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Leave of Absence Monday, May 26, 2008

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, May 26, 2008
The House met at 1.30 p.m.
PRAYERS
[MR. SpeAKER in the Chair]
LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, | have received communication from the
following Members requesting leave of absence from today’s sitting of the House:
Mr. Nizam Baksh, Member of Parliament for Naparima; Dr. Hamza Rafeeq,
Member of Parliament for Caroni Central; and Mr. Jack Warner, Member of
Parliament for Chaguanas West. The leave which these Members seek is granted.

PAPERS LAID

1.  Report of the Auditor General of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago on the
financial statements of the Chaguanas Borough Corporation for the year ended
September 30, 2005. [The Minister of Finance (Hon. Karen Nunez-Tesheira)]

To be referred to the Public Accounts Committee.

2. Green Paper on Local Government Reform: Roles and Responsibilities of Local
Government Bodies. [The Minister of Works and Transport (Hon. Colm Imbert)]

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
(PRESENTATION)

The Minister of Finance (Hon. Karen Nunez-Tesheira): Mr. Speaker, |
wish to present the Second Report (2007/2008) Session of the Finance Committee
of the House of Representatives of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago on
proposals for the supplementation and variation of the 2008 Appropriation.

ORAL ANSWER TO QUESTION
Mayaro Police Station
(Details of)

140. Mr. Winston Peters (Mayaro) asked the hon. Minister of National Security:

With respect to the Mayaro Police Station, could the hon. Minister of
National Security state:

(@) what is the initial estimated cost of the project, the cost on completion,
the reasons for the overruns, the initial project date of completion, the
actual date of completion, the names of the contractors and
subcontractors employed on the project, the value of their contracts
and the actual amounts paid to each;
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(b) the number of police officers to be assigned to the police station, the
ranks of these officers;

(c) the number and types of vehicles to be assigned to the station; and
(d) other resources to be assigned to the station?

Mr. Speaker: Minister in the Ministry of National Security, is there an
answer?

The Minister in the Ministry of National Security (Hon. Donna Cox): Mr.
Speaker, there is no answer. It is not ready as yet.

Mr. Speaker: That is rather unfortunate. We have one question on today’s
Order Paper and, at least, that one question could have been answered. [Cellphone
rings] Let me remind Members to stretch their hands into their pockets and turn
off their cellphones.

Mr. Maharaj SC: Mr. Speaker, when the Leader of Government Business
told me this afternoon that he did not get an answer to this question, | told him
that there is only one question on the Order Paper and | could not believe that
there is no answer. | really thought that he would have apologized to the House
and give us an undertaking that he would have a meeting with his Members and
impress upon them again, that it is important to answer questions, because the
record does not look very good.

Mr. Speaker: | have to endorse the Chief Whip’s comments. Questions are
not being answered in the manner they ought to be answered. Proceed.

Question, by leave, deferred.
FINANCE (SUPPLEMENTATION AND VARIATION OF APPROPRIATION) BILL

Bill to supplement and vary the appropriation of the sum the issue of which
was authorized by the Appropriation Act, 2008 [The Minister of Finance]; read
the first time.

Motion made, That the next stage be taken at a later stage of the proceedings.
[Hon. K. Nunez-Tesheira]

Question put and agreed to.
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FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
(ADOPTION)

The Minister of Finance (Hon. Karen Nunez-Tesheira): Mr. Speaker, | beg
to move the following Motion standing in my name:

Be it resolved that this House adopt the Second Report (2007/2008)
Session of the Finance Committee of the House of Representatives of the
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago on proposals for the supplementation and
variation of the 2008 appropriation.

Mr. Speaker, the Finance Committee of the House of Representatives met on
Friday, May 23, 2008 and agreed to two proposals related to the 2008 appropriation.

The first proposal was for the provision of supplementary funds in the sum of
$3,490,016,910 to fund urgent and critical recurrent and capital expenditure to
September 30, 2008, in areas where insufficient or no allocation was provided.

The second proposal was for the variation of the appropriation for fiscal year
2008 in the sum of $1,026,425,647. The increases and deceases in the
appropriation to be effected by this variation reflect the reassignment in
ministerial responsibilities as assigned by His Excellency the President, acting on
the advice of the Prime Minister in accordance with the provisions of section
79(1) of the Constitution of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, which was
published in the Trinidad and Tobago Gazette dated December 18, 2007.

Mr. Speaker, the details of the proposed changes were circulated to all
Members of the Finance Committee and were discussed at its meeting on Friday,
May 23, 2008 where clarification was sought with respect to some of the
proposed changes to the appropriation for fiscal year 2008. In instances where
responses were not readily available to the committee, written responses to the
vast majority of questions have since been circulated to all members.

Mr. Speaker, it is anticipated during the course of the debate that these
proposals contained within the Bill would be addressed by various Members of
the Government. Please permit me at this time to advise the Parliament on the
proposals applicable to five Heads of Expenditure which will be receiving the
largest increases in the supplementation of the appropriation.

The five largest heads requiring supplementary resources are: the Ministry of
Energy and Energy Industries in the amount of $1,010,624,200; the Ministry of
Finance, $893,010,120; the Ministry of National Security, $317,141,000; the
Ministry of Works and Transport, $262,367,000; and the Ministry of Public
Utilities, $247,928,000.
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Mr. Speaker, the Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries advised in February of
this year that based on the prevailing high oil prices and based on the current accrual
rate, it is estimated that total subsidies on petroleum products would be approximately
$1 billion more than the anticipated expenditure for the year submitted during the
preparation of the 2008 budget. Therefore, there is need to supplement the ministry’s
allocation by $1 billion to meet the additional subsidy requirement. An additional sum
of $10 million is also required for the National Energy Corporation to complete the
purchase of Union Estate to facilitate industrial development on the estate.

Mr. Speaker, in the case of the Ministry of Finance, the additional resources
are required primarily to:

1. replenish $80 million utilized to provide assistance to 3,420 cane
farmers for direct and indirect transitional support as a result of the
Government’s decision to exit the sugar industry;

2. meet the cost of a one-off equity injection of $142.4 million to
Caribbean Airlines Limited to launch and operate the airbridge service
between Trinidad and Tobago;

3. meet $462.7 million in initial equity and other costs associated with the
construction of a power plant by Trinidad Generation Unlimited at Union
Estate to supply the Alutrint Smelter Complex with electricity and to
supply bulk power to the Trinidad and Tobago Electricity Commission;

4.  increase Government’s equity investment in the Export-Import Bank
of Trinidad and Tobago by $50 million. These resources would in turn
be utilized to repay the existing debt of $36 million to local financial
institutions which funded a number of small and medium local enterprises
to upgrade their plant and equipment which would give them a competitive
edge over their regional and extra-regional competitors;

5. provide additional resources through a special window to the Caricom
Petroleum Fund at the rate of $6.5 million per month to assist the
Organization of Eastern Caribbean States with infrastructural construction;

6. meet $4.6 million of cost associated with the administration of the
Heritage and Stabilisation Fund; and

7. meet $46.3 million of interest and capital cost related to the repayment
of a RBTT loan raised on behalf of NIPDEC in the sum of $286.3 million
to finance projects under the Ministry of National Security
Construction Programme.
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Mr. Speaker, through this supplementation of the appropriation, the Government is
seeking to ensure that the security services are adequately provisioned. In pursuit of this
objective, the Ministry of National Security is being provided with additional resources:

1. to meet additional cost in the fire service to pay arrears of salary and
allowances to fire officers and auxiliary fire officers emanating from industrial
agreements, and to meet the increased National Insurance Scheme rates;

2. to cover arrears of salary and allowances in the prison service as a result of
industrial relations settlement, as well as that associated with the increased
National Insurance Scheme rates;

3. to meet outstanding arrears to Special Reserve Police Officers and
additional contributions to the National Insurance Scheme; and

4. to cover additional costs in the Immigration Division and Cadet Force and
meet payments for contract employment.

