime Ministet;

b) the Minister of Finance; and

¢) the Minister of Health.

(Answer due by 20.04.2021)

Question No. 126 to the Prime Minister:
(By the Member for Oropouche West)

Could the Prime Minister provide a listing of all contract officers employed at the Office of the Prime
Minister and the agencies falling under the Office of the Prime Minister for each year from September,
2015 to February, 2021, detailing:

i. the names of individuals;

il. the post to which they were employed;

1. the remuneration arrangements;

iv. the duration of the contract;

V. date of employment;

Vi. the date and place of advertisement of the vacancy;
vil. the date and venue of the interview;

Viii. the number of applicants; and

ix. the interview panel?

(Answer due by 20.04.2021)



Question No. 127 to the Minister of Health:
(By the Member for Oropouche West)

Could the Minister provide a listing of all contract officers employed at the Ministry of Health and the
agencies falling under the Ministry for each year from September, 2015 to February, 2021, detailing:

i. the names of individuals;

ii. the post to which they were employed;

ili. the remuneration arrangements;

iv. the duration of the contract;

v. date of employment;

vi. the date and place of advertisement of the

vacancy;

vil. the date and venue of the interview;

viii. number of applicants; and

ix. the interview panel?

(Answer due by 20.04.2021)

Question No. 128 to the Minister of Rural Development and Local Government:
(By the Member for Oropouche West)

Could the Minister provide a listing of all contract officers employed at the Ministry of Rural
Development and Local Government and the agencies falling under the Ministry for each year from
September, 2015 to February, 2021, detailing:

i. the names of individuals;

ii. the post to which they were employed;

ili. the remuneration arrangements;

iv. the duration of the contract;

v. date of employment;

vi. the date and place of advertisement of the

vacancy;

vil. the date and venue of the interview;

viii. number of applicants; and

ix. the interview panel?

(Answer due by 20.04.2021)

Question No. 129 to the Minister of Finance:
(By the Member for Oropouche West)

Could the Minister provide a listing of all contract officers employed at the Ministry of Finance and the
agencies falling under the Ministry for each year from September, 2015 to February, 2021, detailing:

i. the names of individuals;

ii. the post to which they were employed;

ili. the remuneration arrangements;

iv. the duration of the contract;

v. date of employment;

vi. the date and place of advertisement of the

vacancy;

vil. the date and venue of the interview;

viii. number of applicants; and

ix. the interview panel?

(Answer due by 20.04.2021)



Question No. 130 to the Minister of Planning and Development:
(By the Member for Oropouche West)

Could the Minister provide a listing of all contract officers employed at the Ministry of Planning and
Development and the agencies falling under the Ministry for each year from September, 2015 to
February, 2021 detailing:

i. the names of individuals;

ii. the post to which they were employed;

ili. the remuneration arrangements;

iv. the duration of the contract;

v. date of employment;

vi. the date and place of advertisement of the vacancy;

vil. the date and venue of the interview;

viii. number of applicants; and

ix. the interview panel?

(Answer due by 20.04.2021)

Question No. 131 to the Minister of National Security:
(By the Member for Oropouche West)

Could the Minister provide a detailed listing of the Trinidad and Tobago Police Service (TTPS) vehicles
which are currently under repair, inclusive of:

i. the make and model of the vehicle;

ii. date the vehicle was determined to be in need of

repair;

iii. the nature of the repair required; and

iv. the location of the vehicles?

(Answer due by 20.04.2021)

Question No. 132 to the Minister of Finance:
(By the Member for Oropouche West)

Could the Minister provide a comprehensive listing of Direct Foreign Investments coming into Trinidad
and Tobago for each fiscal year for the period 2016 to 2020 including:

a) name of the investor;

b) value of the investment;

¢) purpose of the investment; and

d) status of the investment?

(Answer due by 20.04.2021)

Question No. 138 to the Minister of Education:
(By the Member for Tabaquite)

A. Could the Minister provide an update on the status of all special needs schools in Trinidad and
Tobago?
B. Could the Minister provide an update on the status of all ECCE Centres in Trinidad and Tobago?

(Answer due by 05.05.2021)



Question No. 152 to the Minister of Education:
(By the Member for Point-a-Pierre)

Could the Minister list the number of schools by constituency which were repaired between the period
March 31st 2020 to March 31st 20217

(Answer due by 20.05.2021)

Question No. 153 to the Minister of Sport and Community Development:
(By the Member for Point-a-Pierre)

As it relates to the funding of sporting groups throughout Trinidad and Tobago, could the Minister
state:
a) the names of all sporting groups which received funding for the period March 31st 2020 to
March 31st 20217

b) the specific amounts received by each group listed in part A?

(Answer due by 20.05.2021)



FIRST SESSION
TWELFTH PARLIAMENT

MONDAY MAY 24, 2021 1:30 P.M.
NOTICE OF URGENT QUESTIONS

The under-mentioned Questions which have been accepted by the Speaker in accordance with

Standing Order 27 are hereby forwarded for the attention of the Ministers concerned.

To the Minister of Health:

Could the Minister indicate the identity of any or all “variants” of the Covid 19 virus detected
at present in Trinidad and Tobago?

(By the Member for Barataria/San Juan)

To the Minister of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs:

Given recent statements by the European Union (EU) Health Commissioner that the EU is
developing a mechanism to facilitate the sharing of surplus COVID-19 vaccines with
developing countries, could the Minister state whether any action has been taken by the
Government to engage the EU?

(By the Member for Naparima)

To the Minister of Health:

Could the Minister confirm or deny persistent reports of severe oxygen shortages at many
public health locations?

(By the Member for Caroni Central)

To the Minister of Finance:

Could the Minister state the minimum wait time for applicants to receive payment subsequent
to the submission of their salary relief grant applications?

(By the Member for Pointe-a-Pierre)

To the Minister of Works and Transport:

Could the Minister inform the House whether taxi and maxi taxi operators would receive the
Fuel Relief Grant during the period of extension of the Public Health Regulations 2021?

(By the Member for Pointe-a-Pierre)

Jacqui Sampson-Meiguel
Clerk of the House

House of Representatives’ Secretariat
Red House

Abercromby Street

PORT OF SPAIN

May 24, 2021

No. 24
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