145 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, with regard to the Ministry of Works and Transport additional
funding is required mainly for the following purposes:

(i)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

to enable the Highways Division to continue its road repair programme
on the nation's highway and secondary road network;

for the Drainage Division to continue to award contracts for walling,
paving, desilting, dredging and embankment works and sediment
control of watercourses;

to enable the Port Authority of Trinidad and Tobago to meet arrears of
salaries and COLA and wages and COLA, as well as remuneration based
on new collective agreements; and

to fund the Public Transport Service Corporation to meet payment of
arrears of wages as a result of new collective agreement, increased cost
of spare parts and services, increased security, insurance for 75 new
buses and to purchase a driving simulation system and tools.

In the case of the Ministry of Public Utilities, an additional $234.8 million is
required to meet the arrears of salaries, wages and COLA owed to WASA workers
in respect of the industrial agreement for the 2005—2007 period, in the sum of
$223.8 million, as well as interest on the Desalcott Loan Facility of $11 million
and $13.1 million to supplement the resources of the National Social Development
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Programme for the completion of several social infrastructure projects, geared to
providing and improving water services, street lighting, electrification of residences,
multi-purpose social and recreational areas in communities.

I wish to assure hon. Members that the Ministry of Finance has reviewed
Government's finances for fiscal 2008 and wishes to assure that the
supplementary funding proposed will not impair Government's fiscal position.
The majority of the supplementary funding is in respect of current transfers and
subsidies. Supplementary funds are also required for personnel expenditure,
transfer to statutory boards and similar bodies, acquisition of physical capital
assets, debt servicing, goods and services, and the Public Sector Investment
Programme; all of which are unavoidable.

Hon. Members will recall that when the 2008 budget was presented to
Parliament by the previous Minister of Finance in August 2007, a surplus of $89.2
million was projected. This was derived from projected revenue of $40,381.2
million and expenditure of $40,292 million. Based on the mid-year review,
revenue is expected to grow to $46,647.5 million, an increase of $6,266.3 million.
It is noteworthy that $2.5 billion of that increase is projected to come from oil
companies and $994 million from other companies, which is reflective of the high
prevailing oil and gas prices, as well as buoyant petrochemical prices.

Other significant contributors to the projected increase in revenue are VAT of
$995 million and property income of $1,621.7 million. The increase in VAT is
reflective of the general buoyancy of the economy by the improvement in
property income; is influenced by higher equity profits from the Central Bank of
Trinidad and Tobago and royalty on oil.

Mr. Speaker, on the expenditure side:

e additional expenditure of some $3,490 million will be undertaken as a
result of the supplementation of the appropriation now before this
honourable House;

e the sum of $1,718.8 million is projected to be deposited into the Heritage
and Stabilisation Fund, by direct charge, in keeping with the provisions of
Act No. 6 of 2007,

e additional expenditure of some $35 million is planned under the
Unemployment Relief Programme (URP) to meet the increased cost
resulting from the higher remuneration rates now being paid in the
programme;
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e additional expenditure of $721.8 million is also projected by way of direct
charges, primarily to meet salaries and allowances in elements of the
public service, such as the Trinidad and Tobago Defence Force, as a result
of new remuneration packages, as well as increased pensions brought
about by Government's decision to increase the minimum pension paid to
retired public servants;

e capital expenditure under the Infrastructure Development Fund is expected
to be about $990.7 million above the $4 billion originally projected in
August 2007, and this will be drawn from funds previously appropriated to
that Fund.

Mr. Speaker, in the process of the review it was noted that a number of
projects and programmes being undertaken by ministries and departments have
not been progressing at the rate originally envisaged. As a result, a reorganization
and reprioritization exercise was undertaken, which yielded unspent balances of
approximately $606.1 million, which when factored into the analysis, results in a
projected fiscal surplus of $5.3 million in 2008.

Once again, this administration has demonstrated that it is committed to the
prudent management of this country's financial resources in 2008. The population
could rest assured that the Government will continue to address its social and
economic needs in a financially and fiscally prudent way.

Mr. Speaker, | beg to move.

Mr. Vasant Bharath (St. Augustine): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. What a
tangled self-serving, self-preserving webbed intrigue we weave when we first
practise to deceive. [Desk thumping] Listening to the Minister of Finance | am
reminded of a newspaper report | read recently, where it was reported that
laboratory rats were being replaced by lawyers for experiments. Not of course, the
kind of lawyers we have on our side here, nor of course, | am sure the kind of
lawyer you are, Mr. Speaker, unless | be hauled for contempt before you.

The report stated that rats were being replaced by lawyers for laboratory
experiments. It went on to advance three reasons for that. The first was lawyers
were very plentiful; the second was that the laboratory assistants did not get as
attached to the lawyers as they got to the rats and thirdly, you could get the
lawyers to do the kind of things that you just cannot get rats to do.

So, in listening to the Minister of Finance here today that is exactly what she
came to this honourable House to do. The Minister of Finance came here to
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defend the indefensible. [Desk thumping] Much like her colleague, the hon.
Attorney General did on Friday, when she stood up for over an hour, extolling the
virtues of joint select committees; waxing lyrically for over an hour; going as far
to say that it required resolution of both Houses of Parliament; not realizing all
this time that her parliamentary colleagues, the Prime Minister and the goodly
Leader of Government Business were conspiring to pull the rug from under the
feet. [Desk thumping] That is exactly what they did. I felt for her as | saw her sink
deeper and deeper into her chair across there; pulling her shawl tighter and tighter
across her body for protection. That is the PNM; as Mrs. Manning so eloquently
put it, "the Prime Minister has spoken".

Mr. Speaker, not a damn dog dare bark, because that is the PNM—
[Interruption] Yes, | am coming to the budget; that is all part of the budget. Not a
damn dog dare bark, because they may have ended up, unfortunately, like my
friend in the back here, the previous Minister of Trade and Industry, and worse
yet, they may have ended up like his predecessor, the other previous Minister of
Trade and Industry, outside of the Parliament building.

I hold no brief for the Member for Diego Martin West, of course, but imagine
this is a gentleman, a senior Government Minister, who has been in Parliament for
18 years, who probably was single-handedly responsible, through the housing projects
that he instituted, of having put the PNM back into Government in the last election. Here
was a man whose cries for transparency and accountability fell on the deaf ears of the
Prime Minister. According to his affidavit in court, | believe—I stand to be corrected—
it was five long years he has been trying to get the Prime Minister to launch an
investigation into UDeCott, but unfortunately, that did not happen.

So, Mr. Speaker, what chance does the ordinary man have of calling this
Government to account? What chance do the people of Spring Village—who |
represent—or Dow Village or Orange Grove have, of stopping this Government in its
tracks, when they come back to this Government year after year, every half year, to get
more money; to go back and bulldoze those same people's crops? That is what they are
coming here—that is the same money that they are using. Bulldozing bearing crops;
entering people's homes illegally. This is a Government, quite frankly, that is now out
of control. They have gone completely and totally berserk. They are now running
amok with the population and its money.

The Motion we are debating here today is not just about the Government
seeking another $3.5 billion, because it has become a routine matter—
[Interruption] $3.49 billion—we have come to expect it now that every year,
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every six months they will come back to this House. But it is really to do with the
quintessential question, the revelation, the reiteration of PNM corruption; PNM
mismanagement; PNM favouritism; PNM nepotism that has been existing all of these
years. [Desk thumping] Also, it is their general indifference and disregard to good,
decent governance. Consequently, we must be under no illusions, whatsoever, that
what this coming to the Parliament again for another $3.5 billion amounts to is nothing
but a raid on the Treasury. [Desk thumping]

2.00 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, let me reiterate what we have said here in previous budgets of
this nature, that really coming to the Parliament here—this debate today, really is
a sham. It is a sham because as you know this is really just a rubber-stamping of
the Government which has spent the money already. They have come here after
they have spent another $3.5 billion to try to get the Opposition or to get the
Opposition to just rubber-stamp it. Well, of course, as you would know they really
do not need our approval, because at the end of the day all it requires is a simple
majority to get the expenditure passed. So the wanton wastage, the wanton
mismanagement that was the hallmark of the PNM in the 1970s and the '80s
continues unabated; the mismanagement continues unabated. Of course, we have
a few new faces, but it is the same old tricks, the same old PNM, because some
things would just never die. But sham or no sham, Mr. Speaker, | have sworn an
oath to the people of Trinidad and Tobago that I will attempt at all costs to protect
their interest and that is exactly what I intend to do here today. [Desk thumping]

Mr. Speaker, the Government is seeking approval for an additional $3.5
billion of expenditure for fiscal 2008 via this supplemental. When this variation is
included, this Government would have spent upwards of $45.69 billion, and we
have not yet reached half the year. [Interruption] That means that this
Government is spending money at the rate of $125 million per day. Every single
day of the year they are spending $125 million, $5 million dollars an hour,
$87,000 a minute for every minute of every day of every month for the rest of this
year. That is what the Government is spending. That amounts to over 420 per cent
more than what the UNC spent when we were in government.

Hon. Member: True, true.

Mr. V. Bharath: In fact, in this one year alone this Government has spent
more than the UNC spent in its first four years in Government. It is important to
understand the reasons, not least of which is what has this population gotten for
the moneys that they spent. Remember, this is not a one-off thing.
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Mr. Ramnath: [Inaudible] and Calder Hart.

Mr. V. Bharath: This is not a one-off expenditure. They have been doing this
since they came into government seven years ago. What do they have to show for
this expenditure? This Government has triggered and fuelled debilitating inflation
on this population. They believe that this reckless spending is a sign of
development. Crime has reached unprecedented levels, with detection rates
falling, and with the police service not adequately staffed, criminals are
effectively in control of this country. Skyrocketing inflation has led to increases in
poverty, so now there are several people, including, but mostly the older people in
our society are now being pushed into the poverty zone, further and further—

Mr. Ramnath: Including MPs.

Mr. V. Bharath:—into the poverty zone. As my hon. friend said, yes,
including MPs.

In fact, recent figures from the Central Bank show that 45 per cent of the
elderly in this country are unable to meet their demands at the end of the month.
Public health and education have come crashing down. Infrastructural
development seems to be a consistent promise from an incompetent Minister who
has failed in every project—

Hon. Member: All. [Desk thumping]

Mr. V. Bharath:—he has attempted to deliver. From the infamous water taxis
that were supposed to have been delivered since July 2006—

Mr. Ramnath: He is a failure. [Laughter]
Mr. V. Bharath:—to the mythical highways, to Point Fortin and Mayaro.
Mr. Ramnath: What a shame!

Mr. V. Bharath: The vast majority of the people in this country are without a
reliable supply of water. The agricultural sector has been discriminated, so now
agriculture only represents less than half of 1 per cent of GDP. In the UNC days it
was 6 per cent.

Dr. Moonilal: Oh, yes.

Mr. V. Bharath: High food prices and food shortages are the order of the
day. The administration of justice has collapsed around our ears; criminals are
running free, shooting witnesses with impunity; our democratic institutions have
been compromised and violated.
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The fact is, the standard of living of the vast majority of people living in
Trinidad and Tobago has fallen substantially since the PNM has taken office.
[Desk thumping] This has been the effect of Government's wanton expenditure,
wanton waste of our population's money, and it is in this context that we must
look at any request for any increased expenditure.

Mr. Ramnath: What an introduction; classy.

Mr. V. Bharath: Mr. Speaker, when you look at the supplementals, one of
most striking things [Interruption] about the breakdown of the expenditure
[Interruption] as far as the supplementals are concerned, is the fact that many of
them are actually predictable expenses. [Interruption] Logically, they should have
been included in the annual budget, but for some strange reason, the Minister of
Finance excluded these from the budget. We do not know why.

They have come here with a supplemental budget, effectively, for us to
rubber-stamp these things when in fact all of these things, maybe apart from one
expense, which is the one to WASA, should have been in the annual budget. One
wonders what is the reason that they want to have this lack of scrutiny. To make
matters worse, we attempted in this House to get answers last week Friday at the
Finance Committee meeting—

Mr. Ramnath: We were met with arrogance.

Mr. V. Bharath:—the committee stage to determine and to ask questions
about the expenditures, and we were condescendingly brushed aside by the
Minister who chaired the meeting, [Interruption] ably led, abetted and encouraged
by the Leader of Government Business. [Interruption] It was a sham! It was a
futile exercise. It was a waste of time coming here to do the people's business.

In fact, they were so determined not to account to the Parliament and the
population about the $3.5 billion that they spent, that they actually turned up here
25 minutes late, after having allocated only one hour to discuss 57 heads of
expenditure—$3.5 billion of additional moneys spent—they turned up 25 minutes
late for a meeting that was carded for one hour.

Dr. Gopeesingh: Contempt of conduct.

Mr. V. Bharath: Mr. Speaker, it is a national disgrace! [Desk thumping] It is
a national disgrace.

Hon. Member: Well put.
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Mr. V. Bharath: This Government's aversion to accountability is now very
well documented. It is very well documented and it is firmly established. The
most recent examples, of course, when they came to this House to attempt to
reduce the number of joint select committees from three to two, [Interruption] and
then in the other place where the Acting President tried to muzzle Independent
Senators—you might know.

Hon. Member: That is a fool.
Mr. Speaker: Order.

Mr. V. Bharath: Of course, the desperate attempts on the other side to avoid
a commission of enquiry into UDeCott last week had the most recent of it all. You
would also recall the failure of the Government to act in the scandal that was
uncovered by the auditor general in CEPEP—$1.6 billion of the people's money,
and not a single person has been held accountable for that multimillion dollar
corruption fiasco. Not a single person, and the programme goes on, unabated it
goes on.

Hon. Member: Corruption going on.

Mr. V. Bharath: We recall also the rapid rail famously referred to by the
Member for Siparia in her budget speech contribution as “racket rail”, where there
were several questionable practices as far as the tendering process was concerned,
and at least deserve some level of investigation to see whether there was any
impropriety involved. But the Government did not bother with that. Full speed
ahead to sign the contract. That is why it was so important for the Prime Minister
and the Government to set up 14 special purpose state enterprises, because none
of those enterprises fall under the purview of the Auditor General.

Just for your information, Mr. Speaker, let me just read out some of the
irregularities that the Auditor General found in her last report in the last fiscal
year—just some of them—and | quote:

“A total of $59,811,672 was not properly accounted for by the Ministry of
National Security”—this is the Auditor General's report; apart from that—
“$244,910 worth of purchases were not registered in the inventory register...”

The Auditor General goes on to say:

“She asked the Commissioner of Police for an account of the number of police
vehicles that were in the fleet.”

This has not been provided.
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Dr. Gopeesingh: They do not know.

Mr. V. Bharath: “At the Ministry of Planning and Development several
payments were grossly understated, leaving room for speculation about
wrongdoing...”

The Auditor General's words, not my words.

“At the Office of the Prime Minister there were no signed agreements for the
lease of five premises together worth $389,229 per month. At the Ministry of
Health $1,581,339 was spent in excess of the official release of funds; at the
Ministry of Public Utilities and the Environment...there were...overpayments
and over irregularities with respect to 18 contract employees...”

And it goes on and on.

“At the Ministry of Energy and Energy Industries”—they signed lease agreements
for rental of two premises which were never seen—*“these were worth $46,150 and
$107,944 a month each; at the Ministry of Local Government”—there were signed
agreements for rental of three premises which were never produced—"total
monthly rental $125,155; furniture and furnishings were $327,810 were not even
recorded in the inventory; at the Ministry of Works and Transport, three vouchers
totalling $12,168,001 were not even signed.”

Mr. Ramnath: Shame on you!

Mr. V. Bharath: “At the Ministry of Foreign Affairs...there were...unauthorized
spending at several overseas missions”—a little cash management system—-at the
Embassy of Washington”—for example—"“expenditure totalling $432,000 was
incurred in excess of the amount released.”

And this is why these 14 special purpose vehicles, these state enterprises, these
special purpose state enterprises have been taken out from under the purview of the
Auditor General, simply because they do not want to have any accountability.

Dr. Gopeesingh: Under Central Tenders Board.

Mr. V. Bharath: “At the Ministry of Social Development, computer
equipment worth $256,200 was purchased without approvals.”

And she concludes at the end:

“That for the last fiscal year she uncovered a total of $13,197,042 that was
overpaid”.

Overpaid, $13 million! The biggest culprit was the Minister of Education.
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Hon. Member: "Ooh."

Mr. V. Bharath: The biggest culprit! The sum involved in her ministry at that
time was an overpayment $6,775,392. That is the reason why we cannot have
accountability in our state organizations.

Mr. Maharaj SC: Who was the Minister of Education?
Dr. Moonilal: That was the best Minister.

Mr. V. Bharath: Let me go into a little detail about some of the expenses that
they are coming here to this Parliament today to get more money for.

The first one | want to talk about is the issue of surveillance. This is included
under the heading, “Surveillance of the Chaguaramas Peninsula”, for which they
are asking for $2 million. This Prime Minister has been boasting for several years
now, ad infinitum, about fortress Trinidad and Tobago, the radar system that is
involved, and the high-tech equipment that they have got; not to mention the very
expensive surveying system that they have got. I have an article here, earlier in
the year in January:

“Radar down again: Drug surveillance system now a roost for corbeaux.”
Dr. Moonilal: Oh.
Mr. V. Bharath: And it goes on to say:

“San Fernando Hill radar gone dead again. Corbeaux take over key spy
equipment.”

This is what is protecting Trinidad and Tobago.

“The radar installation on the San Fernando Hill that forms part of the state’s
hundred million dollar 360 degree coastal surveillance system went dead
again four days ago and has now become a roost for corbeaux.”

Mr. Ramnath: That is a PNM newspaper.

Mr. V. Bharath: That is the protection we have in this country. That is the
protection the Prime Minister has been talking about. When he talks about the 360
degree coverage, with all of this 360 degree coverage we still have a lot of
Colombians coming to our shores. [Interruption] They are raided every so often,
down in South most of the time, but they are getting through at will.
[Interruption] No radar is picking them up. We have guns coming in. We have
drugs coming in, almost at will.
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2.15 p.m.

Here they are allocating $2 million to commence putting up a radar system in
the Chaguaramas peninsula. There was an article in the Newsday of July 11, 2005.
Ironically that was also the day the first bomb went off on Frederick Street, that
was the day Mrs. Yvonne Mc Ivor, | believe her name was, unfortunately lost a
leg, and several other persons were injured in that bombing incident. Of course,
no one, including Mr. Big, has yet been identified, caught, held or arrested for that
matter.

On that very day, it said under the headline:
“Prime Minister net of security over Trinidad and Tobago

Manning declared, 'What we are putting in place is a net, a net so significant
that it is with great difficulty that such a net can be penetrated. ”” [Laughter]

He was speaking at the time at the Arima Senior Comprehensive School.

“*We can see everything that moves in a certain distance’, he effused. You
can see the Venezuelan coastline; you can see boats coming up the Orinoco
River; you can see boats leaving the Venezuelan shore at high speed and
coming to Trinidad; you can see where they leave and where they land; you
could see from the radar how long they have stayed and when they go back.””

Words of the illustrious Prime Minister; perhaps, he was mistaking radars for
crystal balls, Ouija boards and candles.

At the same meeting the Prime Minister also said:

“Two radar sites were operational.” “By the middle of this month, July 2005,
there should be five more in place, and by the end of July, all sites should be
operational and the entire system should be in place.”

That was in July 2005. Today they are coming to the House to say that they
are spending $2 million to put a radar system in Chaguaramas. Not even the full
amount they are coming for; they are only coming for part of it to commence the
job, three years later.

I want to talk a little about water, because one of the items that the Minister
took great pains and time to explain, which was not contained in the budget, was
the allocation of $234.8 million for the payment for arrears and salaries at the
Water and Sewerage Authority (WASA). Let me state, for the record, and
categorically, that | have no objections to paying workers for their just dues. As a
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matter of fact, | am of the firm view that this Government is decidedly anti-
labour, [Desk thumping] which is why this Opposition had to coerce them to
introduce the OsH legislation and the Equal Opportunity Act.

More than that, it is my firm conviction that the problem at WASA is one of
management, starting at the very helm with the Prime Minister's blue-eyed
superman. After close to $15 billion being spent on WASA, over the last seven
years by this Government, the Minister of Public Utilities recently was boasting
that a mere 23 per cent of households in this country receive a reliable water supply.
Note that this is not a daily supply; it is what WASA calls a "reliable supply”, which are
two different things, as far as WASA is concerned. So it does not mean that the 23 per
cent is getting water everyday. They term it as a "reliable supply".

In fact, over 50 per cent of the water produced by WASA is leaked, wasted,
and over 45 per cent of the network needs to be replaced because it is so old. Of
course, the Minister comes and asks the people of this country for an increase in
water rates. It must also be remembered that this was the very same public entity
in which the Chief Executive Officer, a close friend of the Prime Minister, was
being paid $50,000 a month, plus perks, in 2003. He had a salary reduction
subsequently when "de mark was bus", and he went down to $36,000 plus perks.
Of course, the promised report that an investigation would be done, never
materialized, as we would have expected, and we have no way of knowing if Mr.
Grimes ever actually repaid the thousands of taxpayers' dollars as a result of this
corruption that was uncovered; Nor do we have any way of knowing if Mr.
Grimes has subsequently received an increase in salary, for the bungling that he
has performed at WASA since then.

It is of no surprise to us on this side that, once again, the Treasury has had its
pocket picked and the perpetrator has walked away scot-free, as is traditional PNM
style. [Desk thumping] There is no doubt now that WASA is in serious trouble, and
has been for a long time. The only shame is that | hope they do not come to the
population until they fix the issues with regard to management, the problems that
the management has perpetrated on WASA.

I want to quote the Prime Minister talking about his good friend, the CEO, at
that time:

"On Grimes' sizable salary Mr. Manning said that when a company is in trouble it
needs the best management it could get and you have to pay for it. The country has
to get accustomed to the reality of the situation and good managers are not easy to
come by, that is why in the private sector they pay them so well."
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That was the Trinidad Guardian of April 2003. For the past five and a half
years, we have been paying a gentleman who is supposed to be the best as far as
management has to offer, as far as you could get. We have paid this man, at least,
$2.5 million; at least that we know of, plus perks like a company car and so forth.
Today, after having paid for the best management possible, by the Minister's own
admission, three quarters of the population do not have a reliable water supply.

In the private sector this man would have been fired for incompetence a long
time ago. [Desk thumping] Even in the public sector he should have been fired a
long time ago.

Mr. Ramnath: If he was in Petrotrin, he would have been fired!

Mr. V. Bharath: Instead, like the king of the Estate Management Business
Development Company (EMBD), and the master of disaster at the Ministry of
National Security, incompetence appears to be a criterion for the job. [Crosstalk]

I want to touch a bit on Caribbean Airlines, because the last time the Minister
of Finance came to this good House, only a few short months ago, to ask for more
money, she had this to say about BWIA:

"Mr. Speaker, in the case of BWIA, the Government was faced with an intractable
problem of having to support an inefficient, overstaffed and unprofitable airline. It
was, therefore, incumbent on the Government to stop the hemorrhage of state
resources by finding a permanent solution to this problem.”

She went on to talk about putting a new board of directors to face a new vision
and chart a new course. She concluded by saying that:

"The closure of BWIA and the capitalization of Caribbean Airlines Limited
represents yet another instance where a lasting solution was implemented to
resolve long-standing problems with an ailing state owned enterprise."

A lasting solution was implemented. On that occasion, they came to the Parliament
for $724.9 million to capitalize Caribbean Airlines. We must also remember that from
what we were told, because it was a very secretive deal, none of the debts of BwIA
were transferred to Caribbean Airlines, so, effectively, this was a debt free organization
and its balance sheet was clean. That was supposed to be the lasting solution.

Today, they have come back to ask us to approve a further $152 million to
capitalize further Caribbean Airlines. To date, the Minister of Finance has still not
answered questions posed by the Members for Caroni East, Princes Town North,
Siparia and Cumuto/Manzanilla with regard to BWIA; questions that were posed at
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the last Finance Committee Meeting of January 16, 2008. Those questions are still
unanswered as to the capitalization of BWIA, what amounts of money were the
Government investing, and the rights that were attached to the workers. Those
questions have not been answered. But that, like the price of natural gas to foreign
companies, is also a national secret.

I want to ask the Minister of Finance publicly: What is the profitability time
line of Caribbean Airlines? At what time, at what stage and in what year would
Caribbean Airlines become a profitable and feasibly and economically run airline?

Mr. Speaker, | want to talk a little about the Strategic Services Agency. |
would forgive you if you, like me, and | am sure many members of the public,
have never even heard of this agency. The Government, nevertheless, has come to
us to ask for $7.826 million to meet increased salaries in this agency. It would
appear on investigation that this is yet another arm of the Ministry of National
Security charged with gathering information on behalf of the Government. It
appears that this Government, and, of course, this Minister of National Security,
gathers a lot of intelligence, but yet still they cannot make a dent in crime because
of a lack of intelligence; that is the reason. They have all this intelligence, but
they do not know what to do with it.

Despite all these groups and these hundreds of millions of dollars spent on spy
ware and high-tech equipment, there could be no doubt, in anybody's mind, that
criminals have taken control of Trinidad and Tobago. One week ago in the
constituency of my colleague for Princes Town North, the police could not
respond to a murder scene just a few metres away from the front door of the police
station, because they had no vehicles and no policemen to go. In fact, the fingerprint
expert did not turn up to take the fingerprints of the dead man until the day of the
funeral, and to inflict further pain and trauma on the family, they actually took this
man's hand out of the coffin to take his fingerprints, in front of the family, during the
funeral ceremony. That is where we have arrived in this country.

What was the official response from the Commissioner? "We have launched
an investigation." How many investigations has this Commissioner launched, and
where have they gone? Nowhere; they are all cover ups.

More than two years ago, a senior police officer in this country was given an
assignment to find out what happened to 32 kilograms of cocaine that went
missing from the same police station; up to today, no sign of that report. | do not
have a clue what the street value is; maybe Mr. Ramnath could help me.
[Laughter] What has happened to these reports? | dare say, like many other
reports, this would just be covered up; nothing would be done.
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I do not want to bore you and the national community with the multiplicity
and the duplicity of quotations that | have on record from the Prime Minister and
the Minister of National Security, declaring war on criminals and promising a
reduction in crime. These are well documented. The fact is that crime is now out
of control. We are a nation living in fear. Crime has actually now touched the
lives of every single person; yet still the Prime Minister continues to foist his
incompetent blue-eyed Minister on this population.

Mr. Speaker, there is now a river of blood flowing in Trinidad and Tobago.
[Desk thumping] The murder rate has quadrupled since 1999, from 7.66 per
100,000 to over 30.3 per 100,000 in 2007. Look at some of the headlines we are
now seeing in our newspapers:

"Five more murdered, who’s next?"
Saturday, May 17; only a week ago.
"Murder & mayhem"

Look at these headlines. Is this the Trinidad and Tobago that the UNC left six
years ago?

Hon. Members: No!

Mr. V. Bharath: Look at this:

"Warfare

Families flee as rival gangs torch Laventille homes™

Mr. Speaker, if you saw this anywhere else, you would think this is in some
Central African dictatorship; persons with their knapsacks, their belongings on
their backs, leaving their homes in sweet Trinidad and Tobago.

2.30 p.m.

Are you not ashamed? It looks like a Central African dictatorship, if it were
Indian people you would say it looked like Bangladesh. The point is, this is what
we have descended to despite the billions of dollars they continue to come for, the
quality of life of the people of Trinidad and Tobago has descended into chaos.

Mr. Speaker, to add insult to injury, the detection rate is now a miserable 8 per
cent and the conviction rate is less than 1 per cent. What does that mean? It means
for every 100 murders committed in Trinidad and Tobago 92 murderers get away
scot-free, they are never apprehended at all and when they do catch them, only
one is dealt with. So are we at all surprised that the crime spree continues?
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In 2007 Trinidad and Tobago ranked number eight of the highest ranked places for
murder in the world and, of course, with the dramatic increase we have seen in the last
six months in Trinidad and Tobago where | believe up to yesterday we were close to
200 murders, and Mr. Maharaj SC has just told me that we now rank second in the
world. A 75 per cent increase from last year alone, almost 200 murders already this
year with May 2008 recorded as being the bloodiest month in this country’s history.
But that is nothing, because next month will be the bloodiest and the following month
and every month we are breaking a murder record in Trinidad and Tobago.

Mr. Speaker, this has, of course, to be placed in the context of the more than
$15 billion that this Government has spent to try to do something about crime,
and they have the gall to come here today to ask for another $317 million. That is
shameless; it is a disgrace, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, | want to talk a bit about health now because the Minister of Health is
coming to the Parliament to ask for a further $68 million for the ministry. Prime
Minister by my colleagues, soon to be my Minister—at least | have brought a smile on
the Prime Minister’s face. My colleague will deal with the details of the allocation to
the Ministry of Health, but suffice it to say that the Ministry of Health in this
Government remains the most challenged, apart from of course, the Ministry of
National Security and for the same reason, incompetence of the line Minister.

Mr. Speaker, the Daily Express newspaper of May 20, 2008, again only a few days
ago reported that surgeries at the San Fernando General Hospital had been halted
because of a lack of beds. There are no beds, so they cannot do any operations. The
report advised that 40 persons had come in the Sunday afternoon before and up until
Monday evening they were still waiting for a bed. Also, the dialysis machine at the San
Fernando General Hospital is continually shutting down. It shuts down for weeks on
end, and these are all issues the Minister of Health stated that he would deal with in his
100-day plan. Three hundred days have probably gone already. Mr. Speaker, you know
this same bed shortage was raised in this House by the UNC almost one year ago and
after an entire year, this Minister does not even have the competence to buy 40 or 50
beds to put in the hospital. It is beyond his competence.

Mr. Speaker, we know just like Mr. Grimes, Garcia, Rao, Ragoonanan, Joseph
and Jones, the Minister of Health enjoys a special relationship with the Prime
Minister so we do not expect anything to come out of it.

I want to talk about inflation because outside of crime that is the one thing that
causes major distress to the people of Trinidad and Tobago. | want to say at the
outset that | have absolutely no problem in paying people their just dues, my
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concern is that there are so many people who are in full-time employment and still
unable to make ends meet. Can you imagine the Prime Minister is continuing to
boast about a 5 per cent unemployment rate and a 16 per cent poverty level? Let
me say that these are figures that we dispute irrefutably; they are just plain wrong,
outdated and cannot be proven by the Prime Minister. In addition to that, the
poverty line of 16 or 17 per cent was based on a figure of $625 | believe.

That certainly cannot still be the case, that was three years ago and with the
cost of living and inflation, we estimate that is probably closer to $1,100 which
means that the poverty line is probably now about 30 per cent. But let us humour
the Prime Minister for a moment and for the sake of argument say that he is right about
the 5 per cent and the 16 per cent. That means that there are people who are in full-time
employment who are below the poverty line. That is what it translates into.

Mr. Speaker, in a Newsday article of May 21, 2008 headlined “TT managing
inflation”, the Prime Minister advises:

“We are managing successfully with the worldwide problem of inflation...”

Mr. Speaker, as the Leader of Government Business likes to say and | quote
him today: “What arrant nonsense!” Mr. Speaker, inflation is now at 10 per cent,
during the last seven years alone overall prices have increased by 54 per cent.
What that means is that the purchasing value of the Trinidad and Tobago dollar is
now half what it was just a few short years ago when the UNC was in office. So
what you would have spent $1,000 on five years ago will now cost you $1,540.

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, the speaking time of the hon. Member for St.
Augustine has expired.

Motion made, That the hon. Member's speaking time be extended by 30
minutes. [Mr. R. L. Maharaj sC]

Question put and agreed to.

Mr. V. Bharath: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and | thank the Chief Whip for his
indulgence. Worse than the 54 per cent overall increase, there has been an
increase in the price of food in this country by over 218 per cent in the last five
years and by every indication those prices will continue to rise.

In fact, according to the other Minister of Finance—I do not know which one
is the real one—he is quoted as saying there is no such thing as cheap food again.
I will give a quick comparison of a few basic items between 2003 and 2008 which
was done at my local supermarket in the East.
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2003 2008
Crix—%$6 Crix—%$9
Brunswick sardine—$2.99 Brunswick sardine—$5.75
Klim Instant Full Cream Milk 800 | Klim Instant Full Cream Milk 800
gms—$20.99 gms—$65.99
Swiss Spaghetti—$2.99 Swiss Spaghetti—$5.99
Lentils 1 Ib pack—$2.25 Lentils 1 Ib pack—$8.25
Happy Parboiled Rice 20 Ib—$37.99 | Happy Parboiled Rice 20 Ib—$110
Hostess 4 litre 0il—$33.99 Hostess 4 litre 0il—$63.99
Flora Margarine 454 gms—$8.49 Flora Margarine 454 gms—$12.99

Just those items, the total basket in 2003 was $123 and in 2008 it is $300 and,
of course, we have not counted the items that have really gone up in value which
are fruits and vegetables, and in this basket alone, the increase is 172 per cent.

Mr. Speaker, the level of poverty is rising dramatically and increasingly in
Trinidad and Tobago and the elderly are unable to meet their daily needs. In the
Daily Express of Wednesday January 23 the headline says: “Too many retirees in
financial hell BROKEN AND OLD Central Bank survey reveals alarming figures”.

It goes on to say:

“Almost half of this country’s retirees do not have enough money to give them the
standard of living they hope to have in their retirement, according to a National
Literacy Survey conducted by the Central Bank of Trinidad and Tobago...”

This is why | would have thought that this Government would at least have
the heart to make some provision for the hardships that these elderly people are
going through. [Desk thumping] | thought they may have used some of the $3.5
billion to increase the old age pension because these people are suffering, they are
on fixed incomes. | thought they may have used part of the $3.5 billion to provide
subsidies on flour, rice and milk for the elderly, but no.

Mr. Speaker, this Government is so arrogant that it will refuse to take advice
even from their own experts. One month ago, the Governor of the Central Bank,
an international economist by trade, a man who has worked for the World Bank
and other international agencies warned this Government that its spending was
going to lead to double digit inflation. That was the headline.
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“Central Bank warns of hard times ahead PRESSURE!
e Excessive spending

e Poor agriculture

e Food, services cost more

e Double digit inflation

e Business expenses rise”

And the Central Bank Governor is on record as saying:

“Unless something is done, we are going to be swimming in double-digit
inflation.

Government spending is an issue and the Bank has a responsibility to inform
the government of its concerns, Williams said, but admitted that as an adviser,
the Bank could express its concern but this was not always heeded.”

In the Trinidad Guardian of Tuesday, April 22, 2008 it says:
“Money is the problem ...says Central Bank Governor
Inflation country’s biggest problem—Governor Williams”

It goes on:

“Central Bank Governor Ewart Williams says increasing inflation poses the
biggest threat to the country’s economy...

We need to reduce the growth of public expenditure, noting that he was
referring both to spending directly by the central government, as well as
expenditure by quasi-government institutions.”

That is the Central Bank Governor, the man who runs the economy as far as
the money supply is concerned.

Mr. Speaker, only a few months ago the IMF issued a similar warning saying
that the directors reiterated their concern that the sustained increase in public
spending and the widening non-energy fiscal deficit with the economy operating
near full capacity could exacerbate inflationary pressures and jeopardize fiscal
sustainability.
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2.45 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, what was the Government's response to these experts? Well, the
Government's own resident expert on all matters, the hon. Member for Diego
Martin North/East, headline:

"Despite Central Bank concerns

Full speed ahead

Imbert: Difficult to reduce Government spending”
—and he goes on to say inside—

“It would be possible to have any “urgent reduction’...

Yesterday, Imbert disagreed with Monday's call by Central Bank Governor
Ewart Williams for the Government to urgently reduce its spending, as well as
spending by quasi-government institutions.”

That was the response from the Government, from the Member for Diego
Martin North/East.

Of course, Mr. Speaker, the goodly Minister of Finance, on the same date,
Tuesday, April 22, 2008, continued her attack on the Central Bank Governor
when she said, and | quote:

“Finance Minister Karen Nunez-Tesheira yesterday dismissed claims that
Government's rapid pace of development remains a primary cause for this
government's spiralling inflation.

She said indiscriminate levels of consumerism...”

—not Government spending; in other words, she blamed the population for
the inflation, not the government spending as the reason why the Patrick Manning
Government battled to reduce inflation.

Mr. Speaker, as late as today, in today's Guardian, the hon. Prime, Minister:

“Criticising those who accused the Government of over-spending, Manning
said it was a ploy to prevent the country from achieving developed-country
status by the year 2020.

But, instead of slowing down, he said, the Government must accelerate the
country's rate of development...”
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So despite all the warnings from the international agencies, from the Central
Bank Governor, it is full steam ahead, ignore everybody else. This is the context
in which we must examine this Government's expenditure.

I want to touch a little on housing. The Government has come to this
Parliament for an additional $20 million for several purposes, related primarily to
squatting. It would be remiss of me not to take this opportunity to plead a case for
my constituents, who have been so brutally abused, mistreated and mishandled by
this Government and its agents in the last few days.

I refer to the residents in Spring Village. These are people who have been
occupying these lands for well over 30 years. Promise after promise has been made to
them with regard to the tenure of their farms and their homesteads, as well as the
provision of a 5.5 acre recreational facility. Along came the HDC, no doubt on the
instruction of the Government and, Mugabe style, they bulldozed all the crops, entered
the people’s homes, threatened them, and destroyed the area that was to be used for the
recreational facility. Bearing crops—corn, ochro, baigan—were destroyed completely.

Let me put on record how deeply proud I am of the people of Spring Village
for standing up to the brutality and excesses of this Government, forcing an
apology from the Minister; forcing the HDC to remove its bulldozers and its
security and to rethink its position.

Mr. Speaker, | want to look at some of the economic indices that emanate
from this wanton waste and mismanagement. The gross domestic product of
Trinidad and Tobago has grown from $48.2 billion in 2000 to a whopping $132
billion in 2007, a growth rate of 274 per cent. In fact, the price of oil and gas is at
all time high and that has driven the gross domestic product; maybe through their
ignorance they do not know what gross domestic product is.

By the Prime Minister's account, the country is booming. The skyline is
littered with mega products and mega expenditure and all sorts of office
buildings, rapid rail and water taxis. How has this affected the average citizen?
What has been the effect on the economy and the country generally? How has this
booming energy sector benefitted the nation as a whole?

We need to look at the human development indicators as a gauge to the true
performance of the Government. It is my belief that the performance of a government
cannot only be judged by income and expenditure and its level of savings. Contrary to
the Prime Minister's perception, it is not the number of tall buildings, helicopters, gun
boats, being perceived as the godfather of the Caribbean or even the father of the
nation. That is not what determines the performance of a government.
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The human development report ranks countries based on basic standards of
their quality of life. It includes measures of life expectancy, literacy, education
and, of course, GDP. During the period 2001—2007, Trinidad and Tobago fell
consistently from 41st on the scale to the 59th position, suggesting a consistent
worsening of the quality of life of the people of Trinidad and Tobago.

Another development index, of course, is the bogey one, the Corruption Perception
Index. As custodians of the public purse, parliamentarians are duty bound to ensure
value for money and to ensure that the moneys allocated are used for what they are
allocated for. There is no doubt that the issue of corruption will always rear its head
when you talk about the very large sums we have before us today. According to their
website, Transparency International is a non-profit, non-governmental organization
working to counter corrupt international business and government practices.

This organization is responsible for the generation of the Corruption
Perception Index on an annual base. In 2001, Trinidad and Tobago entered the
survey and was ranked at number 31. By 2005, this country had plummeted to a
rank of number 61. The most recent CPI survey now puts Trinidad and Tobago at
a score of 79, very close to our new best friend, China, on 72.

I know the Minister of Finance has a penchant for comparison, so allow me to
offer some figures on our Caribbean neighbours. Barbados is ranked at number
23, fractionally ahead of St. Lucia, which is listed at 24. St. Vincent and the Grenadines
rank at number 30, just edging out Dominica, which is at 37. Transparency
International has revealed further, with regard to Trinidad and Tobago:

“...it appears that large amounts of public expenditure are effectively ‘off
budget’”—just like we have here today—*“suggesting that there is an
unpublished parallel economy.

This lack of transparency and accountability has given rise to the suspicion
that corrupt influences may be at work in the decision making processes and
practices of these huge projects.”

Here we have $3.5 billion of off-budget expenditure coming before us again today.

Mr. Speaker, every business index, including the World Economic Forum Business
Development Index has shown that we have slipped consistently. It is a difficult time
for businesses in Trinidad and Tobago. In fact, in 2001, this country ranked 35th in the
Business Competitiveness Index. By 2007, the ranking had slipped to a miserable 74.
The same goes for the Growth and Competitiveness Index, where Trinidad and Tobago
moved from a very credible 38, in 2001, to a position now of 84.
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There you have it. We have a situation where, in addition to that, the data
clearly shows a polarization of the economy because of our increasing
dependence on a volatile energy sector. In 2002, 22.6 per cent of the GDP of
Trinidad and Tobago was produced by the energy sector, with 27.9 per cent of its
revenue coming from that stream. Last year, the energy sector contributed 43 per
cent of GDP, with a whopping 56 per cent of total government revenue. The irony
of that, Mr. Speaker, is that sector only accounts for 4 per cent of the employed
people of Trinidad and Tobago.

This polarization highlights the increased exposure that this country will
suffer if we have any external shocks; moreso the failure of this Government to
plan for the future and to diversify our economy accordingly, leading to possibly
what we all know as Dutch disease.

In conclusion, if it were not so pathetic, it would be funny. It is not just the
additional request of the $3.5 billion that requires our strictest scrutiny. It is your
duty as representatives of the people to let the Government know it cannot come
before us every Monday morning after having spent a weekend in drunken stupor,
intoxicated by the rising price of oil, cap in hand, after having squandered their
money, like some masochistic, self-flagellating, drunken gambler, and expect to
get more money just so.

This Government continues to spend money lavishly and inappropriately. This
Government has sought supplemental appropriations every single year since 2003.
In 2003, the budget was increased by $1.7 billion; in 2004, $2.7 billion; 2005,
$4.7 billion; in 2006, $7.2 billion; in 2007, $4.2 billion; and now in 2008, with
only half the year gone, by a further $3.5 billion.

Mr. Speaker, it reflects a simple incompetence, an inability to manage and a
stubborn refusal to pursue the benefit of the wider community, in short,
incompetence on the part of the Ministry of Finance to exercise any fiscal
discipline and restraint. Despite the major expenditures, this country continues to
sink deeper into chaos.

But, Mr. Speaker, the bigger problem looms ahead of us. There is a bigger problem
that we will have to confront. When this economic crisis leads eventually to a social
crisis, there will be riots in this country. The social programmes of this Government
have become handouts with no genuine attempts to create any industry or productive
capacity in the economy. Therefore, any potential reduction in the amount of revenues
from oil and gas will affect these programmes first and will adversely affect the social
problems in Trinidad and Tobago.
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3.00 p.m.

Already, as | have said, the human development indices have indicated a
significant slide, in spite of the substantial wealth that this country has. In this
scenario, the discovery of more oil and more gas will not impact positively on the
life of the people of Trinidad and Tobago.

We have reached, we must remember, this stage of crisis, despite having
higher incomes than ever before in the history of Trinidad and Tobago. What is
required is a commitment, a genuine commitment, to the development; not to
growth, but a commitment to development. That must come from this
Government in actions, not in words.

There must be a deliberate attack on crime and criminality, on poverty, the
severe constraints and the severe problems and shortcomings in the health sector.
There must also be a reorientation of the educational sector towards a knowledge-
based technological society, driven by research and development.

We need to rebuild our society from within, for the next generation, whilst we set
about on working on our present one. We need to lead our people in that direction. Our
educators as well as our politicians must be involved in that process.

For now, the economy is the Government’s strength. Its polarization and high
inflation, its deliberate pauperization and miserization of the people, as well its
own incompetence and ineptitude, will be its eventual downfall.

I thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Minister of Education (Hon. Esther Le Gendre): Mr. Speaker, | rise to
speak on the Finance (Supplementation and Variation of Appropriation) Bill and
to share with this honourable House some of the more significant areas that are
currently engaging the attention of the Ministry of Education.

I know that it is part of the tradition of this honourable House that | pay some
cognizance of the points made by the previous speaker. “Doh brakes.” The
Member for St. Augustine rambled along, not unlike a child along the seashore
picking up shells, throwing them into the water, creating hardly a ripple, going from
point to point. I think when you listen to the hon. Members on the other side, one
would lose sight of the real purpose of today’s meeting. What we are doing is an
administrative duty. There would have been a budget, there would have been a set of
actions taken during the course of the year and we return to this honourable House to
adjust some of our expectations to meet realities that would have been on the distant
horizon at the time of the budget. That is all we are doing here today.
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Instead, we come to this House and at every opportunity the Members on the
other side treat it as a hiking expedition, dredging up information that has
absolutely no relevance to the particular debate. If all they can discuss, in relation
to education, is some old charge about $6 million, | cannot even recall what the
Member was saying in that area, surely it must not have been worth remembering.

I would like to speak about some of the main areas of focus which were identified
for the education area and to bring the discussion back to where we really need to be, to
discuss what we plan to achieve, what our budget was at the time, what the projected
budget is at this time, and to give to this honourable House some rationale for the
increase in spending to satisfy this House and the citizens of Trinidad and Tobago
whom we represent, as to why we are returning to this House.

The impression is given that somehow the Government comes back every
Monday morning, | think those were the exact words of the Member for St.
Augustine. That is so far from the truth, as to what has happened on that side. We
would deal with those things one by one, including those bombshells. We will
deal with those.

The Prime Minister, in his budget statement of 2008, outlined several areas of
focus for education. The first of these areas was the area of early childhood care
and education. The Ministry continues its thrust of guaranteeing access and
opportunity for every child. This has been identified in our corporate plan. In
respect of early childhood education, this will translate into the creation of 600
new ECCE centres by 2010, as is currently planned and by 2012, will cater for
40,000 new three-and four-year-olds.

During 2008, the Ministry of Education was mandated to deliver 33 new ECCE
centres. 1 am pleased to report that we have already delivered 17 of these new
centres. As a matter of fact, last Saturday | opened the last of these in Strange
Village, Barrackpore. By the end of fiscal 2008, we would have started another 22
of these centres because they are currently at varying stages of construction. This
honourable House is asked to note that a new initiative to accelerate the
construction of these centres is on the way and would be implemented between
this fiscal year and the following fiscal year.

The hon. Prime Minister also, in the budget presentation of 2008, spoke about the
construction programme of the Ministry of Education. | am pleased that the Member
for St. Augustine has been reading from the playbook of this side of the House when he
speaks to what is required in the education system. | am pleased to report that it is
already happening. It has been happening for the last seven years.
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The Ministry has a mandate to modernize the primary and secondary level
education, in terms of its infrastructure, the curriculum, its administration, teacher
education and development, and ensuring that our schools become the kind of
learning organizations in 2020 and what they would look like. Therefore, in
addition to the construction of the ECCE centres referred to, the Education
Facilities Company Limited (EFCL) has commissioned the first phase of the
programme, which runs from September 2005, up until 2009. In that first phase,
the EFCL will construct 50 secondary schools, inclusive of those schools which
will be deshifted. There are another 25 projects which have been tendered for
construction to date and construction has also begun in another nine schools.
Twenty-one primary schools have been assigned to the EFCL. One has been
completed to date and the rest are at various stages of design and construction.
Mr. Speaker, our construction portfolio is managed by the EFCL. It is funded
through the Infrastructure Development Fund.

Mr. Speaker, funds which were originally allocated for the construction of 15
primary schools, under Head 26: the Consolidated Fund, have been reallocated to
project B120, that is improvement, refurbishment and extension to primary
schools. The reason we have reallocated the funds from the construction of certain
primary schools is, while these schools are in the process of construction, the
phase at which we are is a design phase and as such the sums of money previously
allocated for actual construction are not yet needed, but will be needed in the next
financial year. We are seeking to transfer these funds to the area of refurbishment,
improving and extension of primary schools. This transfer of funds will reduce
the total amount of funds required to implement the 2008 Vacation Repair
Programme, which gets on the way in June of this year.

The Ministry of Education continues its programme of repairs and
maintenance to improve the facilities of 477 government primary and
government-assisted primary schools and approximately 133 secondary schools
throughout Trinidad and Tobago. Consequent in the signing of contracts with the
denominational boards, the Ministry now funds 100 per cent of the contracts of
the work to be done in denominational schools. The reason we must return for
funding in this particular period is because our initial projections were not based
on the outcomes of the signing of new agreements which were signed about six
weeks ago, with a remaining number of denominational bodies. As a
consequence, the Ministry must now move towards undertaking some of the
repair and construction work which would come out of these new contracts where
the Government is funding 100 per cent of the work to be done.
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Furthermore, the Ministry has now sought and obtained Cabinet’s approval
for repairs to government-owned and/or managed ECCE centres. Repairs to all of
these schools are essential to provide a satisfactory environment for our students
and teachers and to comply with health and safety requirements.

From January 2008, these repairs are also being undertaken by the EFCL. This
year the Ministry sought and obtained Cabinet’s approval for two phases of works
in primary and secondary schools. In respect of primary schools, in the first phase,
general repairs were conducted at 86 primary schools. Electrical upgrade is on the
way in another 139 schools and an assessment is being undertaken by swmcoL
for all the sewage systems and septic tanks, with a view to repair and upgrade
these where required.

In the second phase, the Ministry of Education has begun implementation of works
at another 230 primary schools and all this work is required to be completed to facilitate
the reopening of the new term in September and within this fiscal year.

The cost of these two programmes is estimated at $186.7 million and is
estimated that about 70 per cent of this, or $130.7 million will be payable in this
financial year. As at March 31, the balance available under the relevant item of
expenditure for these works was $47.6 million. The Ministry has identified
savings in other areas amounting to $56.5 million. These savings can be
transferred to these works.

3.15 p.m.

Under the primary school vote, B120, the amount of $26.7 million is still
required to complete these works. Details are as follows: repairs to 86 primary
schools, $39.7 million; electrical upgrade to 139 primary schools, $60.8 million;
and repairs to sewage and septic tanks, $2.2 million.

In the second programme, repairs to 230 primary schools are to be undertaken
from June and will cost $84 million. In total, we expect to spend about 70 per cent
of this amount in the 2007/2008 budget and that would be $130.7 million.

If we look at the balance of funds available to March 31, 2008 which is $47.6
million, we require a total of $83.2 million, and less savings identified from other
projects of $49.9 million, the funds required to complete the project under
consideration would be $26.7 million.

Mr. Speaker, with respect to secondary schools, approval was obtained for repairs
to be undertaken at 76 secondary schools; 22 of them in the first phase of October 2007
to March 2008 and 54 in the second phase which runs from April to September, 2008.
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The original provision under the item of expenditure, project C-331—
improvement/refurbishment/extensions to secondary schools was $30 million. An
increase of $51.5 million is required to facilitate the completion of the works in
secondary schools.

Additional funds are required to meet projected expenditure of project c384.
My friends on the other side would be interested in this particular one, which is
the construction of the Sangre Grande SWAHA Hindu College. Do you remember
that one? The activities included—Ilet me refresh the hon. Member for St.
Augustine’s memory—he is giving us one of his quizzical looks. The Members
on the other side raised the issue of the completion of the Sangre Grande SWAHA
Hindu College. At that time, we had to share the sordid story of an institution
going into the construction business and getting way over its head. At that time,
construction work was the responsibility of the particular denominational body.
The SWAHA Board had an original contract of $29.4 million. The total value of
the incomplete work to date is $21,066,964. The Ministry of Education’s
contribution to date is in excess of $14 million.

You would recall that the last time | spoke in this honourable House, |
mentioned that we had not yet had a complete value of the final work to complete
this college. We now have the figures, and it is a whopping $38,263,000.

Under the new memorandum of agreement, the Ministry of Education will
fund 100 per cent of the difference between the project final cost and the original
cost. That figure is now $16.8 million. So, we are returning to this House with a
request for $6.7 million to make up that $8 million projected expenditure.

Mr. Partap: Am | to understand that the estimated cost is $23.5 million?
Hon. E. Le Gendre: Yes.
Mr. Partap: Thank you.

Hon. E. Le Gendre: So, we have identified that the original provision to
complete this project was $1.5 million, and we now need an additional $6.7
million to complete it.

Mr. Speaker, changing and reforming the Ministry of Education is the second of
the ministry’s key strategic priorities. This emanated from recognition of the integral
role of the ministry in establishing policy to oversee the effective leadership,
management and development of the education system. There are four major
dimensions to this priority, and one of them is organizational development, that is,
planned changed efforts involving the employment of interventions aimed at increasing
the ministry’s internal capacity to be more effective and self-sustaining.
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Mr. Speaker, institutional strengthening is a significant component under the
Secondary Education Modernization Programme (SEMP). The projects are planned to
develop the capacity, skills and technical expertise of staff in the ministry. The funding
allocated in this area has been utilized, and an additional amount of $5.5 million is
required to undertake payments under contractual agreements through awards made by
the Central Tenders Board for public awareness and process review consultancies.
These payments are payable during the period June—September, 2008.

Mr. Speaker, SEMP originally requested $8.8 million, but in the last period it
was allocated $5 million. Its expenditure to date is $4.9 million. The shortfall
relative to the original request is $3.8 million. The areas which are being covered
by this are the school development programmes, process review consultancy and
the Education Management Information System (EMIS).

Mr. Speaker, the hon. Prime Minister in his budget speech also spoke of one
of Government’s major areas of focus being the infusion of information and
communication technology in the curriculum of schools. In achieving this goal,
the ministry has commenced the establishment of a dedicated Internet backbone
for the education system and the implementation of an education management
information system which is to be used in teaching delivery, management and
school administration. We have begun to introduce computer laboratories and
multimedia classrooms in primary schools and secondary schools.

Mr. Speaker, at the primary level, we have begun the primary school
computerization project. The ministry has entered into a contract with a provider
for the computerization of some 340 primary schools in the first phase of this
project. Having completed this, the ministry will move on to the second phase
where we will complete another 137 primary schools to ensure that all schools in
Trinidad and Tobago are offered the same kinds of opportunities.

Mr. Speaker, this phase requires that physical infrastructure should be made
ready for the deployment of computers. An assessment of the 137 schools which
we plan to undertake computerization before the end of September indicates
laboratories are ready in 20 schools, upgrade is necessary at 72 schools and
computer laboratories must be constructed in another 45 schools.

The ministry proposes to undertake the upgrade in 72 schools at a cost of $9.9
million in this financial year and construct computer rooms at 45 new schools in
the new financial year. The amount required under the relevant item of
expenditure, item 347—upgrading of facilities of the computerization of primary
schools for this financial year—is $9.9 million.
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Mr. Speaker, under the teaching and learning strategies of the SEMP, the
ministry is outfitting secondary schools with a range of information and computer
technologies including computers, white board, Ebeam technology, as well as
library material and resources and library detection systems. The original
provision under this item was $47 million and an additional amount of $26.7
million is required to meet contractual obligations, in particular, payments are
required on two new contracts as follows:

e the award of a contract for the amount of $35.7 million for mobile
laboratories in secondary schools of which 50 per cent is now payable; and

e it is expected that the award of a contract in the amount of $23 million for
supplemental library books will be made in June 2008 and 50 per cent is
also payable before September 2008.

Mr. Speaker, | have highlighted some of the significant areas that have occasioned
our request for additional funding from the Consolidated Fund in this financial year.

Mr. Speaker, | wish to assure you that the Ministry of Education’s expenditure
remains aligned to those areas of focus identified by the hon. Prime Minister in his
budget statement of 2008, and these are: the Early Childhood Care and Education
centres; the construction of primary schools; the computerization of primary schools
and special schools; and the completion of the computerization of secondary schools.

In closing, we view the approval of additional funding as critical to the
furtherance of ensuring that the revolutionizing of the Trinidad and Tobago
education system continues, and in the words of the hon. Prime Minister, one that
will strengthen the social fabric, deepen democracy and give our students the
tools for success in today’s world.

Mr. Speaker, | thank you.

Dr. Tim Gopeesingh (Caroni East): Mr. Speaker and hon. distinguished
Members of this House, | rise to contribute to this Bill on the variation of
appropriation for fiscal year 2007/2008. We have seen that the Government is
asking for an additional expenditure of $3.45 billion, in addition to what was in
the budget debate of approximately $42 billion.

Mr. Speaker, this would amount to, as my colleague indicated earlier, more than
$45 bill